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Intercession – In translating ancient Hebrew or Greek, many times it is difficult to find the appropriate 

word or term for interpretation, hence, varied attempts are found by different theologians or linguists 

to find the appropriate meaning.  Not all biblical words are so complex as to create difficulties in the 

formative processes of clarification, but intercession is definitely such a word. 

 

1Timothy 2:1 KJV “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 

thanks, be made for all men.” 

Intercession- ντευξις  enteuxis 

Thayer Definition: a falling in with, alongside of, meeting with; an interview; a coming together 

Strongs Definition: 

An interview, specifically, supplication 

 

The interpreters found it difficult to find the appropriate English word for each of the types of prayer in 

the Timothy verse because each of the words found in this verse relating to prayer maybe be 

interchanged as shown in the Complete Wordstudy Bible: 

 

In the NT, supplication or prayer for particular benefits, petition for oneself (Luk_1:13; Php_4:6; 

Heb_5:7; 1Pe_3:12; Sept.: Job_27:9; Psa_39:12; Psa_40:2; 1Ki_8:28, 1Ki_8:30); in behalf of others 

(Php_1:19; Jas_5:16); with hupér (G5228), on behalf of (Rom_10:1; 2Co_1:11; 2Co_9:14; Php_1:4; 

1Ti_2:1); with perí (G4012), concerning (Eph_6:18); may be generally spoken of any prayer. 

For example, there is the word actually translated supplication in the text.  In the Greek dictionary it is 

rendered: 

Δέησις deēsis deh'-ay-sis - a petition: - prayer, request, supplication. The Greek form comes 

from the root:  

Δέομαι deomai deh'-om-ahee - to beg (as binding oneself), that is, petition: - beseech, 

pray (to). 

 

Weymouth says of this verse, “each word used in 1Timothy 2:1, relating to prayer, may easily be 

interchanged depending on the context of its use.  The Greek expression means “supplication alongside 

of another,” with the idea of “falling in with another,” as opposed to “in the stead of another,” the latter 

being the type of intercession that Paul used in writing to the Romans regarding the Holy Spirit helping 

us with our infirmities when we are attempting to pray for what we know not.  This word is only found 

in relation to this verse, indicating that the Holy Spirit actually takes up our case for us in prayer: 

 



Romans 8:26 KJV  Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we 

should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 

which cannot be uttered. 

 

This word, used singularly in the New Testament in this instance is the Greek word: 

 

ὑπερεντυγχάνω  huperentugchanō  hoop-er-en-toong-khan'-o - to intercede in behalf of: - make 

intercession for. 

 

Interestingly, only two persons have been successful at doing this:  The Lord Jesus and The Holy Spirit.  

All other persons who have attempted to make this type of intercession for another (in behalf of), failed.  

All attempts in the Old Testament of this process failed to succeed.  This provoked the Prophet, speaking 

for Almighty God, to declare: 

 

Isaiah 59:16 AMP  And He saw that there was no man and wondered that there was no 

intercessor [no one to intervene on behalf of truth and right]; therefore His own arm brought 

Him victory, and His own righteousness [having the Spirit without measure] sustained Him. [Isa. 

53:11; Col. 2:9; I John 2:1, 2.] 

 

Intercession in this case, is not speaking of prayer (although Jesus acts as an intercessor (advocate and 

propitiation for us at the Father’s Right Hand) (1John 2:1,2), but it speaks of His stepping in and doing 

something in our behalf (taking our sin and victoriously paying the price of our transgression).  God 

looked and found no other way for there to be one who could “intervene on our behalf), therefore He 

sent His only begotten Son. 

 

Let’s look at Daniel’s attempt to be the “intercessor” for Israel, that he was unable to change the fate of 

Israel’s transgression and God’s judgment upon them: 

 

Daniel 9:2-24 KJV  In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number 
of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he 
would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.   

 

Notice, above, Daniel learned from reading the Prophet Jeremiah that God had purposed 70 
years of judgment for the transgressions of Israel.  This troubled Daniel, and he thus set himself 
to intercede in behalf of Israel, to stand in the gap for them, confess their sins and ask for 
forgiveness in their behalf and spare them any further judgement: 



 

(3)  And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with 
fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:  (4)  And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made 
my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and 
mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;  (5)  We have 
sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even 
by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:  (6)  Neither have we 
hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our 
princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.  (7)  O Lord, righteousness 
belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far 
off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass 
that they have trespassed against thee.  (8)  O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, 
to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.  
(9)  To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
against him;  (10)  Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his 
laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets.  (11)  Yea, all Israel have 
transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore 
the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant 
of God, because we have sinned against him.  (12)  And he hath confirmed his words, 
which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a 
great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon 
Jerusalem.  (13)  As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet 
made we not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our 
iniquities, and understand thy truth.  (14)  Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the 
evil, and brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he 
doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.  (15)  And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought 
thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee 
renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly.  (16)  O Lord, according 
to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away 
from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities 
of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about 
us.  (17)  Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his 
supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the 
Lord's sake.  (18)  O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold 
our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our 
supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.  (19)  O 
Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O 
my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.  (20)  And whiles I was 
speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and 
presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God;  
(21)  Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the 
vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the 
evening oblation.  (22)  And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I 



am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.  (23)  At the beginning of thy 
supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art 
greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.  (24)  
Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the most Holy.” 

 

As may be seen from Daniel’s attempt at intercession (standing in the gap for his nation, Israel, 
he was unable to affect any change in the prophetic word of Jeremiah concerning the judgment 
upon them.  Only the people of Israel themselves could accomplish that as shown in the 
following: 

 

2 Chronicles 7:13-14 KJV  (13)  “If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command 
the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people;  (14)  If my 
people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land.” 

 

Prayer and supplication requires, first of all, the will of the party for whom you are supplicating, as our 

only ability is to “come along side of another,” rather than “stand in the place of another.”   It is 

necessary, first, that the will of the one for whom we are praying, and their prayers be aligned with the 

will and purpose of God, then a fellow believer may “join them” in their supplication.  It must be their 

faith, with supplication, with whom and with which you are aligning your supplication.  In this context 

and only in this sense is the meaning of this word fulfilled. 

 

This is also seen in the context of James, Chapter Five, in regards to affecting results in praying for 

others.  Notice the cooperative actions required as cohesive effort involving all parties in the equation of 

prayer: 

 

James 5:13-16 KJV  “Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing 
psalms.  (14)  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:  (15)  And the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.  (16)  Confess your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” 

 



In the case of the Romans reference regarding the Holy Spirit making intercession for us (something that 

many Christians attempt to do for their friends, loved ones, cities, nations, etc.), Dr. Albert Barnes Notes 

On The Bible comments: 

 

Maketh intercession - The word used in Romans 8:26 ὑπερεντυνγχάνει  huperentungchanei, 

occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. The word ἐντυνγχάνω  entungchanō, however, is 

used several times as in 2 Timothy 2:1, and means properly to be present with anyone for the 

purpose of aiding, as an advocate does in a court of justice, although the party being aided is 

required to assist in their own defence, otherwise the advocate is left with inability; hence, to 

intercede for anyone, or to aid or assist in any manner.  

 

In Romans 8:26, however, it simply means that the Holy Spirit greatly assists or aids us by acting in our 

behalf, which is in the truest sense the meaning of intercession. 

 

Geneva Bible Translation Notes 

 

Romans 8:26 - (24) Likewise the Spirit also (g) helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should 

pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh (h) intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 

uttered.  

 

(g) Bears our burden for us, as it were, so that we do not faint under it.  

(h) Incites us to pray, and tells us as it were within, exactly what we will say, and how we will 

speak, thus acting in our behalf.  

 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Commentary 

“maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered--that is, which cannot be 

expressed in articulate language. Sublime and affecting ideas, for which we are indebted to this 

passage alone! "As we struggle to express in articulate language the desires of our hearts and 

find that our deepest emotions are the most inexpressible, we 'groan' under this felt inability. 

But not in vain are these groanings. For 'the Spirit Himself' is in them, giving to the emotions 

which He Himself has kindled the only language of which they are capable; so that though on 

our part they are the fruit of impotence to utter what we feel, they are at the same time the 

intercession of the Spirit Himself in our behalf." 

 

Vincent Word Studies 

Maketh intercession for (ὑπερεντυγχάνει) 



Only used in this instance here in the New Testament.  In all instances otherwise, the verb ἐντυγχάνω 

means to light upon or fall in with; to go to meet with to aid for consultation, conversation, or 

supplication.  

 

Wessley’s Explanatory Notes 

We know not - Many times. What we should pray for - Much less are we able to pray for it as we 

ought: but the Spirit maketh intercession for us - In our hearts, even as Christ does in heaven. 

With groanings - The matter of which is from ourselves, but the Spirit forms them for us, in our 

behalf; and they are frequently inexpressible, even by the faithful themselves. 

 

 

Robertson’s Word Pictures Commentary 

 

Maketh intercession (huperentugchanei). Present active indicative of late double compound, found only 

here. 

 

John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible 

but the Spirit itself maketh intercession, for us, with groanings which cannot be uttered; not 

the spirit of a man; or the gift of the Spirit in man; or a man endued with an extraordinary gift of 

the Spirit; but the Holy Ghost himself, who makes intercession for the saints: not in the manner 

as Christ does, not by vocal prayer, as he when on earth; nor by being the medium, or way of 

access to God; nor by presenting the prayers of saints, and the blood and sacrifice of Christ to 

God, as Christ does in heaven; but this intercession of Romans 8:26, the Holy Spirit makes, "with 

groanings which, cannot be uttered"; not that the Spirit of God groans, but he stirs up groans in 

the saints; and takes over for them unutterable pleadings in their behalf.  

 

So, what does all of this mean for the Christian believer desiring to aid others or other situations through 

effective prayer? 

 

The consensus of all of these scholars agree upon two points: 

 

1. That as believers, we may only assist others whose will is determined to accurately approach 
God’s throne for grace to help in time of need.  Our prayers, petitions, and supplications are 
“coming alongside of and assisting” by our petitions and thanksgiving, always in harmony with 
their own faith: 
 

2Corithians 1:24 Klinginsmith Expanded English Bible -  “This does not mean we can step 

in and dictate for you your faith results by putting into practice its release for you. We 



are called upon merely to work together with you through prayer and encouragement 

so that you will succeed in the fulfillment of your joyful expectancy, for it is always 

through and by your own faith, and only your faith, that you stand firm and see the 

accomplishment of it.” 

2. That only Christ and the Holy Spirit has the responsibility and authority to act strictly in our 
stead, in our behalf – Christ as our High Priest and advocate before the throne of the Father 
God, constantly attesting to His own substitutionary  finished work, and the Holy Spirit’s taking 
hold with us and bearing the burden for us, when we know not how to pray as we ought: 
 

Romans 8:26 KJV  Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we 

should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 

which cannot be uttered. 

 

Conclusion – Intercession 

 

Therefore, we conclude that the idea of “intercession,” acting as a type of warrior in defense of, or in 

behalf of others, be it other Christian believers, sinners and transgressors, the world around us, the 

nations of the earth, or any other entity, is contrary to scripture, and is grossly ineffective as an arm of 

accomplishment in the Church.   

 

The answer is active preaching of the gospel, that we may find avenues for it to fall on the ears of those 

needing Christ, or healing, deliverance, etc., and reaching out as dynamic witnesses to our neighbors 

and friends to garner their faith in believing.  

 

While the Church prays to affect change or growth, it thus actually is moved into a place of lethargy in 

which believers going through trials fail, Christian transgressors become more greatly snared, and the 

lost die without acceptance of the gospel of Christ. 

 

Using Jesus’ ministry as our guide, while He was constantly active in ministering to others, He never 

organized prayer groups among His disciples.  In fact, in the latter part of Jesus’ ministry, His own 12 

disciples who were with Him constantly had no idea what prayer was, or how they were to pray.  When 

He gave them a prayer format, it was a prayer for their own personal edification, and to ignite their own 

spiritual success.   

 

The same was true of fasting, and when they asked about it, He instructed them that fasting was strictly 

for one’s own personal benefit (of which they could not successfully participate until they had been born 

again of the spirit), and obviously had no value as a tool of intercession, or in affecting change of 



outward circumstances.  Fasting was revealed by Jesus as only a tool to affect inward change within our 

own hearts.   

 

Therefore, prayer and fasting for the Church, our lost communities, or nations, has no credence 

scripturally as normally applied by the Church.  EXAMPLE: Prayer for the lost doesn’t work, whereas 

prayer that God will send laborers to minister is effective. Trusting in an invalid approach is the worst 

kind of failure as it leaves the participant deceived thinking they are doing good when in fact they are 

accomplishing nothing.  

 

 

 

 

Why I do not use the term “Prayer Warriors.” 

To begin with, prayer was designed for fellowship between the believer and God.  Here are the basics: 

 

1. Prayer is “calling upon God.” 

 

Romans 10:12-17 KJV  For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.  (13)  For whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.  (14)  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher?  (15)  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things!  (16)  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed 
our report?  (17)  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 

2. Prayer is “fellowship” with both the Lord Jesus and with the Father – While we do not petition the Lord 
Jesus for faith’s benefits, but go directly to the Father for what we need in life, we do fellowship in our 
faith, love and wisdom with Jesus.  Here is a typical example of a petition to the Father: 

 

Ephesians 3:14-21 KJV  “For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
(15)  Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,  (16)  That he would grant you, 
according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;  
(17)  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,  
(18)  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height;  (19)  And to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge, that ye might be filled 
with all the fullness of God.  (20)  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,  (21)  Unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

 

A) Fellowship with the Lord Jesus – Prayer is an avenue through which we may 



acknowledge with thanksgiving all He has done for us, and given us in our relationship 
with Him.  It is by this means that we draw closer and come to Him for mentorship in 
this life, and for service in the Kingdom.   

(This is different from meditation and pondering our relationship with Him.) 

B) Fellowship with the Father God – Prayer is an avenue through which we make “legal” 
petitions of faith for things we need to receive from God’s throne of benefits.  (As 
shown in the above prayer by the Apostle Paul) 

 

3. Prayer is biblically shown to be hallowed by God and revered by us strictly as an avenue of fellowship 
between Him and us as believers –  Prayer is not designed for every spiritual activity, and is to be kept 
respectfully between us and God. 

 

Matthew 6:5-6 LITV  “And when you pray, you shall not be as the hypocrites, for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the open streets so that they may be seen of 
men. Truly I say to you, They have their reward.  (6)  But you, when you pray, enter into your 
room and shutting your door, pray to your Father in secret. And your Father seeing in secret will 
repay you in the open.” 

 

4. Prayer is an exercise of legal authority in the earth giving us the right of access to God eternal throne – 
Prayer must be released from the heart of a believer by speaking words of faith.  It is not an exercise of 
begging, pleading, or crying (although God often responds in mercy to these exercises from those in 
hopeless situations as He sees fit to do so). 

 

A)  When you pray “say” –  Prayer requires speaking. 

 

Luke 11:2 LITV  “And He said to them: When you pray, SAY, Our Father who is in Heaven, 
hallowed be Your name, let Your kingdom come, let Your will be done on earth as it also is in 
Heaven.” 

 

B) Does God not know our hearts before we pray?  Yes, but still words are the legal entity 
through which our petitions must be made. 

 

Matthew 6:7-8 LITV  “But when you pray, do not be babbling vain words, as the nations; 
for they think that they shall be heard in their much speaking.  (8)  Then do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what things you have need of before you ASK Him.” 

 

C) When you pray believe you receive it – Prayer requires you to believe it’s yours when you 
say, “Amen!” 

 

Mark 11:24 LITV  “Therefore I say to you, All things, whatever you ask, praying, believe that 
you will receive, and it will be to you.” 

 

D) When you pray you are primarily establishing God’s will in the earth – You must know God’s 
will concerning your prayer petition, before you pray.  Then, as you pray, you are providing 
the legal access of it in the earth. 
 

1 John 5:14-15 KJV  And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 



according to his will, he hears us:  (15)  And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, 
we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 

 

5. Prayer is NEVER speaking to the Satan (the devil) – When you are in prayer you are in a holy communion 
with Almighty God.  There is a time to pray, a time to exhort, a time to command, and a time to teach.  It 
is important to know the appropriateness of each.  You never speak to the devil except in a command.  It 
is never appropriate to allow Satan to engage you in conversation to or with Him.  You should either be 
speaking God written word (“It is written…”), or in an exercise of authority, with a rebuke, and to cast him 
out of a person or circumstance.  Then you allow the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit to do the 
work.  There is no fight with Satan in this earth realm.  We are never engaged in the “warfare” between 
God’s angelic forces and Satan’s dark Kingdom.  We are never authorized to direct the activity of angels, 
and therefore cannot enter into the realm of the “heavenlies” where Satan’s Kingdom is seated to engage 
God’s angels in that realm.  Example: Daniel had no knowledge that a “warfare” had been accomplished in 
the heavenlies when the angel arrived with a message for him. Yet one had occurred, and Gabriel (with 
Michael) had put down and defeated Satan’s evil activity to prevent them from delivering God’s message 
to Daniel. 
 
Simply stated: We do not engage in spiritual warfare!  

 


