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Removing the Warning Labels off Wealth and Riches 

Placing Them Instead on Living an Evil Life of Haughtiness & Greed! 

© Copyright 2019 – Dr. Don G. Pickney 

 

Psalms 112:1-9 MSG  “Hallelujah! Blessed man, blessed woman, who fear GOD, Who cherish 
and relish his commandments,  (2)  Their children robust on the earth, And the homes of the 
upright—how blessed!  (3)  Their houses brim with wealth and a generosity that never runs 
dry.  (4)  Sunrise breaks through the darkness for good people— God's grace and mercy and 

justice!  (5)  The good person is generous and gives lavishly.  (8)  Spirit firm, unperturbed, Ever 
blessed, relaxed among enemies,  (9)  They lavish gifts on the poor— A generosity that goes 

on, and on, and on. An honored life! A beautiful life!” 

 

1. God’s plan of safety (from evil attitudes regarding riches) is that you connect God to 

your ability to get wealth – that it is in His plan that your prosperity include wealth: 

Deuteronomy 8:12-18 MSG  Make sure that when you eat and are satisfied, 
build pleasant houses and settle in,  (13)  see your herds and flocks flourish and 
more and more money come in, watch your standard of living going up and 
up—  (14)  make sure you don't become so full of yourself and your things that 
you forget GOD, your God. (17)  If you start thinking to yourselves, "I did all this. 
And all by myself. I'm rich. It's all mine!"—  (18)  well, think again. Remember 
that GOD, your God, gave you the ability to produce all this wealth so as to 
confirm the covenant that he promised as it is today.” 

2. “Goods” are always good! 

“Goods” are put in the earth for good (God’s) people.  God wants His family to control 
wealth - He knows what happens when wicked hearts get control of “goods.”   

1) They become “full of themselves;” 2) they look down upon and oppress others; 
3) they use their goods as a foundation for their evil lives. 

2) “Goods” are biblically defined as:  1a) good, pleasant, agreeable to the senses; 
1b) pleasant to the higher nature; 1c) excellent (of its kind); 1d) good, rich, 
valuable in estimation; 1e) better (comparative); 1f) glad, happy, prosperous. 
(Brown-Driver-Briggs’ Hebrew Definitions) 

3) Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 KJV There is nothing better for a man, than that he should 
eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labor. This also 
I saw, that it was from the hand of God.  (26)  For God giveth to a man that is 
good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth 
travail, to gather and heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. 

Scripture associates wealth as a means to possess and control “goods” for three primary 
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purposes:  1) that you and your family may “lavishly” enjoy the fruits of your income; 2) that 
you may be “lavishly” generous in blessing others, including caring for the poor, and 3) in the 
NT an additional purpose –  to also lavish blessings upon the ministry for the furtherance of the 
gospel of Christ.  Every believer should maintain these goals in their life-focus:  

1) Deuteronomy 15:7-10 AMP “If there is among you a poor man, one of your 
brethren in any of the towns of your land which the Lord your God gives you, you 
shall not harden your [minds and] hearts or close your hands to your poor 
brother;  (8)  But you shall open your hands wide to him and shall surely lend 
him sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks.  (10)  You shall give to him freely 
without begrudging it; because of this the Lord will bless you in all your work and 
in all you undertake.” 

2) 2Corinthians 9:6-11 AMPC “[Remember] this: he who sows sparingly and 
grudgingly will also reap sparingly and grudgingly, and he who sows generously 
[that blessings may come to someone] will also reap generously and with 
blessings.  (7)  Let each one [give] as he has made up his own mind and purposed 
in his heart, not reluctantly or sorrowfully or under compulsion, for God loves 
(He takes pleasure in, prizes above other things, and is unwilling to abandon or 
to do without) a cheerful (joyous, "prompt to do it") giver [whose heart is in his 
giving].  (8)  And God is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly blessing) 
come to you in abundance, so that you may always and under all circumstances 
and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possessing enough to require no aid or 
support and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable 
donation].  (10)  And [God] Who provides seed for the sower and bread for 
eating will also provide and multiply your [resources for] sowing and increase the 
fruits of your righteousness. (11)  Thus you will be enriched in all things and in 
every way, so that you can be generous, and [your generosity as it is] 
administered by us will bring forth thanksgiving to God.”   

3) Mark 10:29-30 TLB  And Jesus replied, “Let me assure you that no one has ever 
given up anything—for love of me and to tell others the Good News,  (30)  but 
what it will be given back, a hundred times over, homes, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children, and land—with persecutions! “All these will be his here on 
earth, and in the world to come he shall have eternal life.” 

3. Learning to Respect “goods.” 

 

Your heritage of “the blessing upon you” from Abraham, and the responsibility that 
places on you for excellence in life, as a carrier of that blessing, is the key to respect for 
wealth.  You are an “ambassador” for the “blessing of Abraham.” 

 

Hebrews 6:13-18 AMP “For when God made [His] promise to Abraham, He swore 
by Himself, since He had no one greater by whom to swear,  (14)  Saying, 
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Blessing I certainly will bless you and multiplying I will multiply you. [Gen_22:16-

17]  (15)  And so it was that he [Abraham], having waited long and endured 
patiently, realized and obtained [in the birth of Isaac as a pledge of what was to 
come] what God had promised him.  (16)  Men indeed swear by a greater [than 
themselves], and with them in all disputes the oath taken for confirmation is final 
[ending strife].  (17)  Accordingly God also, in His desire to show more 
convincingly and beyond doubt to those who were to inherit the promise the 
unchangeableness of His purpose and plan, intervened (mediated) with an 
oath.  (18)  This was so that, by two unchangeable things [His promise and His 
oath] in which it is impossible for God ever to prove false or deceive us, we who 
have fled [to Him] for refuge might have mighty indwelling strength and strong 
encouragement to grasp and hold fast the hope appointed for us and set before 
[us].” 

The resources of Earth from which “goods” are derived belong to God.  That demands 
our respect of them – they are God’s “created glory.” 

Deuteronomy 6:10-12 AMP “And when the Lord your God brings you into the 
land which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you, 
with great and goodly cities which you did not build,  (11)  And houses full of all 
good things which you did not fill, and cisterns hewn out which you did not hew, 
and vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and when you eat and are 
full,  (12)  Then beware lest you forget the Lord, Who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” 

 

4. Wisdom is the principle thing – in all your getting – get Understanding 

 

Make your aim – God’s Wisdom 

1) Wisdom dictates that you never let “wealth” have you.  The abundance of 
money or goods puts you in the driver’s seat with regards to “earth ability.” 
Wealth has the ability to propel you into places of great influence provided that 
you use it wisely.  

Proverbs 1-6 AMP “If you will receive my words and treasure up my 
commandments within you,  (2)  Making your ear attentive to skillful and 
godly N1Wisdom and inclining and directing your heart and mind to 
understanding [applying all your powers to the quest for it];  (3)  Yes, if 
you cry out for insight and raise your voice for understanding,  (4)  If you 
seek [Wisdom] as for silver and search for skillful and godly Wisdom as 
for hidden treasures,  (5)  Then you will understand the reverent and 
worshipful fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of [our omniscient] 
God. (6)  For the Lord gives skillful and godly Wisdom; from His mouth 
come knowledge and understanding.” 
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2) With godly wisdom comes wealth, honor and long life. 

Proverbs 3:15-24 AMP “Skillful and godly N1Wisdom is more precious 
than rubies; and nothing you can wish for is to be compared to her. 
[Job_28:12-18]  (16)  Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand 
are riches and honor. [Pro_8:12-21; 1Ti_4:8]  (17)  Her ways are highways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  (18)  She is a tree of life to 
those who lay hold on her; and happy (blessed, fortunate, to be envied) is 
everyone who holds her fast.  (19)  The Lord by skillful and godly Wisdom 
has founded the earth; by understanding He has established the heavens. 
[Col_1:16]  (20)  By His knowledge the deeps were broken up, and the skies 
distill the dew.  (21)  My son, let them not escape from your sight, but 
keep sound and godly Wisdom and discretion,  (22)  And they will be life 
to your inner self, and a gracious ornament to your neck (your outer 
self).  (23)  Then you will walk in your way securely and in confident trust, 
and you shall not dash your foot or stumble. [Psa_91:11-12; 

Pro_10:9]  (24)  When you lie down, you shall not be afraid; yes, you shall 
lie down, and your sleep shall be sweet.” 
 

The Flip Side of Rich & Righteous 

 

5. The cruelest, ugliest, most twisted demon that can obsess the mind and oppress a 
person’s life is a “spirit of greed.”  This is the “flip side” of “Rich & Righteous!” 

 

I own nothing – Everything I have belongs to God! 

1Ti 6:9-10 AMP “But those who crave to be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare and into many foolish (useless, godless) and hurtful desires that 
plunge men into ruin and destruction and miserable perishing.   1Ti 6:17-
19 AMPC+  As for the rich in this world, charge them not to be proud and 
arrogant and contemptuous of others, nor to set their hopes on 
uncertain riches, but on God, Who richly and ceaselessly provides us with 
everything for [our] enjoyment.  (18)  [Charge them] to do good, to be 
rich in good works, to be liberal and generous of heart, ready to share 
[with others],  (19)  In this way laying up for themselves [the riches that 
endure forever as] a good foundation for the future, so that they may 
grasp that which is life indeed.” 

1) A spirit of greed stems from an inordinate desire to have and hold wealth, social 
or political power, and possessions.  Planted within the psyche before money 
comes into the equation, this spirit “grinds” obsessively creating an abrasiveness 
within its victim’s personality.  Once wealth arrives, it eats away selfishly at any 
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good that might have been accomplished. 

2) A person who genuinely loves others, e.g. family, friends, etc., but is possessed 
by a “spirit of greed,” will sacrifice everyone and everything else to have and 
hold onto their money and possessions.  This powerful influence distorts and 
contaminates any ability to have a normal loving relationship.  

1Timothy 1:10” For the love of money is a root of all evils; it is through 
this craving that some have been led astray and have wandered from the 
faith and pierced themselves through with many N1acute [mental] 
pangs.” 

Attributes that manifest in a “spirit of greed” are: 

a) anger, b) malice, c) covetousness, d) viciousness, e) contempt, and 
looking down at others without respect. 

3) The only way to break the power of a “spirit of greed” is to dedicate oneself to 
becoming a lavish lover of others, and a hilarious, quick to do it giver.  The key is 
to a life-commitment of lifting up others and being generous. 

6. A Haughty Spirit will be abased during the Day of Jehovah Tsaba. 

 

There will be no exceptions – “Everyone who has lifted up themselves” – believers and 
non-believers alike will be brought low. 

Isaiah 2:11-17 LITV  “The lofty eyes of man shall be humbled, and the pride of 
men shall be bowed down; but Jehovah, He alone, will be exalted in that 
day.  (12)  For the day of Jehovah of Hosts shall be on all the proud and lofty 
ones, and on all that is lifted up; and it will be abased;  (13)  and against all 
Lebanon's cedars, high and lifted up; and against all the oaks of 
Bashan;  (14)  and against all the high mountains; and against all the lifted up 
hills;  (15)  and against every tall tower; and against every fortified 
wall;  (16)  and against all the ships of Tarshish; and on all desirable 
craft.  (17)  And the pride of man shall be humbled; and the loftiness of men 
shall be abased; and Jehovah alone will be exalted in that day.” 
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Isaiah 2:13-16 

Commentary by Adam Clarke 

“And upon all the cedars ‘Even against all the cedars’ - Princes, potentates, rulers, 
captains, rich men, etc. - So Kimchi. These verses afford us a striking example of that 
peculiar way of writing, which makes a principal characteristic of the parabolical or 
poetical style of the Hebrews, and in which the prophets deal so largely, namely, their 
manner of exhibiting things Divine, spiritual, moral, and political, by a set of images 
taken from things natural, artificial, religious, historical, in the way of metaphor or 
allegory. Of these nature furnishes much the largest and the most pleasing share; and all 
poetry has chiefly recourse to natural images, as the richest and most powerful source of 
illustration. But it may be observed of the Hebrew poetry in particular, that in the use of 
such images, and in the application of them in the way of illustration and ornament, it is 
more regular and constant than any other poetry whatever; that it has for the most part 
a set of images appropriated in a manner to the explication of certain subjects. Thus you 
will find, in many other places besides this before us, that cedars of Lebanon and oaks of 
Bashan, are used in the way of metaphor and allegory for kings, princes, potentates of 
the highest rank; high mountains and lofty hills, for kingdoms, republics, states, cities; 
towers and fortresses, for defenders and protectors, whether by counsel or strength, in 
peace or war; ships of Tarshish and works of art, and invention employed in adorning 
them, for merchants, men enriched by commerce, and abounding in all the luxuries and 
elegances of life, such as those of Tyre and Sidon; for it appears from the course of the 
whole passage, and from the train of ideas, that the fortresses and the ships are to be 
taken metaphorically, as well as the high trees and the lofty mountains. 

Ships of Tarshish - Are in Scripture frequently used by a metonymy for ships in general, 
especially such as are employed in carrying on traffic between distant countries, as 
Tarshish was the most celebrated mart of those times, frequented of old by the 
Phoenicians, and the principal source of wealth to Judea and the neighboring countries. 
The learned seem now to be perfectly well agreed that Tarshish is Tartessus, a city of 
Spain, at the mouth of the river Baetis, whence the Phoenicians, who first opened this 
trade, brought silver and gold, (Jer_10:9; Eze_27:12), in which that country then 
abounded.” 

 

1) If a believer is haughty (believes because of their position they are better 
than others), they will be first humbled and abased, suffering the loss of 
whatever is the cause of their haughtiness, before they can then be blessed 
with the riches and influence of God’s blessing, and partake of the glory of 
this period. 

2) God’s angels come with a mandate, and they are not authorized to overlook 
or pardon transgressions.  The best time to deal with this issue is before the 
angels arrive with the glory of the world. 
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3) James, Chapter five, does not differentiate between the wicked rich and the 
rich of the household of faith – simply “the rich” who have “heaped treasure 
together” (generational wealth that has come to someone wealthy through 
“heaping it and storing it into the conglomerate financial system whereby it 
may be hoarded up for generational increase.” 

a. “heaped treasure together (KJV)” – thēsaurizō Thayer Greek 
Definition: 1) to gather and lay up, to heap up, store up; 1a) to 
accumulate riches; 1b) to keep in store, store up a reserve, 
generational inherited wealth. 

b. Generational wealth is the most dangerous in the life of a believer.  It 
is very important with a generational inheritance of riches that you do 
not trust in it for your future, and that you be very generous with it to 
escape the woe upon the system described above – to be certain that 
your money doesn’t have you and control your life, placing you in the 
category of the “woe of James, Chapter Five.”  When Jesus met the 
“rich young ruler,” who was hungry for the Kingdom of God, but had 
“nobility and wealth,” the scripture said, “Jesus looked on him and 
‘loved’ him.”  Jesus felt for the fix he was in, knowing how hard it 
would be for him to enter into the blessing of the kingdom trusting in 
his wealth. 

Prinicple: It is ok to have money, but it is NOT ok for money to 
have you.  If money has you, the spirit of Mammon will be your 
master not the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus said, “You cannot serve 
two masters… in your subconsciousness, the one will resist 
against the other.  Important with money, to make certain Jesus is 
the Lord of your life, and money is a tool or instrument for service 
to Christ. 

4) Don’t be deceived into thinking that because you are a believer in Christ, that 
you might escape the judgment of James, Chapter Five during the shaking of 
the whole earth. 

a. The Judgement (of James, Chapter Five) begins with the us – not the 
world! 
 

1Peter 4:17 MSG  “It's judgment time for Christians. We're first in line. If it starts 
with us, think what it's going to be like for those who refuse God's Message!” 

James 2:1-13 TLB  Dear brothers, how can you claim that you belong to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, if you show favoritism to rich people and look 
down on poor people?  (4)  Judging a man by his wealth shows that you are 
guided by wrong motives.  (8)  Yes indeed, it is good when you truly obey our 
Lord’s command, “You must love and help your neighbors just as much as you 
love and take care of yourself.”  (9)  But you are breaking this law of our Lord’s 
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when you favor the rich in your friendships, and fawn over them; it is 
sin.  (12)  You will be judged on whether or not you are doing what Christ wants 
you to. So watch what you do and what you think;  (13)  for there will be no 
mercy to those who have shown no mercy. But if you have been merciful, then 
God’s mercy toward you will win out over his judgment against you.” 

 

   Adam Clarke (1760 – 26 August 1832) was a British Methodist theologian 

and biblical scholar. He was born in the townland of Moybeg Kirley near Tobermore in Northern Ireland.  

 

He is chiefly remembered for writing a commentary on the Bible which took him 40 years to complete and 

which was a primary Methodist theological resource for two centuries. [In six volumes of approximately 

1,000 pages each] "New York, Published by J. Emory and B. Waugh, for the Methodist Episcopal Church, at 

the conference office, 13 Crosby-Street. J. Collord, Printer. 1831.  

 

It is considered among the most comprehensive commentaries on the Bible ever prepared by a single author. 

By himself he produced nearly half as much material as the scores of scholars who collaborated on the 

twelve-volume The Interpreter's Bible.  

 

Theological views 

As a theologian, Clarke reinforced the teachings of Methodist founder John Wesley. He taught that the Bible 

provides a complete interpretation of God's nature and will. He considered Scripture itself a miracle of God's 

grace that "takes away the veil of darkness and ignorance." With such an understanding, Clarke was first and 

foremost a biblical theologian, often uneasy with purely systematic approaches to theology.  

Perhaps his most vital position regarded the eternal Sonship of Jesus. Clarke did not believe it biblically 

faithful to affirm this doctrine, maintaining that prior to the Incarnation, Jesus was "unoriginated". 

Otherwise, according to Clarke, he would be subordinate to God and therefore not fully divine. This was 

important to Clarke because he felt that Jesus' divinity was crucial to understanding the atonement.  

Clarke was thrice President of the Methodist Conference in 1806, 1814 and 1822. 
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