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How to Stand in the Evil Day 

(7 Principles) 

© Copyright 2018 – Dr. Don G. Pickney 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  (11)  Put on the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  (12)  For we 

wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  (13)  Wherefore take 
unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 

done all, to stand. - Ephesians 6:10-13 KJV  

 

“Stand” (Complete Biblical Dictionary) GREEK: ἵστημι  hístēmi; fut. When used trans., the verb 
means to cause to stand, to place in a position above; In the pass., to be established; Deriv.: 
anthístēmi – to preside, rule; take position as a leader or captain over a victorious spoil. 

 

The part a position (stand) of victory plays is vital to your outcome of success.  Each principle in 
this outline demands that you approach it from a position of victory.  There is no room for 
question.  Your position has already been settled and determined by God who always puts you 
over and causes you to triumph.  Meditate with yourself seated high on a throne (in Christ), 
ruling over and placing in position each of these principles.  It can not be stressed enough that 
“victory” is the thread that runs through every part of the following principles:   

 

1. Set your course to win (Only you can set your course of victory or of struggle to be 
victorious.) 

2 Corinthians 2:14 MSG  And I got it, thank God! In the Messiah, in Christ, God leads us from 
place to place in one perpetual victory parade. Through us, he brings knowledge of Christ. 
Everywhere we go, people breathe in the exquisite fragrance. 

 

A. Never allow for failure – In your “belief system,” position yourself in victory and 
remain in that place:  

a. Failure begins with your “thought life” – You can’t defeat negative thoughts with 
positive thoughts”—it takes spoken words (affirmations and declarations of 
faith) to counter opposing mental pictures 

B. Negative thoughts breed negative actions 

a. Free yourself of negativity by bringing every thought into obedience – “casting 
down imaginations, bringing into captivity every thought to obedience of Christ.” 
(2Corinthians 10:4-5)   

C. Remove all margin (limiters) from your faith.  When trusting God, be willing to fail 
“big!”  The greatest successes come from the biggest risks. The more you put 
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yourself out there in faith’s ventures, the greater the victories! 

D. Build a strong foundation of faith – We stand or fall based on our “life’s foundation.” 
Better to find yourself resting in God’s Covenant than find yourself in His Hand 
(where God’s mercy goes into motion, where He will be merciful to whom He will 
show mercy and show compassion to whom he will extend compassion).  Faith only 
has certainty available based on the foundation built with our life-doctrine: 

a. Isaiah 28:16 AMP  “Therefore thus says the Lord God, Behold, I am laying in Zion 
for a foundation a Stone, a tested Stone, a precious Cornerstone of sure 
foundation; he who believes (trusts in, relies on, and adheres to that Stone) will 
not be ashamed or give way or hasten away [in sudden panic].” 

b. Luke 6:46-49 AMP  “Why do you call Me, Lord, Lord, and do not [practice] what I 
tell you?  (47)  For everyone who comes to Me and listens to My words [in order 
to heed their teaching] and does them, I will show you what he is like:  (48)  He is 
like a man building a house, who dug and went down deep and laid a foundation 
upon the rock; and when a flood arose, the torrent broke against that house and 
could not shake or move it, because it had been securely built or founded on a 
rock.  (49)  But he who merely hears and does not practice doing My words is like 
a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation, against which the 
torrent burst, and immediately it collapsed and fell, and the breaking and ruin of 
that house was great.” 

c. Psalms 112:6-8 AMP  “He will not be moved forever; the [uncompromisingly] 
righteous (the upright, in right standing with God) shall be in everlasting 
remembrance. [Prov. 10:7.]  (7)  He shall not be afraid of evil tidings; his heart is 
firmly fixed, trusting (leaning on and being confident) in the Lord.  (8)  His heart 
is established and steady, he will not be afraid while he waits to see his desire 
established upon his adversaries.” 

 

2. Count the cost  

Luke 14:28-33 MSG  "Is there anyone here who, planning to build a new house, doesn't first 
sit down and figure the cost so you'll know if you can complete it?  (29)  If you only get the 
foundation laid and then run out of money, you're going to look pretty foolish. Everyone 
passing by will poke fun at you:  (30)  'He started something he couldn't finish.'  (31)  "Or 
can you imagine a king going into battle against another king without first deciding whether 
it is possible with his ten thousand troops to face the twenty thousand troops of the other?  
(32)  And if he decides he can't, won't he send an emissary and work out a truce?  (33)  
"Simply put, if you're not willing to take what is dearest to you, whether plans or people, 
and kiss it good-bye, you can't be my disciple.” 

A. Learn how to make a quality decision 

Joshua 24:15-21 KJV  And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you 
this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that 
were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land 
ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.  (16)  And the 
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people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve 
other gods;  (17)  For the LORD our God, he it is that brought us up and our 
fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those 
great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and 
among all the people through whom we passed:  (18)  And the LORD drave out 
from before us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: 
therefore will we also serve the LORD; for he is our God.  (19)  And Joshua said 
unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous 
God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.  (20)  If ye forsake the 
LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume 
you, after that he hath done you good.  (21)  And the people said unto Joshua, 
Nay; but we will serve the LORD. 

  

B. With regards to your faith, refuse compromise – God and His Word respond to the 
quality of your decisions.  God looks upon the heart of man and judges without 
respect to outward actions. Satan’s reaction is based solely on the quality of faith.  
Your “stand” against the devil must come from a position of God’s own strength. 

a. “This is not just another ‘family game’ – faith and make-believe is not the same; 
the devils out to kill us. but we won’t let him; we’re not playing just another 
family game. (Song written by Pastor Don in 1976) 

 

3. Know your enemy 

 

A. The world (entices by temptation) 

a. 1 John 5:19 AMP  “We know [positively] that we are of God, and the whole world 
[around us] is under the power of the evil one.” 

b. 1 John 2:16 AMP  “For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh [craving for 
sensual gratification] and the lust of the eyes [greedy longings of the mind] and 
the pride of life [assurance in one's own resources or in the stability of earthly 
things]--these do not come from the Father but are from the world [itself].” 
 

B. The flesh (deludes by self-identifying deception) 

a. 1 Corinthians 9:26 WNT  “That is how I run, not being in any doubt as to my goal. 
I am a boxer who does not inflict blows on the air.” 

b. Matthew 26:41 MSG  “Stay alert; be in prayer so you don't wander into 
temptation without even knowing you're in danger. There is a part of you (the 
spirit) that is eager, ready for anything in God. But there's another part (the 
flesh) that's as lazy as an old dog sleeping by the fire." 

c. Romans 7:18 KJV  “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find 
not.” 
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d. Romans 8:4-8 AMP  So that the righteous and just requirement of the Law might 
be fully met in us who live and move not in the ways of the flesh but in the ways 
of the Spirit [our lives governed not by the standards and according to the 
dictates of the flesh, but controlled by the Holy Spirit].  (5)  For those who are 
according to the flesh and are controlled by its unholy desires set their minds on 
and pursue those things which gratify the flesh, but those who are according to 
the Spirit and are controlled by the desires of the Spirit set their minds on and 
seek those things which gratify the [Holy] Spirit.  (6)  Now the mind of the flesh 
[which is sense and reason without the Holy Spirit] is death [death that 
comprises all the miseries arising from sin, both here and hereafter]. But the 
mind of the [Holy] Spirit is life and [soul] peace [both now and forever].  (7)  
[That is] because the mind of the flesh [with its carnal thoughts and purposes] is 
hostile to God, for it does not submit itself to God's Law; indeed it cannot.  (8)  
So then those who are living the life of the flesh [catering to the appetites and 
impulses of their carnal nature] cannot please or satisfy God, or be acceptable to 
Him.” 

 

C. The devil (deceives by distortion of truth) 

a. 1 Peter 5:8-9 AMP  “Be well balanced (temperate, sober of mind), be vigilant and 
cautious at all times; for that enemy of yours, the devil, roams around like a lion 
roaring [in fierce hunger], seeking someone to seize upon and devour.  (9)  
Withstand him; be firm in faith [against his onset--rooted, established, strong, 
immovable, and determined], knowing that the same (identical) sufferings are 
appointed to your brotherhood (the whole body of Christians) throughout the 
world.” 

b. Ephesians 6:16 AMP “ Lift up over all the [covering] shield of saving faith, upon 
which you can quench all the flaming missiles of the wicked [one].” 

 

Secrets for When Satan Attacks Your Mind: 

• Determine who’s side you are own:  God’s side or Satan’s side?  It doesn’t 
matter that God is on your side, if you land on Satan’s side against 
yourself.  It is vital to always positions yourself on God’s side for you! 

• Satan’s thoughts are launched within your own mind as your own 
thoughts against you:   

o When you experience a failure, he says, “You are such a failure, 
you’ve really messed up this time, there’s really no hope for you.” 
You will respond either on Satan’s side against yourself, “I have 
failed miserably; I am such a failure,” or on God’s side for you, 
“No Devil, there is no failure in Christ Jesus, nothing can separate 
me from the love of Christ.” (Romans 8:38,39) “I have the gift of 
righteousness, and God has declared me righteous in Christ 
(Romans 5:17); 



5 
 

o When Satan attacks you with, “No one loves you, you are just a nobody, 
an outcast, alone and without any significance, you will either respond 
on Satan’s side against yourself, “I have no real reason of existence, my 
life has no significance, etc.” or you will respond on God’s side with, 
“Satan, God’s word declares that before I was born, God’s book was 
written of every day of my life with His plan and purpose, and I am 
confident of this one thing, that He that began a good work in me will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians. 1:6) “God has 
plans to for my good, to give me a great future.” (Jeremiah 29:11 

o When Satan attacks you with, “You know you don’t have enough 
faith to believe for what you are seeing in God’s word,” you will 
either respond on Satan’s side against yourself, “Yes, its true, my 
faith just isn’t there to believe reach for that,” or you will respond 
on God’s side for you with, “Satan, it’s not my faith that matters, 
it is the faithfulness of God in His promise that determines my 
ability to believe, and I am ‘strong in faith, giving glory to God, 
being fully persuaded that what He has promised HE IS ABLE TO 
PERFORM.” (Romans 4:20,21) 

o Get a visual of the line drawn in the sand in Satan’s attacks.  
Determine when thoughts appear in your mind to take your 
stand.  If it is against your belief system, then it is not your own 
thought, but Satan’s attack.  If you believe you both “own” the 
thought(s), not realizing it was injected by Satan, it will be Satan 
and you against God.  But if you believe that you don’t “own” the 
thought, then you will move over on God’s side and in His 
strength “expel” the thought(s).  It’s either: 
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4. Know your resource 

A. The Written Word 

a. Jesus’ statutes, promises and judgments 

B. The Holy Spirit  

a. “Other Tongues” is God’s plan for you to draw from your spirit mysteries for 
divine knowledge & understanding; wisdom & direction; and supernatural 
power, activating all nine manifestations or ‘gifts” of the Spirit. (1Corinthians 
12:4-10) 

b. New Creation realities 

a. Who you are in Christ 

b. What you have received in Him 

c. What you can do in His Name 

 

5. Count it ALL joy 

James 1:2-8 KJV  “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations;  (3)  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  (4)  But 
let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing.  (5)  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraids not; and it shall be given him.  (6)  But let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering. For he that wavers is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and 
tossed.  (7)  For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.  (8)  A 
double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 
 

A. Keep your eyes on your victorious finish line 

B. Become a master in the “art” of patience during trial 

 

6. Be Strong 

A. Learn how to use God’s strength 

B. Practice the “3 D’s) – Diligence, Discipline & Determination will always overcome 
Doubt, Discouragement & Dismay (caving in or giving up) 

C. Confess “no end” to your “rope.” We play “the game” ‘till we win! 

 

7. Constantly acknowledge “every good thing that is in you” in Christ (this will always 
locate your position) 

 

A. Don’t let the Word depart from your mouth (teach your lips what to say) 

B. Make the Word the “center focus” of our life – First place and final authority! 
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C. Keep it in your heart in abundance (practice the art of biblical mediation of the 
scriptures) 

7 Principles of How to Meditate in God’s Word: 

a. Change the scripture to “first person,” i.e. “My God shall supply all of your 
needs, according to His riches in glory,” becomes: “God supplies all of my needs, 
etc.”  Change “If God spared not His own son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall he not also freely give us all things,” to: “There is not anything God 
won’t do for me!” 

b. Make a mental picture of the context of scripture.  Take time to allow your mind 
to visualize all the intricate aspects of the “story of scripture.”  Let it be brought 
to life in your mind. 

c. In place of the person(s) in the story of scripture, insert yourself and allow it to 
play out in your mind.  Carefully ponder how it applies to you.  In some 
circumstances the person failed due to “something” vital.  In other cases the 
person succeeded.  Note carefully what worked for or against the subject. 

d. As a reality, how does this change your personal life or circumstance? 

e. Make a “quality decision to always be in agreement with God’s Word.  You are 
what God says you are, and you can do what He says you can do. 

f. In each time of mediation, make it your purpose to dwell briefly on seeing 
yourself as God sees you – the righteousness of God in Christ; accepted in the 
beloved; and more than a conqueror in Him. 

g. End your meditation reaffirming the integrity of God Word. He cannot deny 
(contradict or disavow) Himself.  Purpose to think less about your own faith, and 
more about His faithfulness to His promises. 

 

 


