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SCRIPTURURAL REFERENCES TO CONSIDER: 

Deuteronomy 18:14-15 “ Then Moses said, "In the land you are about to occupy, people follow the 
advice of those who practice divination and look for omens, but the LORD your God does not allow you 
to do this.  Instead, he will send you a prophet like me from among your own people, and you are to 
obey him.” 
 
Isaiah 8:19-22 “But people will tell you to ask for messages from fortunetellers and diviners, who look 
for signs and mutter their findings. They will say, "After all, people should ask for messages from the 
spirits or consult the omens and signs of the heavens."  You are to answer them, "Listen to what the 
LORD is teaching you! Don't listen to the diviners who prognosticate to you as they tell you their words 
will keep trouble away."  Following them the people will wander through the land, discouraged and 
hungry. In their hunger and their anger they will curse their king and their God. They may look up into 
the sky or stare at the ground for guidance, but they will see nothing but trouble and darkness, a 
terrifying darkness into which they are being driven by their omens.” 
 
2Timothy 4:2-4 “Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently 
correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching.  For a time is coming when people will 
no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for 
teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear.  They will reject the truth and 
chase after myths.” 
 
Colossians 2:2-10 “I want them to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love. I want them to 
have complete confidence that they understand God's mysterious plan, which is Christ Himself.  In Him 
lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  I am telling you this so no one will deceive you 
with well-crafted arguments.  For though I am far away from you, my heart is with you. And I rejoice 
that you are living as you should and that your faith in Christ is strong.  And now, just as you accepted 
Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow Him.  Let your roots grow down into Him, and let 
your lives be built on Him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will 
overflow with thankfulness.  Don't let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding 
nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from 
Christ.  For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body.  So you also are complete through your 
union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority.” 
 
Joel 2:10 “The earth quakes before them; the heavens tremble. The sun and the moon are darkened and 
the stars withdraw their shining. [Rev. 9:2-4; 16:14.]” 
 
Joel 2:30-31 “And I will show signs and wonders in the heavens, and on the earth, blood and fire and 
columns of smoke.  The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord comes. Matt. 24:29, 30; Rev. 6:12-17.]” 
 
Matthew 24:29-30 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not shed its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. [Isa. 13:10; 34:4; Joel 2:10, 11; Zeph. 1:15.]  Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the 
sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn and beat their breasts and lament in anguish, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory [in brilliancy 
and splendor]. [Dan. 7:13; Rev. 1:7.]” 
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Rev 9:1-2 “THEN THE fifth angel blew [his] trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the 
earth; and to the angel was given the key of the shaft of the Abyss (the bottomless pit).  He opened the 
long shaft of the Abyss (the bottomless pit), and smoke like the smoke of a huge furnace puffed out of 
the long shaft, so that the sun and the atmosphere were darkened by the smoke from the long shaft. 
[Gen. 19:28; Exod. 19:18; Joel 2:10.]” 
 
Galatians 4:9-11  But now that you know God personally---or, I should say, now that God knows you---
how is it that you want to turn back to those weak and pitiful ancient philosophies? Why do you want to 
become their slaves all over again looking to them to save you?  You pay special attention to the 
rotation of the earth’s days, months, seasons, and years.  I am worried about you! Can it be that all my 
work for you has been for nothing?”   (Warning against “Judaisers” – One who enters Christianity 
convinced that Judaism is superior to Christianity.  Their belief is that Christians should not attempt to 
convert Jews to Christianity and those who enter Christianity and accept Christ should return to Judaism 
as Messianic Jewish believers.”)   
 
Galatians 4 and 5 deals with Pauls condemnation of “Judaisers and plea for Christians in Galatia to cut 
themselves free of them.”  Jonathan Cahn and Mark Blitz are “Judaisers.” 

CONNECTION BETWEEN THE ZOHAR, JONATHAN CAHN AND OCCULTISM 

In a 2012 video, Cahn quotes from the Zohar [the mystical rabbinical writings behind the Kabbala] and 
presents his view of Golgatha [Gulgalta]. Notice in that partial transcript that the "god" who is credited 
with salvation, redemption, spiritual light and life is a place or object -- a skull or Gulgalta -- not Jesus 
Christ our Lord!  

Quoting from the Zohar, Jonathan Cahn affirms that an amazing life-changing event did occur at 
Golgatha. But his teaching is a corruption of our Lord's redemptive work through the cross! It exalts a 
skull and a "thing" rather than our Savior and King! Never in biblical scripture is Golgotha glorified. 

 

Let's take a look at the video titled The Zo-har Speaks: Gulgalta - The Cosmic Skul by Jonathan 
Cahn. [Apparently, the original video by Jonathan Cahn was replaced with a less controversial 
message. The new link above is probably the original message. I suggest you compare it with the 
quotes below, which were transcribed from a video that has suddenly disappeared.] 

The speaker is Jonathan Cahn. Notice how he twists Biblical truth, approves of mystical 
symbolism, and praises the mystical kabbalistic traditions that distort and ignore our actual 
Savior: [My comments are italicized within brackets]  

"I found it in the mystical writings, Jewish writing of the Zohar.... The Zohar speaks, the rabbis are 
writing of the redemption of the worlds [plural as speaks the Kabbala] with Messiah's coming. They 
speak of life from the dead, they speak of the resurrection -- the redemption of the worlds....  

 [What "worlds"? Our Lord doesn't promise to redeem any 'worlds.' Instead He calls us to choose 
between this evil world and life with Him in His Kingdom. “My kingdom is not of this world," He tells us. 
Only those who trust and follow Him -- and who confess their (bondage to) sin -- can share in the joy of 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAFtormiU_0
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His redemption and eternal salvation!  Perhaps this page will help explain the many worlds that are part 
of the Kabbalah] 

"They say it all will come -- the power of all this, the miracle of all this -- will come from a sacred thing, a 
sacred place. And this place, this thing is where all the mercy of God is stored....all the mercy of God 
pours out from this place... all the blessings come from this place, this 'thing' ... It is called Gulgalta.... 

What is Gulgalta? ... The Kabbalistic rabbis are saying that all the mercy of God comes from Gulgalta. 
Gulgalta, the radiance of God that brings to life. Wow! That's amazing stuff. ...the place of the skull.” 

"All the mercy of God leads to a skull.... From this comes drips -- salvation drips, resurrection. For all the 
forgiveness of God you want, you have to embrace the Gulgalta.... 
 
"The rabbis are saying 'From Gulgalta is all the mercy of God you could ever need.... From Gulgalta the 
forgiveness of Adonai is poured out to the world. From Gulgalta comes the redemption and restoration 
of the universe... [This is from Rabbi Zohar 1, 28b] 

[What "universe" would be redeemed? Will this corrupt world will be redeemed rather than 
destroyed? (1 Thess. 5:2-6) This message is totally contrary to the Bible!] 

"In the Gulgalta... sit a thousand of myriad of worlds. And from the Gulgalta drips dew and... the dew 
fills the world and the dead will awaken in the world to come as the dew comes forth. The dew is the 
lights of the ancient ones. The light of the ancient ones come from Gulgalta and as it touches, the dead 
come to life.  From Gulgalta is the light of God bringing life from the dead..." 

[But the Bible tells us that Jesus -- not the physical place of His crucifixion -- is "the source of the Light 
of the world." John 8:12]  

"Gulgalta, the radiance of God that brings to life. Wow! That's amazing stuff. That may be the first time 
its ever been said.... The real center of power in the universe pours from Gulgalta with divine energy 
from the earth. 

"The death of Messiah... all pinpoint us in time and space: ... The prophets, Daniel zeroes in on the time 
period mathematically... those 70x7s. ...The Rabbis in the Book of Moed unwittingly gives the name of 
the secret of its energy source... Gulgalta.... Moses zeroed in on the place. He said where shall it be! It 
says 'in that Mountain the Lord shall provide the lamb,' which is the mountain of Moriah.... And now the 
very hill, the very place here in...the rabbinical writings of the Zohar gives the name of it: Gulgalta - the 
center of everything. Listen to the rabbis!" 

 [Gulgalta is not the "center of everything!" That honor belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ! He 
should be at center of all! From Him we receive all the spiritual riches of God: His love, life, light, 
joy, peace and strength -- everything we need! But He wasn't even mentioned.]  

"...if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed." 
Galatians 1:9 

http://www.laitman.com/2010/08/a-guide-to-the-book-of-zohar-the-system-of-the-upper-worlds/
http://sacred-texts.com/jud/tku/tku13.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?NR=1&v=pBx6RYZ4L-E&feature=endscreen
http://www.youtube.com/watch?NR=1&v=pBx6RYZ4L-E&feature=endscreen
http://sacred-texts.com/jud/tku/tku11.htm
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"...the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, 
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears 
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things..." 2 Timothy 4:2-5 

Notice the similarities between the next two paragraphs. The first one is a quote from Cahn's video 
message, The Zohar Speaks. The second one is from the actual writings in the Zohar. Neither one deals 
with sin, our fallen nature, the reason for redemption, Jesus Christ nor the painful cost paid by Jesus. The 
Biblical context is totally distorted! 

1. “In the Gulgalta... sit thousands of myriads of worlds.  And from the Gulgalta drips dew and... the 
dew fills the world and the dead awaken in the world to come as the dew comes forth. The dew is the 
light of the ancient ones. The light of the ancient ones comes from Gulgalta and as it touches, the dead 
comes to life.  From Gulgalta is the light of God bringing earth’s energy source of life from the dead..."  

2. “In the Gulgalta sit thirteen thousand myriads of worlds… And from that Gulgalta dew drips upon 
Him who is outside, and fills his head every day.... And from that dew which He who sits outside shakes 
from His head, the dead will awaken in the World to Come, as it is written, 'For a dew of light is Thy dew, 
and the earth shall bring forth the shades.  That dew is the light of the pale glow of the Ancient Ones 
[That's not a reference to our God!]. And from that dew exist the supernal saints, and it is the manna 
which they grind for the righteous in the World to Come. And that dew drips down to the field of Sacred 
Apples...” 

 Idra Rabba, Zohar 3: 128b [Quoted in The Messiah Texts by Raphael Patai, Wayne State University, 
1979]  Jeremy James, an Irish researcher provided this information. 

"Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of 
men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. " Colossians 2:8 

 

Compare Jonathan Cahn's previous message with the following quote from the occultist Rudolf Steiner 
(involved first in Theosophy, then Anthroposophy) titled "The Mystery of Golgatha:" 

"MANKIND is reaching out to apprehend the Mystery of Golgotha once more with all the forces of the 
human soul; to understand it not only from the limited standpoint of present-day civilisation, but so as 
to unite with it all the forces of man's being. But this will only be possible if we are ready to approach 
the Mystery of Golgotha once more in the light of extra-spiritual knowledge.  

"...if as initiates of modern time we fill ourselves with Christ, who made manifest His life in the Mystery 
of Golgotha...then will Christ lead us even through this Death in the new Science of Initiation.... Then 
only shall we take hold of the Mystery of Golgotha as the true meaning of all Earth-existence." (From a 
lecture delivered in Manchester College Chapel, Oxford, August 27,1922.) 

 

In a recent interview, Cahn responded with some interesting comments: 

http://www.myspace.com/jerusalemcenter/videos/the-zohar-speaks/103222956
http://sacred-texts.com/jud/tku/tku12.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/2012/James/science-fraud.htm
http://wn.rsarchive.org/Books/GA026/English/APC1956/GA026_c21.html
http://www.crossroad.to/Quotes/occult/theosophy.htm
http://standupforthetruth.com/2012/06/harbinger-author-johnathan-cahn-answers-questions/
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Question:  "It is stated that Jonathan Cahn 'says that Zohar, an extrabiblical, mystical source from 
which the occultic and mystical Kabbalah is derived, greatly influenced his writing.'"  

Cahn's answer:  "Unfortunately this kind of statements represents some of the extreme and bizarre 
opposition to The Harbinger –Rabbinical writings, mystical or otherwise, have been quoted for ages, in 
Bible commentaries, apologetics, works such as The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, etc....  

"The apostle Paul actually quoted from a pagan hymn to Zeus in order to share the truth of the Gospel 
at Mars Hill. If we were to then to accuse him of being into Zeus worship, or that pagan writings were 
behind the epistles, or accuse of him of being secretly pagan – I would think we would need to repent. 
It’s called bearing false witness. 

Berit's response: Here is the Biblical context for Cahn's reference to Mars Hill. Notice that there is no 
reference to Zeus. Instead, Paul happened to see the inscription on an altar "TO THE UNKNOWN GOD," 
then uses that reference to turn the idol worshippers from an "unknown god" to our sovereign God who 
does openly makes Himself known to His people: 

"Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus [Mars Hill] and said, 'Men of Athens, I perceive that in all 
things you are very religious; for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I 
even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.  

"Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: God, who made the 
world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with 
hands. Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, 
breath, and all things. ...since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature 
is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising." Acts 17:22-29 

How true that is! But today's post-modern churches are rarely rooted in the solid foundations of God's 
Word. Influenced by secularism, ecumenism, pluralism, mysticism or even occultism, they are fast losing 
sight of their only source of true hope. Like the Athenian pagans, the American masses have learned to 
love the world's darkening thrills. 

 "...what communion has light with darkness?" 2 Corinthians 6:14 

 

From Webster's Dictionary (G. & C. Merriam Co., 1905) 

The Zohar: "A Jewish Cabalistic book attributed by tradition to Rabbi Simon ben Yochi who lived near 
the end of the 1st century BC. Modern critics believe it to be a compilation of the 13th century." 

The Cabala [or Kabbalah, Kabbala, etc]: "A kind of occult Theosophy or traditional interpretation of 
Scriptures among Jewish rabbis and certain medieval Christians [Gnostics]....It assumes that every little 
word, number, and accent of Scriptures contains a hidden sense; and it teaches the methods of 
interpretation for ascertaining these occult meanings. The Cabalists pretend to foretell events by this 
mystical means. 
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The quotes below are from An Encyclopedia of Religion (Edited by Vergilius Ferm, Philosophical Library, 
pp. 412-413)  

1. Zohar: (Splendor, Brightness—derived from Daniel 12.3) "A Jewish mystical work of diverse origin 
which became the classic text of Kabbalah and the Bible of medieval mysticism.  

"The Zohar is in the form of a commentary on the Pentateuch*, written in Aramaic and in Hebrew, 
which purports to be the record of the revelations made to Rabbi Simeon ben Yochai (2nd C. A.D.) while 
hiding in a cave for thirteen years, and by him transmitted to his disciples. This pseudepigrapha was... 
made public in 1300. 

"The body of the Zohar is interspersed and supplemented with special tracts and dissertations which 
together form an unsystematic and frequently contradictory compendium of Jewish mystic lore on the 
nature of God, His attributes and dimension, the mysteries of the Tetra_grammaton, the evolution of 
the cosmos, the nature of the human soul, heaven and hell, angelology, magic and astrology... 

"Next to the Bible, the Zohar came to be regarded in the centuries following its publication as the 
holiest book in Judaism and profoundly influenced the theology, liturgy, poetry and the messianic hopes 
of the people. The Zohar also influenced Christian thought in the 16th and 17th centuries, and a 
considerable number of eminent Christian scholars were attracted to it, translated portions of it, wrote 
commentaries upon it and used it for purposes of Christian apologetics." 

 

2. Kabbalah: (Heb. Kabel—to receive, hence tradition) "The esoteric mystic lore of Judaism based upon 
an occult interpretation of the Bible and handed down as secret doctrine to the initiated. The origin is 
obscure. Evidences of kabbalistic themes both as speculative theosophy and practical thaumaturgy are 
found in Apocryphal and Apocalyptic literature..." 

"In the course of its long development, many streams from alien sources flowed into it—Gnosticism, 
Neo-Platonism, Neo-Pythagoreanism, possibly also Zoroastrianism and Sufism. Its birthplace was 
Palestine, but it was in Babylonia, during the Geonic period (550-1000 A.D.) that it experienced its first 
substantial systematic development. At least two important Kabbalistic works were composed ... [one 
was]...on the dimensions of the Deity.... 

"The most significant book of this period, however, and the one which came to be regarded as the 
holiest of all Kabbalistic writings, and the very epitome of Jewish mysticism, was the Zohar, made 
known to the public by Moses de Leon in 1300. 

"The next great period of Kabbalah was in the 16th century. Its principal center was in Palestine, more 
especially in the city of Safed. Next in importance was the center in Poland. The foremost Kabbalists of 
this period were Moses Cordovero (1522-1570), Isaac Luria (1533- 1572), the father of modern 
'practical' Kabbalah....Luria was the founder of a school of Kabbalistic speculation in which redemption 
and messianism figured prominently.... 
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"With the advent of the Zohar, the study of Kabbalah spread among the masses of the people. It ceased 
to be the secret doctrine of the few.... Frequently leading Rabbinic authorities inveighed against this 
popular absorption in Kabbalistic studies which fed many superstitions and aberrations.  

"Kabbalism attracted the interest of Christian scholars in the Middle Ages.... 

QUOTE FROM THE HARBINGER 

 

Nouriel:  “[George Washington] was at the dedication of the Temple of Solomon.... 

Prophet: “He was placing his hand on a Bible,” said the prophet, “to swear. ...He was taking the oath of 

the presidency. It was the inauguration, April 30, 1789 [in New York], the beginning of America as a 

constituted nation.... 

Nouriel: “The inauguration of George Washington on the Temple Mount at the time of Solomon?”  

Prophet: “The two events were joined together—Israel's dedication and America’s inauguration." 

[p.200]  

The mystical "seals", the hidden messages, and the supernatural knowledge of this strange 

"prophet" resemble the Kabbalah, a form of Jewish mysticism. Ponder these two quotes from 

The Harbinger: 

"Then I made a trip to Brooklyn. That's where my friend was, an Orthodox Jewish man who ran a little 

bookstore, in back of which was a study, a library of all sorts of mystical Hebrew writings. That was his 

passion -- finding meaning in mystical Hebrew literature. I figured he'd be the right one." [p.240] 

 

"So tell me what it says?' 

'Blessed of God is the son of God's light, the declarer.' 

'Who told you it said that?' 

'A friend... a friend who specializes in mystical Hebrew writings.'" [p.242] 

Many of these "mystical Hebrew writings" and strange biblical interpretations can be found in the 

Zohar, the written doctrines of the Kabbalah. See our updated article on "The ZOHAR and Kabbalistic 

Mysticism." 

 The next two links provide additional warnings: 

 Kabbalah: "'Kabbalah' is a doctrine of esoteric knowledge concerning God and the universe, asserted to 

have come down as a revelation to the Sages from a remote past, and preserved only by a privileged 

few. Kabbalah is considered part of the Jewish Oral Law. It is the traditional mystical understanding of 

the Torah. Kabbalah stresses the reasons and understanding of the commandments, and the cause of 

events described in the Torah." [www.milechai.com/judaism/kabbalah.html] 

The following promotional ad for The Harbinger is an interesting summary of the book: 

"Is it possible... 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Apotheosis_of_Washington
http://www.greatseal.com/overview.html
http://www.crossroad.to/Quotes/occult/kabbalah.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/2012/harbinger-zohar.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/2012/harbinger-zohar.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/2012/harbinger-zohar.htm
http://www.milechai.com/judaism/kabbalah.html
http://www.milechai.com/judaism/kabbalah.html
http://www.theharbinger-jonathancahn.com/Book/
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• That there exists an ancient mystery that holds the secret of America's future?  

• That this mystery lies behind everything from 9/11 to the collapse of the global economy?  

• That ancient harbingers of judgment are now manifesting in America?  

• That God is sending America a prophetic message of what is yet to come? 

"Before its destruction as a nation, ancient Israel received nine harbingers, prophetic omens of warning. 

The same nine harbingers are now manifesting in America.... 'Hidden in an ancient prophecy, the 

mysteries revealed in The Harbinger are so precise that they foretold recent American events down to 

the exact days. ... IT’S REAL."[1]  

But Rabbi Cahn's reliance on mysterious signs, symbols and prophetic messages should be a warning to 

us. They illustrate his subtle blend of truth and mysticism -- and make the latter seem more significant 

than God's Word. As he told Glenn Beck in June, “The Harbinger is a two and a half thousand year 

mystery that lies behind everything.”[2]  

 

JUDAISM 101 – AISH.COM - Since its launch in February 2000, Aish.com 
has become the leading Jewish content website, logging over a million monthly user 

sessions with 380,000 unique email subscribers. 

Aish.com's goal is to give every Jew the opportunity to discover his or her heritage in an atmosphere of 

open inquiry and mutual respect. 

 

Kabbalah and Jewish Mysticism  

 

Level: Advanced 

• Judaism has ancient mystical teachings 
• Mysticism was taught only to those who had already learned Torah and Talmud 
• Jewish mysticism is known as kabbalah, and part of it was written in the Zohar 
• Kabbalah and its teachings are a distortion mystics and occultists 
 

When non-Jews ask about Judaism, they commonly ask questions like: Do you believe in heaven and 
hell? In angels or the devil? What happens to the soul after death? What is the nature of G-d and the 
universe? The answers to questions like these define most religions; in fact, I have heard some people 
say that the purpose of religion is to answer these kinds of questions. Yet in Judaism, most of these 
cosmological issues are wide open to personal opinion. The areas of Jewish thought that most 
extensively discuss these issues, Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism, were traditionally not even taught by 
the Essenians to people until the age of 40, when they had completed their education in Torah and 
Talmud.  

http://www.crossroad.to/HisWord/verses/topics/Jerusalem.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/2012/harbinger.htm#zohar
http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/g-d.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/torah.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/talmud.htm
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Mysticism in Judaism  

Mysticism and mystical experiences have been a part of Judaism since the earliest days. The Torah 
contains many stories of mystical experiences, from visitations by angels to prophetic dreams and 
visions. The Talmud considers the existence of the soul and when it becomes attached to the body. 
Jewish tradition tells that the souls of all Jews were in existence at the time of the Giving of the Torah 
and were present at the time and agreed to the Covenant. The Talmud contains vague hints of a 
mystical school of thought that was taught only to the most advanced students and was not committed 
to writing. There are several references in ancient sources to ma'aseh bereishit (the work of creation) 
and ma'aseh merkavah (the work of the chariot [of Ezekiel's vision]), the two primary subjects of 
mystical thought at the time.  

In the middle ages, many of these mystical teachings were committed to writing in books like the Zohar. 
Many of these writings were asserted to be secret ancient writings or compilations of secret ancient 
writings.  

Like most subjects of Jewish belief, the area of mysticism is wide open to personal interpretation. Some 
traditional Jews take mysticism very seriously. Mysticism is an integral part of Chasidic Judaism, for 
example, and passages from kabbalistic sources are routinely included in traditional prayer books. Other 
traditional Jews take mysticism with a grain of salt. One prominent Orthodox Jew, when introducing a 
speaker on the subject of Jewish mysticism, said basically, "it's nonsense, but it's Jewish nonsense, and 
the study of anything Jewish, even nonsense, is worthwhile."  

The mystical school of thought came to be known as Kabbalah, from the Hebrew root Qof-Beit-Lamed, 
meaning "to receive, to accept." The word is usually translated as "tradition." In Hebrew, the word does 
not have any of the dark, sinister, evil connotations that it has developed in English. For example, the 
English word "cabal" (a secret group of conspirators) is derived from the Hebrew word Kabbalah, but 
neither the Hebrew word nor the mystical doctrines have any evil implications to Jews.  

Kabbalah: The Misunderstood Doctrine  

Today, many well-known celebrities have popularized a new age pop-psychology of kabbalah.   It 
borrows the language of kabbalah and the forms of Jewish folk superstitions. 

I do not mean to suggest that magic is not a part of Kabbalah. There are certainly many traditional 
Jewish stories that involve the use of hidden knowledge to affect the world in ways that could be 
described as magic. The Talmud and other sources ascribe supernatural activities to many great rabbis. 
Some rabbis pronounced a name of G-d and ascended into heaven to consult with the G-d and the 
angels on issues of great public concern. One scholar is said to have created an artificial man by reciting 
various names of G-d. Much later stories tell of a rabbi who created a man out of clay (a golem) and 
brought it to life by putting in its mouth a piece of paper with a name of G-d on it. However, this area of 
Kabbalah (if indeed it is more than mere legend) is not something that is practiced by the average Jew, 
or even the average rabbi. There are a number of stories that discourage the pursuit of such knowledge 
and power as dangerous and irresponsible. If you see any books on the subject of "practical kabbalah," 
you can safely dismiss them as not authentic Jewish tradition because, as these stories demonstrate, 
this kind of knowledge was traditionally thought to be far too dangerous to be distributed blindly to the 
masses.  

http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/beliefs.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/chasidic.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/orthodox.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/root.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/talmud.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/rabbi.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/g-d.htm
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It is important to note that all of these magical effects were achieved through the power of G-d, 
generally by calling upon the name of G-d. These practices are no more "evil" than the miracles of the 
prophets, or the miracles that Christians ascribe to Jesus. 

 In fact, according to some of my mystically-inclined friends, Jesus performed his miracles using 
kabbalistic techniques learned from the Essenes, a Jewish sect of that time that was involved in 
mysticism.  

 

Blood Moons Theories 

© Copyright 2014 – Dr. Don G. Pickney 

 

 

I have been following the media concerning blood moon prophetic theories ever since Mark Blitz wrote 

his book (the author being featured by Jonathan Bernis, Sid Roth and others).  It is being highly 

recommended in the Messianic community.  However (and this is vitally significant), not once, not even 

one single time, in all of Biblical history has God ever used the universe for omens or warnings to his 

own people (and never to humanity at large, such as a Gentile nation including the U.S.).  NOT EVEN 

ONCE!   

 

It is being suggested that these blood moons, which occur on Jewish Holy days are an omen specifically 

to the United States warning of judgments to come.  And for those who do not know, it appears to be so 

credible and extremely dramatic.  However, the true answer is simple:  The Jews set up every one of 

their holy days on full moon occurrences!  This is the key!!!   You can’t have a full lunar eclipse without 

a full moon… and the Jews set up their special days from ancient times to line up with full  moons… 

therefore every eclipse is subject to occur on a Jewish holy day (the real significance of the phenomenon 

the Messianic church is heralding as supernatural).  For example, I was born on Thanksgiving Day, 

therefore every so many years my birthday falls on Thanksgiving Day (the third Thursday of November).  

That is not a phenomenon or an omen of something – it is cyclic.  Because the Jews planned their feasts 

on full moon cycles, and eclipses occur on full moon cycles, it is a totally heavenly normal cycle, nothing 

supernatural occurring.  Furthermore, God forbids the use of heavenly bodies for spiritual direction.  The 

sun, moon and stars are for the signs of the changing of “seasons,” and nothing else:   

 

Genesis 1:14-18 NLT Then God said, "Let lights appear in the sky to separate the day from the 

night. Let them be signs to mark the seasons, days, and years.  (15)  Let these lights in the sky 

shine down on the earth." And that is what happened.  (16)  God made two great lights—the 

larger one to govern the day, and the smaller one to govern the night. He also made the stars.  

(17)  God set these lights in the sky to light the earth,  (18)  to govern the day and night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 

http://www.jewfaq.org/m/defs/essenes.htm
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Had he wanted to use them for other purposes, such as prophetic signs, He would have included that in 

his creative purpose when He set them in orbit.  Notice it does not suggest for omens, warnings and 

supernatural direction for mankind.  In fact, God forbids the use of the astronomical phenomena for 

spiritual direction, omens and warnings, and God therefore condemns astrology.  These kinds of 

phenomena is the very basis for astrology:  

 

Astrology consists of several systems of divination based on the premise that there is a 

relationship between astronomical phenomena and events in the human world. Many cultures 

have attached importance to astronomical events, and the Indians, Chinese, and Mayans 

developed elaborate systems for predicting terrestrial events from celestial observations. In the 

West, astrology most often consists of a system of predicting future events based on the 

positions of the sun, moon, and other celestial objects. 

In fact, God’s true prophet mocked this process for foretelling future events: 

 

Isaiah 47:13-14 NLT All the advice you receive has made you tired. Where are all your 

astrologers, those stargazers who make predictions each month? Let them stand up and save 

you from what the future holds.  (14)  But they are like straw burning in a fire; they cannot save 

themselves from the flame. You will get no help from them at all. 

 

In the scripture, God used true prophets who did not use physical signs and omens, rather were moved 

upon directly by the Holy Spirit to foretell God’s plans, both for blessing and for judgments.  He 

promised: 

 

Amos 3:7-8 MSG The fact is, GOD, the Master, does nothing without first telling his prophets the 

whole story.  (8)  The lion has roared-- who isn't frightened? GOD has spoken-- what prophet 

can keep quiet? 

 

If we start listening to “prophets” who get their directions from physical omens, where will it end?  Will 

we then begin to accept the American Indians signs of flying eagles and birds feathers? 

 

So, what about the “moon turning to blood” spoken of in Joel, Chapter 2 (the scripture shown in the 

attached seminar ad)?  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_astrology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_astrology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayans
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Joel 2:30-31 AMP  And I will show signs and wonders in the heavens, and on the earth, blood 

and fire and columns of smoke.  (31)  The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 

blood before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. [Isa. 13:6, 9-11; 24:21-23; Ezek. 32:7-

10; Matt. 24:29, 30; Rev. 6:12-17.] 

 

This also is mentioned by Jesus in Matthew 24 and in Revelations 6:12 which in the latter scripture, is 

invoked only after the “seven seals of Daniel and Revelation” are opened by the Lamb slain in Heaven.  

This event, occurring after the rapture, will be a prelude to the very end judgment of Armageddon, 

known prophetically as “the great and dreadful Day of the Lord.”   

 

None of these should be misconstrued as natural lunar eclipses.  In its context, Joel’s statement 

indicates that the darkening of the Sun and blood redness of the moon is not from lunar eclipses, rather 

from the destructions during the great tribulation period (following the rapture of the Church) as stated 

in Joel 2:30, “… and on earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke,” which also has the ability to 

produce the darkening of the sun and a blood red moon… but not for just a night or day, but a horrible 

atmospheric pollution for the last season of life on the earth. 

 

Finally, until recently, the Church has never followed this practice, and only through the rise of the 

Messianic Church are primarily Jewish omens being introduced to the rest of the Church.  I believe 

because of a lack of general knowledge, and the dramatics of it, many believe it to have substance.  I 

have listened to Mark Blitz teaching in its entirety, and it can only have credence to those who aren’t as 

versed in the scriptures concerning end-times. 
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ADDENDUM 
 
From Prophets to Prognosticators 
 
American collegiate Dictionary - Prognosticator - verb (used with object), prognosticated, 
prognosticating.  

- to forecast or predict (something future) from present indications, omens or signs. 
 
American Collegiate Dictionary - Omen - In the field of astrology, solar and lunar eclipses (along with the 
appearance of comets and to some extent the full moon) have often been considered omens of notable 
or significant events throughout history in many societies. 
 

Deu 18:10-11 GNB  Don't sacrifice your children in the fires on your altars; and don't let your 
people practice divination or look for omens or use spells  (11)  or charms, and don't let them 
consult the spirits of the dead. 

 

Prophet (prophesy)  - One who receives a word from the Lord –  

 
Deu 18:13-22 KJV  Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.  (14)  For these nations, which 
thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the 
LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.  (15)  The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;  (16)  
According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, 
saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire 
any more, that I die not.  (17)  And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which 
they have spoken.  (18)  I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto 
thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command 
him.  (19)  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he 
shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.  (20)  But the prophet, which shall presume to 
speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the 
name of other gods, even that prophet shall die.  (21)  And if thou say in thine heart, How shall 
we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken?  (22)  When a prophet speaketh in the 
name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD 
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of 
him. 

 
Isa 8:18-22 AMP  Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has given me are signs and wonders 
[that are to take place] in Israel from the Lord of hosts, Who dwells on Mount Zion.  (19)  And 
when the people [instead of putting their trust in God] shall say to you, Consult for direction 
mediums and wizards who chirp and mutter, should not a people seek and consult their God? 
Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living?  (20)  [Direct such people] to the teaching 
and to the testimony! If their teachings are not in accord with this word, it is surely because 
there is no dawn and no morning for them.  (21)  And they [who consult mediums and wizards] 
shall pass through [the land] sorely distressed and hungry; and when they are hungry, they will 
fret, and will curse by their king and their God; and whether they look upward  (22)  Or look to 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eclipses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Full_moon
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the earth, they will behold only distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish, and into thick 
darkness and widespread, obscure night they shall be driven away. 
 
 

Astrology consists of several systems of divination[1] based on the premise that there is a relationship 

between astronomical phenomena and events in the human world. Many cultures have attached 

importance to astronomical events, and the Indians, Chinese, and Mayans developed elaborate systems 

for predicting terrestrial events from celestial observations. 

John Hagee – CBN - Hagee’s latest book. ”Just as in biblical times, God is controlling the sun, the moon 

and the stars to send our generation a signal that something big is about to happen.” 

(He is likening the sun standing still (Joshua) and being moved backwards 10 degrees (King Hezekiah) to 

the blood moons, as if God is “personally directing these phenomena as supernatural, rather than 

admitting they are in reality natural occurrences. 

The Blaze - Are specific celestial events, including Tuesday’s “blood moon,” really evidence that the end 
times are upon us or that, at the least, something profound is on the horizon concerning Israel? 

It’s the latter claim that’s being made by Texas pastor John Hagee, whose 2013 book, “Four Blood 
Moons: Something Is About to Change,” detailed the supposedly prophetic signs Hagee believes God is 
sending mankind. 

Hagee contends that these messages are coming through tetrads — rare series of four total lunar 
eclipses that occur over two-year periods. These “blood moons,” named for the reddish color that 
results when the Earth comes between the sun and moon, are tied to major events involving Israel, he 
says. 

The Book of Genesis says God uses the sun, moon, and stars for signs and seasons. Examples can 

be found throughout the Bible.  

 

According to Pastor John Hagee, God is getting ready to speak this way once again. 

"There's a sense in the world that things are changing and God is trying to communicate with us 

in a supernatural way," Hagee told CBN News. 

 

Four Blood Moons 

In his latest book, Four Blood Moons: Something Is About to Change, Hagee lays out what he 

calls celestial signals. He describes how a series of blood moons in 2014 and 2015 will have great 

significance for Israel.   

 

Although single blood moons happen fairly regularly, four appearing so closely together is 

extremely rare. There have only been a series of blood moons a handful of times over the past 

500 years. 

 

So what exactly is a blood moon and what is the biblical significance? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_astrology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_astrology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayans
http://www.theblaze.com/stories/2014/04/15/see-the-awesome-pictures-and-video-of-last-nights-first-of-four-blood-moons/
http://www.amazon.com/Four-Blood-Moons-Something-Change/dp/1617952141/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1392059041&sr=8-1&keywords=Four+Blood+Moons%3A+Something+Is+About+to+Change
http://www.amazon.com/Four-Blood-Moons-Something-Change/dp/1617952141/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1392059041&sr=8-1&keywords=Four+Blood+Moons%3A+Something+Is+About+to+Change
http://www.theblaze.com/stories/2014/04/15/see-the-awesome-pictures-and-video-of-last-nights-first-of-four-blood-moons/
http://www.amazon.com/Four-Blood-Moons-Something-Change/dp/1617952141/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1392059041&sr=8-1&keywords=Four+Blood+Moons%3A+Something+Is+About+to+Change
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"A blood moon is when the Earth comes between the sun and the moon," Hagee explained. 

"And the sun is shining through the atmosphere of the Earth and casts up on the moon a red 

shadow. And so the moon appears to be red." 

Such moons appear several times in scripture. 

In the book of Joel, God says there will be "wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and 

fire…the sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great 

and dreadful day of the Lord." 

 

In Acts, the Apostle Peter repeats that verse from Joel. And the book of Revelation says that 

during the Great Tribulation, "the moon will become like blood." 

 

 

Blood moons are set to appear in April 2014, on Passover, and then again in October 2014 

during the Feast of Tabernacles, or Sukkot. 

The timing is the same for 2015 -- a total of four blood moons, all appearing on Jewish feast 

days. 

"The sun and the moon and the Earth are controlled by God almighty," Hagee said. "He is the 

one that is getting them in a direct alignment on a certain day at a certain time -- but each time, 

it's a Passover or Sukkot. 
 

  

  

Article from NASA:  What is a Blood Moon? 

 
Lunar eclipse illustration courtesy of Luc Viatour 

A lunar tetrad – four total lunar eclipses in a row – 
began on April 15, 2014. The last total lunar eclipse 
happened on October 8, 2014, and the next will take 
place on April 4, 2015. 

 

The first Blood Moon eclipse in a series of four happened on the night of April 14-15, 2014. The second 
one took place on the night of October 7-8, 2014. At that October Blood Moon, there was a total lunar 
eclipse. We in astronomy had not heard the term Blood Moon used in quite this way before this year, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Eclipse_lune.jpg
http://earthsky.org/tonight/total-lunar-eclipse-for-the-americas-on-night-of-april-14-15
http://earthsky.org/tonight/total-lunar-eclipse-blood-moon-hunters-moon-october-7-8-2014
http://earthsky.org/tonight/total-lunar-eclipse-blood-moon-hunters-moon-october-7-8-2014
http://earthsky.org/tonight/total-lunar-eclipse-blood-moon-hunters-moon-october-7-8-2014
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but now the term has become widespread in the media. The origin of the term is religious, at least 
according to Christian pastor John Hagee, who wrote a 2013 book about Blood Moons.  

Meanwhile, both astronomers and some proponents of Christian prophesy are talking about the 
ongoing lunar tetrad – the series of four total lunar eclipses – which began with the total lunar eclipse 
on the night of April 14-15.  

We don’t have any special knowledge about the Blood Moons of Biblical prophecy. But, since they’re 
moons, and since people are asking us, we wanted to provide some info.

 

This is what a total eclipse looks like. This is the total eclipse of October 27, 2004 via Fred Espenak of 
NASA. Visit Fred’s page here. We astronomy writers often describe a totally eclipsed moon as appearing 
‘blood red.’ Here’s why the moon turns red during a total eclipse. 

What is a lunar tetrad? Both astronomers and followers of certain Christian pastors are talking about 
the lunar tetrad of 2014-2015. What is a tetrad? It’s four successive total lunar eclipses, with no partial 
lunar eclipses in between, each of which is separated from the other by six lunar months (six full moons) 

Blood Moons in Biblical prophecy. We’re not experts on prophecy of any kind. But we’ll tell you what 
we know about the new definition for Blood Moon that has raised so many questions recently.  

From what we’ve been able to gather, two Christian pastors, Mark Blitz and John Hagee, use the term 
Blood Moon to apply to the full moons of the ongoing tetrad – four successive total lunar eclipses, with 
no partial lunar eclipses in between, each of which is separated from the other by six lunar months (six 
full moons) – in 2014 and 2015.  

John Hagee appears to have popularized the term in his 2013 book Four Blood Moons: Something is 
About to Change. 

Mark Blitz and John Hagee speak of a lunar tetrad as representing a fulfillment of Biblical prophecy. 
After all, the moon is supposed to turn blood red before the end times, isn’t it? As described in Joel 2:31 
(Common English Bible):  “The sun will be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood before the great 
and dreadful day of the LORD comes.” 

That description, by the way, describes both a total solar eclipse and total lunar eclipse. Sun turned to 
darkness = moon directly between the Earth and sun in a total solar eclipse. Moon turned to blood = 
Earth directly between the sun and moon, Earth’s shadow falling on the moon in a total lunar eclipse.  

http://earthsky.org/tonight/total-lunar-eclipse-for-the-americas-on-night-of-april-14-15
http://www.mreclipse.com/
http://earthsky.org/space/why-does-the-moon-look-red-during-a-total-lunar-eclipse
http://www.amazon.com/Four-Blood-Moons-Something-Change/dp/1617952141/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1385072512&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Four-Blood-Moons-Something-Change/dp/1617952141/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1385072512&sr=8-1
http://en.es-static.us/upl/2012/11/eclipse_total_espanek_10-27-2004-e1358526755212.jpeg
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This book, published in 2013, is apparently what launched all the questions to our astronomy website 
about Blood Moons. We confess. We haven’t read it. 

Dates of Biblical prophecy Blood Moons in 2014 and 2015. These are the dates for the ongoing tetrad – 
four successive total lunar eclipses – in these years. 

2014: 
Total lunar eclipse: April 14-15 
Total lunar eclipse: October 7-8 

2015: 
Total lunar eclipse: April 4 
Total lunar eclipse: September 28 

There are a total of 8 tetrads in the 21st century (2001 to 2100). But proponents of this Biblical prophecy 
regard the ongoing tetrad as especially significant because it coincides with two important Jewish 
holidays: Passover and Tabernacles.  

The April 2014 and April 2015 total lunar eclipses align with the feast of Passover. The October 2014 and 
September 2015 total lunar eclipses align with the feast of Tabernacles.  

The Jewish calendar is a lunar calendar. In any year, it’s inevitable that a full moon should fall on or near 
the feasts of Passover (15 Nissan) and Tabernacles (15 Tishri). Nissan and Tishri are the first and seventh 
months of the Jewish calendar, respectively. 

It is somewhat ironic that three of these four lunar eclipses are not visible – even in part – from Israel. 
The only eclipse that can be seen at all from Israel is the tail end of the September 28, 2015 eclipse, 
which may be observable for a short while before sunrise. 

How common is a tetrad of total lunar eclipses? Depending upon the century in which you live, a lunar 
tetrad (four consecutive total lunar eclipses, spaced at six lunar months apart from one another) may 
happen fairly frequently – or not at all.  

For instance, in our 21st century (2001-2100), there are a total 8 tetrads, but in the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries, there were none at all. If we include all the centuries from the 1st century (AD 1-100) through 
the 21st century (2001-2100), inclusive, there are a total of 62 tetrads. The last one occurred in 2003-
2004, and the next one after the 2014-2015 tetrad will happen in 2032-2033. 

There is nothing supernatural or divine about their occurrence, in fact we can predict them with certain 
accuracy both now and in the future to the exact dates they will occur.  They are the result of the 
natural motion of the planets. 

However, if we want to know which tetrads specifically fell on the Jewish feasts of Passover and 
Tabernacles, there appear to be a total of 8 in these 21 centuries:  

1. 162-163 C.E. (Common Era) 
2. 795-796 C.E. 

http://earthsky.org/tonight/total-lunar-eclipse-for-the-americas-on-night-of-april-14-15
http://earthsky.org/tonight/total-lunar-eclipse-blood-moon-hunters-moon-october-7-8-2014
http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/OH/OHtables/OH2014-Tab06.pdf
http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/LEcat5/LEcatalog.html
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3. 842-843 C.E. 
4. 860-861 C.E. 
5. 1493-1494 C.E. 
6. 1949-1950 C.E. 
7. 1967-1968 C.E. 
8. 2014-2015 C.E.  

Why is the term Blood Moon being used to mean a full moon of a lunar tetrad? We can’t really tell you 
why more and more people are using the term Blood Moon to describe the four full moons of a lunar 
tetrad. We don’t know why, exactly. 

Here’s the definition of a lunar tetrad, again: four successive total lunar eclipses, with no partial eclipses 
in between, each of which is separated from the other by six lunar months (six full moons). There’s no 
obvious reason why Blood Moon should be associated with this term. 

To the best of our knowledge, however, the use of the term Blood Moon to describe a lunar tetrad is of 
recent origin. It might have originated with John Hagee’s 2013 book.  

We’re still not sure whether Blood Moon pertains to the full moon of any tetrad, or specifically to a 
tetrad that coincides with the feasts of Passover and Tabernacles. 

Either way, I suspect the nouveau definition of Blood Moon will gain traction as we approach the tetrad, 
the four total lunar eclipses of 2014 and 2015.  

Other times in astronomy you hear “moon” and “blood” in same sentence. The full moon nearly 
always appears coppery red during a total lunar eclipse. That’s because the dispersed light from all the 
Earth’s sunrises and sunsets falls on the face of the moon at mid-eclipse. Thus the term blood moon can 
be and probably is applied to any and all total lunar eclipses. It’s only in years where volcanic activity is 
pronounced that the moon’s face during a total lunar eclipse might appear more brownish or gray in 
color. Usually, the moon looks red. We astronomy writers often say it looks blood red. Why? Because it 
sounds dramatic, and a lunar eclipse is a dramatic natural event. Read more here: Why does the moon 
look red during a total lunar eclipse? 

What’s more, in folklore, all the full moons have names. The names typically coincide with months of 
the year, or seasons. One of the most famous moon names is the Hunter’s Moon. It is the the full moon 
immediately following the Harvest Moon, which is the full moon occurring most closely to the autumnal 
equinox.  

The Hunter’s Moon, in skylore, is also sometimes called the Blood Moon. Why? Probably because it’s a 
characteristic of these autumn full moons that they appear nearly full – and rise soon after sunset – for 
several evenings in a row. Many people see them when they are low in the sky, shortly after they’ve 
risen, at which time there’s more atmosphere between you and the moon than when the moon is 
overhead. When you see the moon low in the sky, the extra air between you and the moon makes the 
moon look reddish. Voila. Blood moon. 

The second total lunar eclipse of the coming lunar tetrad will take place on October 8, the same night as 
the Hunter’s Moon. So there will be two reasons to use the term Blood Moon that night. 

http://earthsky.org/space/why-does-the-moon-look-red-during-a-total-lunar-eclipse
http://earthsky.org/space/why-does-the-moon-look-red-during-a-total-lunar-eclipse
http://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/full-moon-names
http://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-hunters-moon
http://earthsky.org/moon-phases/full-moon
http://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/harvest-moon-2
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Dates for the Northern Hemisphere’s Harvest and Hunter’s Moons in 2014 and 2015: 

2014: 
Harvest Moon: September 9 
Autumn Equinox: September 23 
Hunter’s (Blood) Moon: October 8 

2015: 
Autumn Equinox: September 23 
Harvest Moon: September 28 
Hunter’s (Blood) Moon: October 27 

Why does the moon look red during a total lunar eclipse? 

 During a lunar eclipse, you’ll see the Earth’s shadow creeping across the moon’s face. The shadow will 
appear dark, like a bite taken out of a cookie, until the shadow completely covers the moon. Then, 
during the breathtaking time of totality, the shadow on the moon’s face often suddenly changes. Instead 
of dark, it appears red. Why? 

The reason stems from the air we breathe. During a total lunar eclipse, the Earth lies directly between 
the sun and the moon, causing the Earth to cast its shadow on the moon. If Earth didn’t have an 
atmosphere, then, when the moon was entirely within Earth’s shadow, the moon would would appear 
black and invisible.  

Thanks to Earth’s atmosphere, what actually happens is much more subtle and beautiful. 
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Lunar eclipse of March 3, 2007. Image by Joshua Valcarcel via Wikimedia Commons. 

Earth’s atmosphere extends about 50 miles (80 kilometers) above Earth’s surface. During a total lunar 
eclipse, when the moon is submerged in Earth’s shadow, there is circular ring around Earth – the ring of 
our atmosphere – through which the sun’s rays pass.  

Sunlight is composed of a range of frequencies. As sunlight passes through our atmosphere, the green to 
violet portion of the light spectrum is, essentially, filtered out. This same effect, by the way, is what 
makes our sky blue during the day. Meanwhile, the reddish portion of the spectrum is least affected.  

What’s more, when this reddish light first entered the atmosphere, it was bent (refracted) toward the 
Earth’s surface. It’s bent again when it exits on the other side of Earth. This double bending sends the 
reddish light onto the moon during a total lunar eclipse.  

 

Apollo astronauts acquired the photo at left, and the Japanese lunar probe Kaguya acquired the one at 
right, during a 2009 total lunar eclipse. At left, you see the view of a person standing on the moon 
during a total lunar eclipse. Sunlight is shining through Earth’s atmosphere. At right, the fully eclipsed 
moon takes on the reddish color of sunlight filtered and refracted through Earth’s atmosphere. Photo 
Credits: JAXA (left), Jim Fakatselis (right). Images via AstroBob 

Depending on the conditions of our atmosphere at the time of the eclipse (dust, humidity, temperature 
and so on can all make a difference), the surviving light will illuminate the moon with a color that ranges 
from copper-colored to deep red.  

In December 1992, not long after the eruption of Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines, there was so much 
dust in Earth’s atmosphere that the totally eclipsed moon could barely be seen. 

Can anyone know in advance how red the moon will appear during a total lunar eclipse? Not precisely. 
Before an eclipse takes place, you’ll often hear people speculating about it. That uncertainty is part of 
the fun of eclipses, so enjoy! And watch for the red moon during a lunar eclipse. 

http://astrobob.areavoices.com/2010/12/19/preparing-for-monday-nights-lunar-eclipse-part-i/
http://en.es-static.us/upl/2011/12/Lunar-eclipse-two-perspecs-1024x429.jpeg
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A lunar eclipse takes place when the sun, Earth and moon line up in space. The moon passes through 
Earth’s shadow.  

Bottom line: A moon may look red during a total lunar eclipse because of sunlight that is filtered and 
refracted by Earth’s atmosphere. 

Red Flags 

The first red flag of caution that must be considered is the source of the theory. Mark Biltz is involved in 
what is called the Hebrew Roots Movement.  

This is an anti-Christian, Judaizing movement. Its members have done everything they can to 
delegitimize the writings of the Apostle Paul because of his teaching that the Law of Moses was 
invalidated by the Cross. 

The second red flag is that Biltz is involved in date setting. Mark Blitz, using his “divining” methods has 
announced 2015 as the date of the Lord’s return.  Both Matthew 24:36 and Matthew 25:13 state that 
we cannot know the day or hour of the Lord's return. With regard to the parable of the wise and foolish 
virgins contained in Matthew 25:1-13, Biltz dismisses Jesus' warning in verse 13 that no one can know 
the day or hour of His return. He does this by arguing that it is directed at the foolish virgins, and not the 
wise ones. Yet, there is nothing in the parable to substantiate this conclusion. 

With regard to Jesus' similar statement in Matthew 24:36, Biltz tries to explain it away by saying it is a 
reference to the Feast of Trumpets because although there is a yearly date for this feast, no one knows 
for certain when it will actually begin because its beginning is dependent on the sighting of a new moon. 
Again, there is no justification in the context of the this verse for such a bizarre interpretation. 

Another red flag is the fact that there is no way the Second Coming could occur in the Fall of 2015 
because there are too many prophecies that must be fulfilled before the Lord's return. To name a few: 

 The Rapture of the Church must occur. 
 The seven year period called the Tribulation must take place. 
 The Jewish Temple must be rebuilt. 
 The Antichrist must be revealed. 
 A second Jewish holocaust must occur. 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matthew%2024.36
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matthew%2025.13
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matthew%2025.1-13
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matthew%2024.36
http://en.es-static.us/upl/2011/06/lunar_eclipse_diagram.png
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To his credit, John Hagee does not set a date for the Lord's return in his excellent new book, Four Blood 
Moons. Instead, he simply takes Biltz's discovery and argues that it is an omen of a major development 
that will take place — a development that will most certainly have a significant impact on the Jewish 
people. 

Red Moons 

A "blood moon" is the name that has often been assigned to a complete lunar eclipse, which occurs 
when the earth comes between the sun and the moon, putting the moon into a complete shadow. Such 
a moon often (but not always) appears to be red in color because of the way light bends around the 
earth's atmosphere, scattering short wavelength light (green through violet) and leaving longer 
wavelength light (red, orange and yellow). It's why sunsets and sunrises generally are red. 

Complete or total lunar eclipses are relatively rare. During the 20th Century, there was a total of 229 
lunar eclipses of all types, but only 81 of these were total eclipses (completely obscuring the moon in 
the earth's shadow). The rest were partial eclipses. In this century there will be 228 lunar eclipses of all 
types and 85 total eclipses.7 

What is rarer is what is called a "tetrad." This is a series of four total lunar eclipses in a row over a two 
year period of time. Since the time of Christ there have been a total of 87 tetrads, including the last one 
that occurred in 2003-2004. In this century, we are scheduled to experience 8 tetrads, the most that can 
occur in a century's time (some centuries have had none at all). 

Biltz and Hagee both make much of the fact that the last three tetrads that fell on Jewish feast days 
occurred at times when significant events were happening among the Jewish people: 

1. 1493-1494 — This tetrad followed the expulsion of the Jews from Spain in 1492. 
2. 1949-1950 — This tetrad followed the re-establishment of the state of Israel in 1948. 
3. 1967-1968 — The beginning of this tetrad occurred right before the beginning of the Six Day war 

in 1967. 

Notice that two of these tetrads followed the significant events. Only one (1967-1968) served as a partial 
precursor of the event. And notice that there was no significant event in Jewish history that was related 
to the first five tetrads that fell on Jewish feast days.  

There is really little risk in predicting that something significant may happen to Israel in relation to the 
2014-2015 blood moon tetrad. After all, significance has been give to events that happened a year 
before the tetrad (Spain's expulsion of the Jews in 1492 and the establishment of the state of Israel in 
1948). And thus those who are enthusiastic about the Blood Moon Theory would surely not hesitate to 
give significance to an event that occurs one year after the tetrad. Since the tetrad itself consumes a 
time period of two years, this means that the prediction that something important will happen in Israel 
in relation to the 2014-2015 tetrad has a window of four years for its fulfillment! 
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As for blood moons, the Bible refers to them several times or imply a blood moon when they speak of 
the moon being "darkened" (Isaiah 13:10, Joel 2:10, Joel 3:15, and Matthew 24:29). Others specifically 
mention a moon "turned to blood" (Joel 2:31 and Revelation 6:12). 

But the one thing all these verses have in common is that all of them refer to the Second Coming of the 
Messiah, and since that cannot occur in 2015, the tetrad of 2014-2015 — if it has any prophetic 
significance — cannot be a sign that the Messiah is going to return to earth at that time.  

It appears that after Mark Biltz appeared on the Prophecy in the News television broadcast in early 
2008, he received a lot of flack for indicating that the Lord might return on the date of the last blood 
moon of 2015 (September 28). Also, people pointed out that the Tribulation, lasting 7 years, had to 
happen first. Biltz replied to these objections on his website by stating that there was room for the 
Tribulation, if it started in the Fall of 2008, because counting forward from that date would place the 
Lord's return in the Fall of 2015 at the end of the 2014- 2015 tetrad. When the Fall of 2008 passed 
without the Tribulation beginning, Biltz pulled the article from his website.  

Mark Blitz 

Regarding his being a “Judaiser” anti-Christian, he states on the home page of his website that, "We do 
not want to convert Jews to Christianity.” Furthermore, the pastor of another Hebrew Roots 
congregation states on his website: "Pastor Mark Biltz and I are both in agreement that the foolish 
virgins of Matthew 25 are ALL the Sunday churches." The same posting refers to the Apostle Paul as "the 
spouter of lies." 

Pastor Biltz says on his website that his goal is to make "non-Christian followers of Jesus."  

Pastor Biltz has since published his own book titled Blood Moons. The sub-title of the book is most 
revealing: "Decoding the Imminent Heavenly Signs."  

This sub-title hints at a fact that is clearly revealed in the book itself — namely, Mark Biltz is deeply 
involved with Jewish mysticism, called Kabbalah. The Kabbalah Movement argues that the full message 
of the Bible is never on the surface. Rather, one must search below the surface text, using Kabbalah 
techniques, to find the true and full meaning. This, of course, is sheer nonsense. The only biblical 
requirement for understanding the depths of God's Word is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

In his book, Biltz argues that one cannot understand the Bible without understanding Hebrew, and even 
that is not sufficient because every Hebrew letter stands for a word, a number and a picture. So in order 
to fully "decode" the Bible, one must understand the picture meaning of each Hebrew letter. This is 
what he calls "the decoder ring" for understanding "what God is hiding." 

Biltz also states that his spiritual mentor, the man who "changed his life," is Moshe Braun. This man 
happens to be an unregenerate Jewish Rabbi, yet this is the man to whom Biltz attributes his "spiritual 
insights." 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2013.10
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Joel%202.10
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Joel%203.15
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matthew%2024.29
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Joel%202.31
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Revelation%206.12
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