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Nothing is What You Think It Is 
(It is what it is) 

A Prophetic Look at Current Events  

In Light of The Day of Jehovah Tsaba 
© Copyright 2020 – Dr. Don G. Pickney 

 

1. Where does the Corona Virus Covid-19 fit in the prophetic Day of Jehovah Tsaba? 

Globally, God is causing every nation to be shaken to their core. 

 

A.  “I will shake all nations…” Haggai. 2: 7; “Everything that can be shaken will be 

shaken…” Hebrews 12:26 

 

a. What is the Corona virus, and what do the facts tell us of its actual danger to 

humanity? It is impossible to get Chinese facts due to a government coverup. 

 

(I) South Korea, population 50.8 Million people, was the first outside of 

China to contract the Covid-19 virus, followed by Italy and Iran.  South 

Korea experienced its first outbreak only ONE MONTH AGO on 

February 19, 2020.  With far less knowledge than we have now, here 

is South Korea’s statistics of the disease to date (Notice the short 

extreme peak, then lessening of cases): 

 
(II) South Korea Confirmed 7,700 cases reported by March 18, 2020 with 91 

deaths nationwide.  Approximately three quarters of its cases (5,775) 
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occurred in the city of Daegu (tagu – Population 2.5 Million) with 63% 

(4,851)of the total number infected directly related to the very secretive 

Shinchonji religious cult (a gathering of 144,000 to its false Messiah). 

 

South Korea (as of 3/27/20) has flatlined (Curve of cases has fallen to minimal). 

 

2. Is the Virus an “Act of God?” 

A. No  

a. Why? “The Lord God will do nothing but what He will (first) reveal it to His 

servants the prophets.  If the Lord hasn’t sounded the trumpet (spoken) 

there is nothing to fear from Him.” Amos 3:6-7 

 

There is no prophetic word of record found in any forum or ministry platform 

that spoke of this virus outbreak in any year or time period prior to its 

occurrence. 

 

3. Is the Current Global Financial Crisis resulting from the Corona Virus outbreak an 

“Act of God?”  

A. Yes, from two witnesses: 

a. Why?  The Lord spoke prophetically in biblical scripture that He would use 

the pattern of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt for the events of The Day of 

Jehovah Tsaba. 

Deuteronomy 4:32-34  For ask now of the days past which were before you, 
since the day that God created man on the earth, and from the one end of 
the heavens to the other end of the heavens, whether there has been a thing 
as great as this, or has anything like it been heard.  (34)  Or has God gone 
forth to take to Himself a nation from the midst of a nation, by trials, by 
signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a 
stretched out arm, and by great terrors, according to all that Jehovah your 
God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?” 

 

b. God spoke through the prophecy of 2005 (revisited in Pastor Don’s book, The 

China Factor in a reprint of 2015) that God would use something to come 

out of China that would be a calculated non-military way to wreck havoc to 

the global economy, and bringing about an undeniable shaking of the 

United States of America. 

 

Now “dubbed” by the President, “The China Virus,” the U.S. Intelligence 

community has identified both an extensive coverup by the Chinese 

government when the outbreak first occurred , plus an extensive 

manipulation of their State Department in allowing the virus to be exported 



3 
 

by travelers to the U.S. and abroad, knowing they were symptomatic.  This is 

in line with China’s avowed strategy to destroy the economy of the American 

people using non-military means.  Taken from Page 51 of the Chinese 

government’s official playbook, “UNRESTRICED WARFARE,” published by 

Colonels Qiao Liang and Wang Xiangsui, two very high-ranking officials in the 

People’s Liberation Army of China (PLA), we read: 

 

“…drug smuggling, attacks on America’s computer networks, media 

manipulation, the taking of intellectual property, exploiting loopholes in 

international law, and of the most powerful weapons of all, using every 

means to destroy America’s financial base.” 

 

 “UNRESTRICTED WARFARE” continues: 

 

“Financial war is a form of nonmilitary warfare which is just as terribly 

destructive as a bloody war, but in which no blood is actually shed… When 

people revise the history books… the section on financial warfare will 

command the reader’s utmost attention.” 

 

“The first rule of unrestricted economic warfare is that there are no rules, 

with nothing forbidden, except getting caught.” 

  

4. Was the economic disaster that occurred at the time of the 911 attack, an act of 

God? 

 

A. Yes.  (Follow carefully) Prophetic scripture was revealed prior to the attack of 

how God would use the “terror” to cause a meltdown of Wall Street, and bring 

about a total shaking of the global economy (all nations), and permanent demise 

of the World Trade Center Building (organization).  Pastor Don began preaching 

this message in May, 2000 revealing the following biblical prophecy: 

 

Beginning with Isaiah 23:1, “The burden of Tyre. (Heb: Epithet of a Marketplace)  
Howl, ye ships of Tarshish (Heb. World fortress), for it is laid waste, so that there 
is no house [building left standing], no entering in… [Verse 2] Be still, ye inhabitants 
of the isle [Manhattan?] , thou whom the merchants, that pass over the seas have 
replenished [furnished]… [Verse 3] She is a mart [marketplace] of nations… [Verse 
6] Howl ye inhabitants of the isle.  [Verse 7] Is this your joyous city...her own feet 
shall carry her off [A reminder that all of those present at the World Trade Center 
area were required to walk north off of the island of Manhattan.  We watched in 
horror as they filled the wide streets and bridges with masses of stunned faces 
and stared gazes, walking off the island.] 
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[Verse 8] The crowning city, whose merchants...whose traffickers [brokers] are 
the honourable of the earth.  [Verse 9] The LORD of hosts [Jehovah Tsaba] hath 
purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the 
honorable of the earth… [Verse 11] He stretched out his hand over the sea, he 
shook the kingdoms: the Lord hath given a commandment against the merchant 
city, to destroy the stronghold thereof… [Verse 13] They set up the towers thereof 
and he [Jehovah Tsaba] brought it to ruin. [Verse 14] Howl… for your strength is 
laid waste.” 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This picture of God’s character should not offend anyone.  God is a God of love, 
power, wisdom, righteousness, mercy, justice and judgment.  You may have only 
seen Him as love or mercy, but He is all of these things all of the time!  It is His 
seven-fold nature.  All of His ways end in judgment. (Exodus 32:4).  While God’s 
mercy is always available, all of the time, if the wicked refuse God’s mercy, 
judgment is certain. 

  
The Wealth Of The Wicked 

Will Be Converted... Into The Hands 
Of God’s People 
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This is “Good News” for the Body of Christ, and for the ministry of the Church!  
The latter words of Isaiah, Chapter Twenty-Three, declares, “And her merchandise 
[profits of trade] and her hire [wages from labor] shall become holiness to the Lord: 
it shall not be treasured nor laid up [hoarded away, stored up]; for her merchandise 
[profits of trade] shall be for them that dwell before the Lord, to eat sufficiently, 
and for durable clothing.”   

  
The Living Bible Translation renders it this way, Yet, the distant time will come 
when her business will give their profits to the Lord!  They will not be hoarded but 
used for good food and fine clothes for the ministers of the Lord!”   

  
The Amplified Bible states, “Her gain and her hire will be dedicated to the Lord 
[eventually].  It will not be treasured or stored up.  For her gain will be used for 
those who dwell in the presence of the Lord [the ministers] that they may eat 
sufficiently and have durable and stately clothing [suitable for those who minister 
at God’s altar.]” 

  
Finally, this “judgment,” this “shaking of the nations” is more graphically explained 
in Ezekiel’s prophetic parable of the same event.  Although a part of these 
prophesies were local, and thus fulfilled in part in ancient times, there are portions 
that point to being repeated on a broader, world-wide scale, at a later time.  
Ecclesiastes 3:15 says, “That which hath been is now, and that which is to be hath 
already been, and God requireth [repeats again] that which is past.” 

  
Engines (Using Sharp Cutting 

Instruments) Crash Into 
The WTC Twin Towers 

  
In Ezekiel, Chapter Twenty-Six and Twenty-Seven, the prophecy is given, [26:7] 
“For thus saith the Lord God!  Behold, I will bring upon Tyrus [economic system]… 
[Verse 9] ...and he shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with his axes 
[Hebrew: sharp cutting instruments, knives] ...and he shall break down thy 
towers. [Verse 12] And they shall make a spoil of thy riches and make a prey of thy 
merchandise [profits of trade].  [Verse 14] Thou shalt be built no more: for I the 
Lord have spoken it, saith the Lord God.  Thus saith the Lord God to Tyrus:  shall 
not the nations shake at the sound of thy fall, when the wounded cry; when the 
slaughter is made in the midst of thee?  Then the princes of the sea shall come 
down from their high places...and shall clothe themselves with trembling… 
[Verse 17] And they shall take up a lamentation for the, and say to thee, How art 
thou destroyed, that the WTC housed 63 nations (of the seas)] the renowned city, 
which wast strong in the sea, she and her inhabitants… [Verse 18] Now shall the 
nations tremble in the day of thy fall; yea, the isles that are in the sea shall be 
troubled [terrorized] at thy departure… [Verse 20] When I bring thee down… I shall 
set glory in the land of the living [the Body of Christ who have been given eternal 
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life will see God’s glory come to them!].” 
 

In Ezekiel, Chapter Twenty-Seven, beginning with the first verse, the Prophet 
continues, “The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying… [Verse 3] Say 
unto Tyrus, O thou that art situate at the entry of the sea, which are a merchant 
of the people for many isles.  Thus saith the Lord God: O Tyrus, thou has said, I 
am of perfect beauty [Verse 9]  All the ships of the sea, with their mariners were 
in thee to occupy thy merchandise… [Verse 12]  All kinds of riches: with silver, 
iron, tin, and lead, they traded thy fairs… [Verse 13]  They traded in thy fairs with 
horses and horsemen… [Verse 15]  Many isles were the merchandise of thin 
hand: they brought thee for a present horns of ivory and ebony… [Verse 16] They 
occupied in thy fairs with emeralds, purple, and broided work, and fine linens, 
and coral, and agate… [Verse 17]  They traded in thy market wheat...and honey, 
and oil, and balm… [Verse 18]  in the multitude of the wares of thy making, for 
the multitude of all riches; in the wines of Helbon, and white wool… [Verse 20]  in 
precious clothes for chariots… [Verse 21]  in these were they thy merchants… 
[Verse 22]  They occupied in thy fairs with chief of all spices, and with all precious 
stones, and gold… [Verse 24]  these were thy merchants in all sorts of things… 
[Verse 27]  and in all thy company which is in the midst of thee, shall fall into 
the midst of the seas in the day of thy ruin.  The suburbs shall shake at the 
sound of the cry of thy pilots… [Verse 30]  And shall cause their voice to be heard 
against thee, and shall cry bitterly, and dust shall be cast upon their heads, and 
they shall wallow themselves in the ashes…  [Verse 31]  They shall weep for thee 
with bitterness of heart and bitter wailing.  [Verse 32]  And in their wailing they 
shall take up a lamentation for thee and lament over thee saying… [Verse 33]  
thou didst enrich the kings of the earth with the multitude of thy riches and thy 
merchandise… [Verse 34]  thy merchandise and all thy company in the midst of 
thee shall fall.  [Verse 35]  All the inhabitants of the isles shall be astonished at 
thee, and their kings shall be sore afraid [the horrible international fear of 
terrorism took root throughout the  international community] they shall be 
troubled in their countenance.”   

 
5. Where do we go from here?  “I will shake all nations, and the desirable things of all 

nations will come to my house (family).  The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
saith Jehovah Tsaba, and the glory of my latter house shall be greater than the 
former, saith Jehovah Tsaba.” Haggai 2:7-9 
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ADDENDUM #1 

Lisa Lockerd Maragakis, M.D., M.P.H. 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 vs. the Flu 

Influenza “the flu” and COVID-19, the illness caused by the new coronavirus, are both infectious 
respiratory illnesses. Although the symptoms of COVID-19 and the flu can look similar, the two 
illnesses are caused by different viruses.  Lisa Maragakis, M.D., M.P.H., senior director of 
infection prevention at Johns Hopkins, explains how the flu and COVID-19 are similar and how 
they are different. 

Similarities: COVID-19 and the Flu 

Symptoms 

• Both cause fever, cough, body aches, fatigue; sometimes vomiting and diarrhea and can be mild 
or severe, even fatal in rare cases.  Both can result in pneumonia. 

• Transmission 

• Both can be spread from person to person through droplets in the air from an infected person 
coughing, sneezing or talking. 

• Flu can be spread by an infected person for several days before their symptoms appear, and 
COVID-19 is believed to be spread in the same manner, but we don’t yet know for sure. 

• Treatment 

• Neither virus is treatable with antibiotics, which only work on bacterial infections. 
• Both may be treated by addressing symptoms, such as reducing fever. Severe cases may require 

hospitalization and support such as mechanical ventilation. 

• Prevention 

Both may be prevented by frequent, thorough hand washing, coughing into the crook of your 
elbow, staying home when sick and limiting contact with people who are infected. 

Cause  

https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/profiles/results/directory/profile/0009313/lisa-maragakis
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/profiles/results/directory/profile/0009313/lisa-maragakis
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COVID-19: Caused by one virus, the novel 2019 coronavirus, now medically called severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2, or SARS-CoV-2.   

Flu: Caused by any of several different types and strains of influenza viruses. 

Transmission 

Both the flu and COVID-19 may be transmitted in similar ways, (as stated above) and may be 
spread through the airborne route, meaning that tiny droplets remaining in the air could cause 
disease in others for a short time after the ill person is no longer near. 

Antiviral Medications 

COVID-19: Antiviral medications are currently being tested to see if they can address 
symptoms. 

Flu: For some Flu symptoms, medications can at times offer assistance, and to some degree 
shorten the duration of the illness.  

Vaccine 

COVID-19: No vaccine is available at this time, though it is in progress. 

Flu: A vaccine is available and effective to prevent some of the most dangerous types or to 
reduce the severity of the flu. (Note: For the 2018-19 Flue season only 31% of U.S. Population 
got a flu shot.) 

Infections 

COVID-19: Approximately 222,643 cases worldwide; 9,415 cases in the U.S. as of Mar. 18, 
2020.* 

Flu: Estimated 1 billion cases worldwide; 9.3 million to 45 million cases in the U.S. per year. 

Deaths 

COVID-19: Approximately 9,115 deaths reported worldwide; 150 deaths in the U.S., as of March 
18, 2020.* 

Flu: 291,000 to 646,000 deaths worldwide; 12,000 to 61,000 deaths in the U.S. per year. 

The COVID-19 situation is changing rapidly. Since this disease is caused by a new virus, a vaccine 
may be many months away.  
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(Click this link to see instant ongoing Covid-19 live real-time updates of disease spread.) *This 
information comes from the Coronavirus COVID-19 Global Cases map developed by the Johns 
Hopkins Center for Systems Science and Engineering. 

ADDENDUM # 2 

29 Million Flu cases in the U.S. this 11 week 
season, with 280,000 Critically hospitalized 

and 16,000 dead. More than 100 kids have died 
of the flu so far. 

By  

Erin Schumaker, abcnews.go.com/health 

 

March 13, 2020, 2:39 PM 

8 min read 

 
00:3300:37 

Copy and paste to share this video 
0:36 

Flu deaths up in the new year: CDC Flu deaths are up more than 65% so far in 2020, with the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reporting that 4,800 people had died and 87,000 people had 
been hospitalized. 

Despite enduring two waves of viruses during the 2019-2020 flu season 

(which lasts on average for 13 weeks), new estimates from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention indicate that the vaccine is relatively good 

match for this year's flu strains.  

MORE: CDC reports flu cases on rise as a second wave appears to hit 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://abcnews.go.com/author/erin_schumaker
https://abcnews.go.com/author/erin_schumaker
https://abcnews.go.com/alerts/flu-season
https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/News/video/cdc-reports-flu-cases-rise-wave-appears-hit-69003518
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Despite those encouraging numbers, this season's flu has been particularly 

hard on children, with 13 kids dying this week, and 105 having died since the 

beginning of flu season, according to CDC estimates released Friday.  

As always, the best protection against the flu is getting a flu shot, health 

experts said.  

"The influenza vaccine protects against various strains, three or four, 

depending on which vaccine you receive," said Dr. William Schaffner, medical 

director for the National Foundation for Infectious Diseases.  

Early 2019 to 2020 flu activity primarily was driven by influenza B/Victoria 

viruses, for which the vaccine is not a great match, Schaffner said. Later, flu 

activity shifted and the country saw a rising number of cases from the A/H1N1 

viruses.  

The flu shot was a better match for A/H1N1.  

"The vaccine is exactly on target against this strain," Schaffner said. 

In general, influenza B is more common in children, while influenza A, also 

called H1N1, is more commonly seen in older adults, according to Dr. Jessica 

Grayson, an assistant professor at the University of Alabama at Birmingham.  

So far, 16,000 people have died and 280,000 people have been 

hospitalized during the 2019-2020 flu season, according to preliminary 

estimates from the CDC.  

The majority of states, as well as New York City and Puerto Rico, are seeing 

high flu activity.  

https://abcnews.go.com/alerts/flu-season
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm#ILIActivityMap
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In total, the CDC estimates that 29 million people have gotten the flu so 

far this season. 

2019 - 2020 Flu Season Activity for the week ending feb. 15CDC 

Typical flu symptoms include fever, sore throat, aches, chills and sweats and 

fatigue, according to the Mayo Clinic.  

While the flu might seem relatively minor because it's so common, 

complications from the flu, which can include pneumonia, bronchitis, asthma 

flare-ups and heart problems, can be deadly. 

People with weakened immune systems, adults older than age 65 and babies 

are all at a higher risk of contracting the flu If you experience flu symptoms, 

Grayson recommends staying home from work and other public places to 

avoid transmitting the disease to others. Wash your hands often and avoid 

others who are ill. 

"Before going to your doctor's office, call," Grayson said. "They may have a 

different waiting room for those who are sick."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/flu/symptoms-causes/syc-20351719
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/flu-season-flu-vaccine/story?id=58156433
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ADDENDUM # 3 

The China Factor 
© 2020 – Dr. Don G. Pickney 

 

God spoke through the prophecy of 2005 (revisited in Pastor Don’s book, The China Factor in a 

reprint of 2015) that God would use something to come out of China that would be a 

calculated non-military way to wreck havoc to the global economy, and bring about an 

undeniable shaking of the United States of America. 

 

Now “dubbed” by the President, “The China Virus,” the U.S. Intelligence community has 

identified both an extensive coverup by the Chinese government when the outbreak first 

occurred , plus an extensive manipulation of their State Department in allowing the virus to be 

exported by travelers to the U.S. and abroad, knowing they were symptomatic.  This is in line 

with China’s avowed strategy to destroy the economy of the American people using non-

military means.  Taken from Page 51 of the Chinese government’s official playbook, 

“UNRESTRICED WARFARE,” published by Colonels Qiao Liang and Wang Xiangsui, two very 

high-ranking officials in the People’s Liberation Army of China (PLA), we read: 

 

“…drug smuggling, attacks on America’s computer networks, media manipulation, the taking of 

intellectual property, exploiting loopholes in international law, and of the most powerful 

weapons of all, using every means to destroy America’s financial base.” 

 

 “UNRESTRICTED WARFARE” continues: 

 

“Financial war is a form of nonmilitary warfare which is just as terribly destructive as a bloody 

war, but in which no blood is actually shed… When people revise the history books… the section 

on financial warfare will command the reader’s utmost attention.” 

 

“The first rule of unrestricted economic warfare is that there are no rules, with nothing 

forbidden, except getting caught.”  
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ADDENDUM # 4 

Dr. Don G. Pickney – Excerpt from Prophecy of March 29, 2012 (From Page 2) 

“Do not be amazed, says the Lord… Even news headlines… will seem so disastrous to all of the 

progress that the earth could make, that the world could make, that society could make.  

Because before the news headline even gets cold, before the press of the headlines even gets 

cold, says the Lord, I will bring the manifestation of the greatest, the greatest and most 

wonderful thing that this generation has ever seen happen in humanity.  And you will see, says 

the Lord, My goodness, you will see my vengeance, you will see my severity.  But don’t be 

amazed, says the Lord, at those headlines because immediately right behind them I am there, 

and I am going to bring to pass, and I am going to release, says the Lord, millions of humanity 

from the day-to-day, bill-to-bill, paycheck-to-paycheck, and cause them to walk in the 

abundance that they have reached for, and long for.  And those who know Me, says the Lord, 

will prosper from it!  But if it comes into the hands of those who do not reverence me, fear me, 

trust me; the disasters that preceded it will grab hold of them very quickly.  And will take from 

them as fast as they got it, and it’ll be removed from them, but for my people, My Hand will be 

upon them, and they will see My glory, says the Lord.  Watch and know and see that which I am 

about to do, saith God. Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!  Thank You Jesus!  I believe He’s telling 

us it’s manifestation time!” 
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ADDENDUM # 5 

Epidemic [current seasonal Influenza]  
versus Pandemic [CoVid19 = SARS-CoV-2] 

 
Dr. David B. Clark, MD 

  
Key Differences  www.difference.wiki/epidemic-vs-pandemic/ 

• Epidemic is the outbreak of a disease in a community while pandemic is the outbreak of 
the disease globally.  [Although Influenza epidemics occur globally; it’s not usually the 
same strains of viruses from one part of the world to the next.  If it is the same strain then 
it is a pandemic.  Whereas, SARS-CoVid 2 is one virus disseminating globally.] 

• SARS [CoV-1] was an epidemic while AIDS was a pandemic. 
• Pandemic disease has the same origin or source [or single virus or bacteria] wheresoever 

it gets spread while the same disease is spreading with different sources [or strains of 
virus or bacteria] in each country, it refers to epidemic. 

• Epidemic [like a single virus or bacteria or single strain of virus limited to a region] when 
extends to greater level becomes pandemic. 

 
https://diffeology.com/difference-between-coronavirus-and-rhinovirus 

Rhinovirus rarely causes serious illnesses, but coronavirus can [sometimes- when it 
evolves] cause serious illnesses such as SARS and MERS. Rhinovirus is the 
predominant cause of the common cold, while [common] coronavirus causes about 
20% of the [common] cold. 
 

 
Current Cause of Pandemic vs Flu:  

COVID-19: Caused by one virus, the novel 2019 coronavirus, now medically 
called severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2, or SARS-CoV-2.  
Flu: Caused by any of several different types and strains of influenza 
viruses.  

 

[Let’s compare:] Influenza Virus   
https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/flu 
Influenza viruses, which are part of the Orthomyxoviridae family of viruses, cause 

the flu. 
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Four types of the virus exist: A and B, which are responsible for seasonal flu 

epidemics in people; C, which is relat ively rare, causes a mild respiratory illness, 

and is not thought to cause epidemics; and D, which primarily infects cattle and isn’t 

known to affect people. 

Influenza A virus, which also infects birds, swine, horses, and other animals, is 

further divided into subtypes based on two antigens (proteins) on the virus’s surface: 

hemagglutinin (H), of which there 18 subtypes, and neuraminidase (N), of which 

there 11 subtypes. 

The specific virus is recognized by these antigens. For example, H1N1 refers to 

influenza A virus with hemagglutinin subtype 1 and neuraminidase subtype 1, and 

H3N2 refers to influenza A virus with hemagglutinin subtype 3 and neuraminidase 

subtype 2. 

 

Influenza B, on the other hand, is recognized by lineages and strains. The influenza 

B viruses commonly seen in people belong to one of two lineages: B/Yamagata or 

B/Victoria. 

 

How Flu Pandemics Arise  
Influenza is a constantly evolving virus. It quickly goes through mutations that 
slightly alter the properties of its H and N ant igens. 
Due to these changes, acquiring immunity (either by getting sick or vaccinated 
with a flu shot) to an influenza subtype such as H1N1 one year will not 
necessarily mean a person is immune to a slightly different virus circulating in 
subsequent years. 
But since the strain produced by this “antigenic drift” is still similar to older 
strains, the immune systems of some people will still recognize and properly 
respond to the virus.  [And because of the similarities there are antivirals 
and vaccines already in production!] 
 
In other cases, however, the virus can undergo major changes to the 
antigens such that most people don’t have an immunity to the new virus, 
resulting in pandemics rather than epidemics.  [And for these novel (new) 
viruses, whether flu or corona, there are no antiviral treatments in place 
and no vaccines to lessen the effects!] 
This “antigenic shift” can occur if an influenza A subtype in an animal 
jumps directly into humans . 
It can also occur if an intermediate host such as a pig—which is susceptible to 
avian, human, and swine influenza—becomes simultaneously infected by 
influenza viruses from two different species and the viruses exchange genetic 
information to acquire completely new antigens, a process called genetic 
reassortment. 
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Spanish Flu Pandemic  
The first “modern” flu pandemic occurred in 1889 in Russia, and its sometimes 
known as the “Russian flu.” It reached the American continent just 70 days 
after it began and ultimately affected approximately 40 percent of the world’s 
population. 
 
The flu pandemic of 1918 is sometimes known as the “mother of all 
pandemics.” The so-called Spanish flu pandemic was the deadliest in history, 
affecting one-third of the world’s population and killing up to 50 million people. 
The Spanish flu, the first known pandemic to involve the H1N1 virus, came in 
several waves and killed its victims quickly, often within a matter of hours or 
days. More U.S. soldiers in World War I died from the flu than from battle. 
 
The 20th century saw two other flu pandemics: the 1957 Asian flu (caused by 
H2N2), which killed 1.1 million people worldwide, and the Hong Kong flu of  
1968 (H3N2), which killed 1 million people worldwide. Both of these flu strains 
arose from a genetic reassortment between a human and an avian virus. 
In 2009, a new influenza A H1N1 [Similar but different to Spanish Flu of 
1918] virus emerged in North America and spread throughout the world. The 
“swine flu” pandemic primarily affected children and young adults who had no 
immunity to the new virus, while nearly one-third of people over the age of 60 
had antibodies against the virus due to prior exposure to a similar H1N1 virus 
strain. 
Compared with previous pandemics, the 2009 swine flu was relatively mild, 
despite killing up to 203,000 people worldwide. 
 

During the 1978 pandemic, scientists developed the first trivalent flu vaccine, 
which protected against one strain of influenza A/H1N1, one strain of influenza 
virus A/H3N2 and a type B virus. Most U.S.-licensed seasonal flu vaccines 
since then have been trivalent. 
In 2012, the first quadrivalent flu vaccine that protects against an additional 
influenza B virus was approved for use. 
Scientists at WHO and its collaborating centers determine which strains to 
vaccinate against based on how the viruses have mutated in the past year and 
how they are spreading [as the virus strains cause yearly epidemics 
around the world but different in different parts of the world!] , with 
different vaccines needed for the Northern and Southern hemisphere.  
But given the uncertainties involved in these estimates, vaccine effectiveness 
can vary widely—the 2004–2005 vaccine was only 10 percent effective in 
the United States, while the 2010-2011 vaccine was 60 percent effective , 
according to the CDC. 
The 2018–2019 flu vaccine was 29 percent effective against Influenza A 
and B and 44 percent effective in preventing influenza A (H1N1) viruses 
in the United States. 

http://www.history.com/topics/1918-flu-pandemic
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i
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The “flu season” typically lasts from late fall to spring. Each year, flu 
epidemics cause 3 to 5 million cases of severe illness and about 290,000 
to 650,000 deaths around the globe, according to the  World Health 
Organization (WHO). 
 
During recent years in the United States, between 12,000 and 56,000 
people have died annually from the flu, according to the  Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
 

 
Is the [Novel] Coronavirus Worse Than the Flu? Here's 
How the 2 Illnesses Compare [excerpts] 
Leah Groth 

 February 26, 2020 
https://www.health.com/condition/infectious-diseases/coronavirus-worse-than-flu 

That's not really an easy question to answer, says Dr. Brown. "It depends on what you 
mean by worse,” he says. “More easily spread? Then it appears to be coronavirus. Causes 
more cases of serious illness. Then it’s flu.” [So far!] 
Another thing that makes the coronavirus a bit more dangerous? That there are so many 
unknowns attached to it—unlike the flu which has been studied for decades. "Despite 
the morbidity and mortality with influenza, there's a certainty … of seasonal 
[epidemic] flu. I can tell you all, guaranteed, that as we get into March and April, the 
flu cases are going to go down. You could predict pretty accurately what the range of the 
mortality is and the hospitalizations [will be]," Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said in a White House press 
conference on Jan. 31. "The issue now with [COVID-19] is that there's a lot of 
unknowns."  
Either way, with new cases of COVID-19 being identified in Iran, Italy, and South Korea, 
Dr. Juthani believes we should be prepared for community spread of COVID-19 in the 
United States. “Until a vaccine is developed or pharmaceutical agents are identified that 
can treat COVID-19, we will need to use the same tactics we are familiar with for 
preventing flu to prevent COVID-19,” she says. 
 

These are the best tools the world / medicine has to work with!  They result in the 

“shaking” of ALL nations.  The world needs Jesus the Saviour and Healer! 

David B Clark, MD 

 

 

http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.who.int/en/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.health.com/author/leah-groth
https://www.health.com/condition/infectious-diseases/coronavirus-worse-than-flu
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-members-presidents-coronavirus-task-force/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-members-presidents-coronavirus-task-force/

