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Matthew 18:19-20 KJV  “Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 

heaven.  (20)  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.” 

 

[Note]  Much like learning a new language, matching existing word concepts to the new 
language is paramount to accurately understanding the differences and nuances of words and 
terms.  In the case of Matthew 18:19-20 (commonly referenced the “prayer of agreement”), 
believers who have prior mis-understanding of this scripture may find it necessary to 
completely re-learn the word definitions.   Below is a comprehensive list of descriptive terms 
and definitions for this purpose. 

 

(1) Again – Often called the mysterious “first word” of this verse, found in the KJV and 
other translations, questions arising as to why the verse begins with “Again.”  Quoting 
from Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible we gain better understanding as Jesus 
was referencing a word omitted from the original transcripts, should read, “Again, 
verily…” (found in the immediate prior verse): 

 

“Again I say unto you – Omitted from translations is the word αμην, ‘verily,’ but found 
here,  following ‘Again,’ in ninety-eight Manuscripts, (many of which are of the greatest 
antiquity and importance), seven editions, all the Arabic, the Slavonic, and several of the 
Itala. The taking in or leaving out such a word may appear to some a matter of 
indifference; but, as I am fully convinced Jesus Christ never spoke a useless or a needless 
word, my maxim is, to omit not one syllable (not one jot or tittle – Matt 5:18) that I am 
convinced (from such authority as the above) he has ever used, and to take in nothing 
that he did not speak. It makes the passage much more emphatic - Again, Verily I say 
unto you.” 
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It is important to note then, that Jesus, as He had previously done in the immediate 
prior verse, wished to stress the absolute guarantee from God, the Father, and also 
desired to communicate a strengthening of this promise by the swearing of the tradition 
oath, translated from the Greek, “Verily.”  Jesus often used this word in His speaking to 
imply a “greater degree of power and anointing” attached to, and found within, these 
words.  In paraphrase, I would say it like this, “You can take this to the bank, what I am 
about to say!”  Such expression, then, as stated by Adam Clarke (above) should not have 
been removed from the ancient texts when preparing the modern texts in use today.   

(2) Agree – This word, denoting a “contractual agreement,” differs from several other 
Greek words translated “agree” throughout the New Testament.  In Matthew 18:19 it is: 

 

(a) Strongs (4856) Συμφωνέω sumphōneō - From Strongs G4859; (to be harmonious), 
that is, to make an accord (be suitable, concur) to stipulate (by compact, contract): - 
agree (together, with).  

It is derived from the Greek root, súmphōnos (G4859) – To sound together (alike); to 
harmonize; to symphonize. (IMPORTANT – Not the word “sumphonos [harmony], 
merely derived from that root) 

(4859) súmphōnos; gen. sumphṓnou, masc.-fem., neut. súmphōnon, adj. 
also used as a subst. in the neut., tó súmphōnon, from sún (G4862), 
together, and phōnḗ (G5456), a sound, voice. Symphonious, blending of 
voices or musical instruments. Figuratively, consonant, accordant; in the 
NT, only in the neut. as a subst., tó súmphōnon 

(b)  Thayers Greek Definitions records “agree” as found in Matthew 18:19: 

sumphōneō 1) to agree together; 2) to agree with one in making a bargain, to 

make an agreement, to bargain. 

 

(3) Other Greek Words “Agree” in the New Testament (holding other definitions): 
 

(a) Matthew 5:25 KJV  Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way 
with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge 
deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison.  

G2132 εὐνόεω eunoeō From a compound of G2095 and G3563; to be well 

minded, that is, reconcile: - agree. 

(b) Mark 14:59 KJV  But neither so did their witness agree together. 
G2470 ἴσος isos from G1492 (through the idea of seeming); similar (in amount or 

kind): - + agree, as much, equal, like. 
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(c) Acts 5:40 KJV  And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and 
beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and 
let them go. 

G3982 Πείθω peithō A primary verb; to convince (by argument, true or false); by 

analogy to pacify or conciliate (by other fair means); reflexively or passively to 

assent (to evidence or authority). 

 

(4) Example of the correct usage of “agree” in Matthew 18:19 Strongs: to stipulate by 
compact; contract; and Thayer: to agree together; 2) to agree with one in making a 
bargain, to make an agreement, to bargain: 
 

Matthew 20:2-13 KJV  And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, 

he sent them into his vineyard.  (3)  And he went out about the third hour, and saw 

others standing idle in the marketplace,  (4)  And said unto them; Go ye also into the 

vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way.  (5)  Again he 

went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise.  (6)  And about the eleventh 

hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye 

here all the day idle?  (7)  They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith 

unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye 

receive.  (8)  So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, 

Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the 

first.  (9)  And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received 

every man a penny.  (10)  But when the first came, they supposed that they should have 

received more; and they likewise received every man a penny.  (11)  And when they had 

received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house,  (12)  Saying, These last 

have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne 

the burden and heat of the day.  (13)  But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I 

do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? 

 

(5) The test of an agreement – Amos 3:3 KJV “Can two walk together, except they be 
agreed?”  Legal contracts (as expressed in the Matthew 18:19 word “agree,” must 
contain “consideration – the thing done by the promise in reliance upon the 
promise.”  This gives the contract the ability to test if the two, attempting to agree, are 
actually “walking together as stated in Amos.  In the above example of the “labourers 
for a penny a day,” because later the workers demanded more than “a penny,” for their 
labor, the right of their employer was sustained based on the consideration of the 
agreement: “a penny for a day’s labor.”  The promise was “a penny;” whereas the 
consideration to receive the penny was “a day’s labor,” proving out that they “walked 
together,” thereby fulfilling the terms of the agreement.”  This perfectly exemplifies the 
meaning of “agree” in Matthew 18:19,20.  EXAMPLE:  Jesus spit, put mud on the blind 
man’s eyes, and commanded him to go and wash it off in the Pool of Siloam to receive 
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his sight.  He went and washed and came again with his eyesight perfected.  All creative 
miracles of the Bible were done using this “agree” principle. 

 

(6) Touching – As used in Matthew 18:19: 
 

G4012 περί peri – A completed circuit: From the base of G4008; properly 

through (all over), that is, around; In compounds it retains substantially the same 

meaning of circuit (around), excess (beyond), or completeness (through). 

Differing from Acts 5:35 (touching: Greek: Epi – “act or actions directed towards an 

object.”)  Think in line with the definition of “peri,” denoting the completion of a 

“circuit.”  Every legal contract, involves a circuit that begins with an offer, negotiated 

and perfected by the terms of consideration (the thing done by the promise in reliance 

upon the promise).  There then must be acceptance of the offer with clear 

communication of the terms thereof.  Next the required “consideration,” must be 

accomplished by the beneficiary of the offer, e.g. “If you paint my house with a full coat 

of the paint designated in the agreement, I will pay you $4,000.00.”   Similar to the 

“penny a day” in Matthew 20 (above) and the example of the blind man going to the 

Pool of Siloam to wash the mud from his eyes, once you finish painting my house, 

fulfilling the “consideration” of the agreement, I then would owe you “$4,000.00.  Go 

back and read again Jesus promise of our key text in Matthew 18:19-20 in light of this 

meaning. 

 

(7) Ask – As used in Matthew 18:19 is not “prayer” as seen in Strong’s definition: 
 

G154 αἰτέω aiteō Of uncertain derivation; to ask (in generally): - ask, call for, 

require. Compare G4441.   

G4441 πυνθάνομαι punthanomai Middle voice prolonged from πύθω 

puthō, a primary word, (which occurs only as an alternate in certain 

tenses); to pray, to question, that is, ascertain by inquiry (as a matter of 

information merely; and thus differing from G2065, which properly 

means a request as a favor; and from G154, which is strictly a demand of 

something due; as well as from G2212, which implies a search for 

something hidden; and from G1189, which involves the idea of urgent 

need); by implication to learn (by casual intelligence). 

I often remind folks that the word “ask” in this setting, is not speaking of “prayer.”  In 

our definition in the paragraph above, you will see that “aiteo,” (Strongs G154) is 

“strictly a demand of something due.”  The “ask” there is referencing the 
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“consideration” required within the offer of agreement to receive what is desired from 

it. 

 

(8) Gathered Together – As used in Matthew 18:20 – “where two or three are gathered 
together” in my name: 

G4863  συνάγω sunagō soon-ag'-o From G4862 and G71; to lead together, that 

is, collect or convene; creating (Greek) suntithemai (a covenanted position).  

G4862 σύν sun soon A primary preposition denoting union; with or 

together (but much closer than G3326 or G3844), that is by process, 

instrumentality - In compounds it has similar applications, including 

completeness. 

Sunago, as translated here “gathered together,” in Matthew 18:20, differs from 

a mere gathering of persons together”— Greek: Sunagoge (soon-ag-o-gey) and 

differing from G1997 ἐπισυναγωγή Greek: episunagōgē - From G1996; 

specifically a Christian meeting (for worship): - assembling (gathering) together. 

Often, believers will quote Matthew 18:20 with respect to a group who have gathered for 
worship or prayer, etc.  But as noted in the above, that would not be the Greek word in 
Matthew 18:20, rather it would fit the Greek term in Hebrews 10:25 AMPC  “Not forsaking or 
neglecting to assemble together [as believers], as is the habit of some people, but admonishing 
(warning, urging, and encouraging) one another, and all the more faithfully as you see the day 
approaching.”  As shown this is not the word Jesus’ used (episunagoge in Hebrews 10:25 vs. 
sunago in Matthew 18:20).  This is significant because in the latter, Jesus is referencing coming 
together in an agreement, within a “covenant position,” not merely assembling in a place 
together (for worship, prayer, etc.) 
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Addendum to: 

Understanding  

The Law of Agreement 

“Terms & Definitions” 
© Dr Don G Pickney – 2019 

 
With the understanding gained previously (above) referencing The Law of Agreement for 
creative miracles, the following is important to assist in walking in this promise: 

 

In the spring of 1975, I received a revelation when, on a Sunday afternoon, after ministering 
eight times over a seven-day period, I stretched out to lay across my bed.  Suddenly, the Holy 
Spirit manifested and the anointing of God came on me.  He said, “Get up and go to your desk, I 
have something to give you.”  I immediately went to my study and sat down with my bible in 
front of me.  The Lord said, “Take a piece of paper and write “How to Develop Miracle Action in 
Your Life,” then in a column underneath, write the numbers 1-7.  I did so.  Then He said to me 
write (this is how it looked when finished): 

 

How To Develop Miracle Action in Your Life 

 

1. Let Every Word Be Established 

2. Refuse to Be Afraid 

3. Walk in the Spirit 

4. Believe on the Name of Jesus 

5. Use the Law of Agreement 

6. Know When to Pray, Exhort, Command or Teach 

7. We are a Miracle Working Family 

 

I wrote the list as he led me without any knowledge of what it all meant, and how it would be 
correlated to assist in developing miracle action in our lives.  Then over a period of 3 months, 
He led me in scripture to come to understand each of these principles.  My first miracle, using 
these principles occurred at the end of this period with the healing of Olene’s legs.   

 

While not a part of this series, to develop ministry around The Law of Agreement, it is 
important to learn and understand each of these seven principles. 


