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Keys to Understanding Biblical Prophecy   

© Copyright 2016 – Dr. Don G. Pickney 

 

1. The Law of Sovereign Authority 

 

Hebrews 6:13 AMP  “For when God made [His] promise to Abraham, He swore by 
Himself, since He had no one greater by whom to swear.” 

 
Isaiah 45:18 KJV “For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that 
formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he 
formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.”  
 
Daniel 4:34-37 KJV  “And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, 
and I praised and honored him that lives forever, whose dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:  (35)  And all the 
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or 
say unto him, What doest thou?  (36)  At the same time my reason returned unto me; 
and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honor and brightness returned unto me; and my 
counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and 
excellent majesty was added unto me.  (37)  Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and 
honor the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those 
that walk in pride he is able to abase.” 
 
Daniel 5:18-22 KJV “O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a 
kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour:  (19)  And for the majesty that he gave 
him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he 
would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and 
whom he would he put down.  (20)  But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind 
hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from 
him:  (21)  And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the 
beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in 
the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.  (22)  And thou 
his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this.” 
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2. The Law of Prophetic Revelation 
 
God begins to bring progressive light and clarity to His prophetic Word as the generation 
arrives for its fulfillment God reveals revelation of scripture progressively in accordance 
with His sovereign will: 

 
Deuteronomy 29:29 KJV “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those 
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children forever, that we may do all 
the words of this law.” 
 

3. The Law of First Reference   

Isaiah 46:9-10 KJV  “Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none 
else; I am God, and there is none like me,  (10)  Declaring the end from the beginning, 
and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure.” 
 
Amos 3:7-8 AMP “Surely the Lord God will do nothing without revealing His secret to His 
servants the prophets. [Rev. 10:7.]  (8)  The lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord 
God has spoken; who can but prophesy? [Acts 4:20; 5:20, 29; I Cor. 9:16.]” 
 

“Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare; before they 

spring forth I tell you of them”. Isa. 42:9 

EXAMPLE: 

Isaiah 22:20-22 LITV “And in that day it shall be, even I will call to My servant Eliakim the 
son of Hilkiah.  (21)  And I will clothe him with your robe and will fasten your sash on 
him. And I will give your authority into his hand. And he shall be a father to the ones 
living in Jerusalem and to the house of Judah.  (22)  And the key of the house of David I 
will lay on his shoulder, so that he opens, and no one shuts; and he shuts, and no one 
opens. 
 
Revelation 3:7-10 LITV  And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia, write: These 
things says the Holy One, the True One, the One having "the key of David," "the One 
opening, and no one shuts; and shuts, and no one opens:" Isa. 22:22  (8)  I know your 
works. Behold, I have given a door being opened before you, and no one is able to shut 
it, for you have a little power and have kept My Word, and have not denied My name.  
(9)  Behold, I give out of the synagogue of Satan those saying themselves to be Jews, 
and they are not, but they lie. Behold, I will make them come and bow down before 
your feet, and they shall know that I loved you.  (10)  Because you kept the Word of My 
patience, I also will keep you out of the hour of trial which is going to come on all the 
habitable world in order to try those dwelling on the earth. 
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Matthew 16:19 LITV  And I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of Heaven. And 
whatever you bind on earth shall occur, having been bound in Heaven. And whatever 
you may loose on the earth shall be, having been loosed in Heaven. 

 

All interpretation of scripture must remain true any subsequent “first reference.” 

4. The Law of Prophetic Pattern / Scriptural Harmony 

Isaiah 48:16-17 GNB  "Now come close to me and hear what I say. From the beginning I 
have spoken openly and have always made my words come true." (Now the Sovereign 
LORD has given me his power and sent me.)  (17)  The holy God of Israel, the LORD who 
saves you, says: "I am the LORD your God, the one who wants to teach you for your own 
good and direct you in the way you should go.” 
 
Each Prophet, walked by a “pattern,” with understanding that Jehovah (LORD) God 
directs us using patterns of His prior behavior. 

 
5. The Law of Double Reference 

Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 KJV “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that 
which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.  (10)  
Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old 
time, which was before us.” 
 
This principle establishes that when God releases anointing in an event, He considers 
any later need for the anointing of His words to be used out of that which He has 
prophetically promised.  
 
Haggai 2:5-6 AMP “According to the promise that I covenanted with you when you came 
out of Egypt, so My Spirit stands and abides in the midst of you; fear not.  (6)  For thus 
says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake and make tremble the 
[starry] heavens, the earth, the sea, and the dry land.” 
 

6. The Law of Like things (similitudes) 

 Flowing/Drinking water ( The Spirit): John 7:37-39 KJV  In the last day, that great 
day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me, and drink.  (38)  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  (39)  (But this spake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 
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Isaiah 44:3 KJV “For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon 
the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine 
offspring.”  
 

 Cleansing water: Isaiah 1:16 KJV  “Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil 
of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil” 
 
John 15:3 KJV  “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto 
you.” 
 
Ephesians 5:26-27 KJV  “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word,  (27)  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish.” 

 
 Here is a list of other similitudes: oil (anointing), serpents & scorpions, leaven, 

trees (& roots of trees), vines, salt, meal, dirt/mire/mud (baseness).  
 
 

7. The Law of Prophetic interpretive distinction (a definite scriptural context is explained 

clearly by another scriptural reference) 

 

In the prophetic scriptural case (below) there is a distinct meaning which must be 

interpretive, namely that in this scripture God is not speaking of the physical “nation of 

Israel,” rather of the “Israel of God,” as seen in which the New Testament distinguishes 

(makes clear) are those who have accepted Christ. (see both Apostle Paul and Peter’s 

interpretations): 

 

Isaiah 45:17 KJV “But Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation: ye 
shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end.” 
 
Romans 2:28-29 NLT “For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish 
parents or because you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision.  (29)  No, a 
true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely 
obeying the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by God's Spirit. 
And a person with a changed heart seeks praise from God, not from people.” 
 
Romans 9:2-8 KJV “That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.  (3)  
For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh:  (4) Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises; (5)  Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, 
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who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.  (6)  Not as though the word of God hath 
taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:  (7) Neither, because 
they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.  
(8) That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: 
but the children of the promise are counted for the seed.” 
 
1Peter 2:9-10 KJV “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light:  (10) Which in time past were not a people, but are 
now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” 


