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Signs & Symbols – A Basic of Jewishness 

Vs 

Faith & Reality – A Basic of Christianity 

 

Matthew 12:38 “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, Teacher, we desire 
to see a sign from You.” 

 
Matthew 16:4 NLT “Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a miraculous sign,  

but the only sign I will give them is the sign of the prophet Jonah. "  
Then Jesus left them and went away. 

 
1Corinthians 1:22-23 KJV “For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:  

But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block,  
and unto the Greeks foolishness” 

 
What Messianic Rabbi Jonathan Cahn offers his followers: 
 

“Teachings, meditations, insights with the deep riches of the Jewish roots of Jesus. To 
give you strength and victory for every day of your life.” 

 
However, Jesus clearly taught that He did not come to inspire people about His Jewish roots, 
rather His Heavenly roots.  He came with a totally NEW AND REVOLUTIONARY message 
separate from that of Moses and the Law.  Here is what the Gospel teaches that Jesus said 
about His “Jewish roots.” –  
 

John 8:31-45 “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;  (32)  And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.  (33)  They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were 
never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?  (34)  Jesus 
answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant 
of sin.  (35)  And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever.  
(36)  If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.  (37)  I know that 
ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you.  
(38)  I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen 
with your father.  (39)  They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus 
saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.  
(40)  But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard 
of God: this did not Abraham.  (41)  Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to 
him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.  (42)  Jesus said unto 
them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from 
God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.  (43)  Why do ye not understand my 
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speech? even because ye cannot hear my word.  (44)  Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do.” 

 
Matthew 5:20-48 “For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.  (21)  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and 
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:  (22)  But I say unto you, That 
whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: 
and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but 
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.  (23)  Therefore if thou 
bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against 
thee;  (24)  Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.  (25)  Agree with thine adversary quickly, 
whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison.  (26)  Verily 
I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the 
uttermost farthing.  (27)  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt 
not commit adultery:  (28)  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.  (29)  And if thy 
right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.  
(30)  And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be 
cast into hell.  (31)  It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give 
her a writing of divorcement:  (32)  But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away 
his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and 
whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.  (33)  Again, ye have 
heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but 
shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:  (34)  But I say unto you, Swear not at all; 
neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:  (35)  Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: 
neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.  (36)  Neither shalt thou swear 
by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black.  (37)  But let your 
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of 
evil.  (38)  Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth:  (39)  But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on 
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.  (40)  And if any man will sue thee at the law, 
and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also.  (41)  And whosoever shall compel 
thee to go a mile, go with him twain.  (42)  Give to him that asketh thee, and from him 
that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.  (43)  Ye have heard that it hath been 
said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.  (44)  But I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;  (45)  That ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.  (46)  For if ye love them 
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which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?  (47)  And if 
ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans 
so?  (48)  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 
Matthew 11:22-24 “But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the day of judgment, than for you.  (23)  And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto 
heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in 
thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.  (24)  But I say 
unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, 
than for thee.” 
 
John 8:38-59 “I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye 
have seen with your father.  (39)  They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our 
father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of 
Abraham.  (40)  But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I 
have heard of God: this did not Abraham.  (41)  Ye do the deeds of your father. Then 
said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.  (42)  
Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth 
and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.  (43)  Why do ye not 
understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word.  (44)  Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  (45)  And 
because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.  (46)  Which of you convinceth me of sin? 
And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?  (47)  He that is of God heareth God's 
words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.  (48)  Then answered the 
Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?  
(49)  Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour 
me.  (50)  And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth.  (51)  
Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.  (52)  
Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and 
the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death.  
(53)  Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are 
dead: whom makest thou thyself?  (54)  Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour 
is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God:  (55)  
Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall 
be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying.  (56)  Your father Abraham 
rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.  (57)  Then said the Jews unto him, 
Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?  (58)  Jesus said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.  (59)  Then took they up 
stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through 
the midst of them, and so passed by. 
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The Greatest stumbling block of Messianic “Jewishness” is “Abraham” and “Moses & the 
Law.” 
 

Messianic Jews believe in the Law of Moses, The Torah, or Jewish Written Law, consisting 
of the five books of the Hebrew Bible - known more commonly to non-Jews as the "Old 
Testament." 

 
A List of ordinances of the Mosaic Law taught in Messianic Orthodox Synagogues (taken from 
the website of Messianic Rabbi, Jonathan Cahn, of http://www.hopeoftheworld.org/from 
which the following is offered: 
 

To His People 

 
Of all the unreached peoples – there is one people that brought salvation to the world – one 

over whom He wept – and one of whom God promises – those who bless them will be blessed – 
His ancient family, the Jewish people. Thus we minister to the Jewish people within Israel and 

outside, including to those in the New York metropolitan area which contains the largest Jewish 
population in the world outside Israel. We also minister to the Church and non-Jewish believers 

their Jewish roots in Jesus.oJ 
 
 
 
Rabbi Jonathan Cahn’s website lists his teaching for messianic believers: 

 
 

THE TORAH SHOULD BE OBSERVED AS FOLLOWS: 

That the new month shall be solemnly proclaimed as holy, and the months and years 

shall be observed according to Torah law (Ex. 12:2)  

Not to travel on Shabbat outside the limits of one's place of residence (Ex. 16:29)  

To sanctify Shabbat (Ex. 20:8)  

Not to do work on Shabbat (Ex. 20:10)  

To rest on Shabbat (Ex. 23:12; 34:21)  

http://www.hopeoftheworld.org/
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To celebrate the festivals [Passover, Shavu'ot and Sukkot] (Ex. 23:14)  

To rejoice on the festivals (Deut. 16:14 

To appear in the Sanctuary on the festivals (Deut. 16:16)  

To remove chametz on the Eve of Passover (Ex. 12:15)  

To rest on the first day of Passover (Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:7)  

Not to do work on the first day of Passover (Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:6-7)  

To rest on the seventh day of Passover (Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:8)  

Not to do work on the seventh day of Passover (Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:8)  

To eat matzah on the first night of Passover (Ex. 12:18)  

That no chametz be in the Israelite's possession during Passover (Ex. 12:19)  

Not to eat any food containing chametz on Passover (Ex. 12:20)  

Not to eat chametz on Passover (Ex. 13:3)  

That chametz shall not be seen in an Israelite's home during Passover (Ex. 13:7)  

To discuss the departure from Egypt on the first night of Passover (Ex. 13:8)  

Not to eat chametz after mid-day on the fourteenth of Nissan (Deut. 16:3)  

To count forty-nine days from the time of the cutting of the Omer (first sheaves of the 

barley harvest) (Lev. 23:15)  

To rest on Shavu'ot (Lev. 23:21)  

Not to do work on the Shavu'ot (Lev. 23:21)  

To rest on Rosh Hashanah (Lev. 23:24)  

Not to do work on Rosh Hashanah (Lev. 23:25)  

To hear the sound of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah (Num. 29:1)  

To fast on Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:27)  

Not to eat or drink on Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:29)  
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Not to do work on Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:31)  

To rest on the Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:32)  

To rest on the first day of Sukkot (Lev. 23:35  

Not to do work on the first day of Sukkot (Lev. 23:35)  

To rest on the eighth day of Sukkot (Shemini Atzeret) (Lev. 23:36) (CCA37).  

Not to do work on the eighth day of Sukkot (Shemini Atzeret) (Lev. 23:36)  

What the New Testament Teaches about bringing Christ’s disciples under the Law: 
 

Galatians 4: 22-31 “For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a 
bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.  (23)  But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.  (24)  Which things are 
an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which 
gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.  (25)  For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and 
answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.  (26)  But 
Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.  (27)  For it is written, 
Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for 
the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.  (28)  Now we, 
brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.  (29)  But as then he that was born 
after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.  (30)  
Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the 
son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.  (31)  So then, 
brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.” 

 
Notice in the above, Isaac is the Church and Ishmael is Judaism in Paul’s analogy.  His answer is 
not “incorporate Judaism and Christianity!” Notice he proclaims there the two can never be 
compatible, any more than Isaac and Ishmael could be: “But as then he that was born after the 
flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.”    
 
The answer of Apostle Paul (above) is, “CAST OUT THE BONDWOMAN AND HER SON 
(JUDAISM)… FOR THE SON OF THE BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE HEIR WITH THE SON OF THE 
FREEWOMAN!”  He concludes, “Brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the 
free.” 
 
Additionally, from the above passage, we as Christians, our homage is supposed to be towards 
the Jerusalem that is in Heaven: “(25)  For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to 
Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.  (26)  But Jerusalem which is 
above is free, which is the mother of us all.”  
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Here is Paul’s teaching in full on the impossibility of reconciliation between Judaism and 
Christianity: 
 

Gal 2:1-5:4 KJV “Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 
and took Titus with me also.  (2)  And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto 
them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were 
of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.  (3)  But neither Titus, 
who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:  (4)  And that 
because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our 
liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:  (5)  To 
whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel 
might continue with you.  

 
This is Paul’s stand regarding subjecting Christianity to practices of Judaism: 
 

“…(5)  To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the 
gospel might continue with you…” 

 
(11)  But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he 
was to be blamed.  (12)  For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the 
Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision.  (13)  And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; 
insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.   
 
(14)  But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the 
gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of 
Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the 
Jews?   
 
(18)  For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.  (19)  
For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.  (20)  I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me.  (21)  I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, 
then Christ is dead in vain.   
 
(3:1) O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, 
before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?  (2)  
This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith?  (3)  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made 
perfect by the flesh?   
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(Notice here, the Apostle Paul calls following Judaism “the flesh.”  He concludes later 
that the flesh will war with the spirit, and the two cannot be compatible! 
 
(4)  Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.  (5)  He therefore that 
ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works 
of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  (6)  Even as Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.  (7)  Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, 
the same are the children of Abraham.  (8)  And the scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, 
saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.  (9)  So then they which be of faith are 
blessed with faithful Abraham.   
 

Messianic Rabbi Jonathan Cahn, insists that “only the natural seed of Abraham, the Jews, 
singularly are “blessed with faithful Abraham.” From earlier quote (above) – “Of all the 
unreached peoples – there is one people that brought salvation to the world – one over whom 
He wept – and one of whom God promises – those who bless them will be blessed – His 
ancient family, the Jewish people.   
 

(10)  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them.  (11)  But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is 
evident: for, The just shall live by faith.  (12)  And the law is not of faith: but, The man 
that doeth them shall live in them.   
 

Here Paul is declaring that if as believers you insist on being under the observance of the 
Jewish law, you are “under the curse.”  You MUST keep perfectly the Law to stay out from 
under the curse (which continues to exist outside of accepting freedom in Christ Jesus).  

 
(13)  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for 
it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:  (14)  That the blessing of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith.  (15)  Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; 
Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or 
addeth thereto.  (16)  Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.   
 
(19)  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 
seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in 
the hand of a mediator.   
 
(24)  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 
justified by faith.  (25)  But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster.  (26)  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  (27)  For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  (28)  There is 
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neither Jew nor Gentile, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.   

 
If this be true, then why do we need to cling to “Jewishness” or come to know and follow our 
“Jewish roots?” 

 
(4:1)  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be lord of all;  (2)  But is under tutors and governors until the time 
appointed of the father.  (3)  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage 
under the elements of the world:  (4)  But when the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,  (5)  To redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.  (6)  And because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.   
 
(7)  Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ.   
 
(9)  But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye 
again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in 
bondage?  (10)  Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.  (11)  I am afraid 
of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.   
 
(21)  Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law?  (22)  For it is 
written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.  
(23)  But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the 
freewoman was by promise.  (24)  Which things are an allegory: for these are the two 
covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.  
(25)  For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, 
and is in bondage with her children.  (26)  But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is 
the mother of us all.  (27)  For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break 
forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than 
she which hath an husband.   

 
This immediate prior verse is taken from Isaiah 54:1, a chapter that addresses the Church.  
Notice in the following verse, he likens the Church to Isaac (spiritual) and Judaism to Ishmael 
(the flesh). 

 
(28)  Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.  (29)  But as then he 
that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is 
now.  (30)  Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her 
son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.  
(31)  So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.  
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Again, in the above scripture, we stress that the two are not compatible… and Judaism should 
be abandoned (cast out!) 
 
Paul’s final word on the subject was: 
 

 (5:1) “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be 
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.  (2)  Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if 
ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.  (3)  For I testify again to every man 
that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.  (4)  Christ is become of no 
effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 


