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Zechariah 2:1-7  

Makes the 1948 Formation of an Official Jewish State 

The Beginning of the “Time of Fulfillment”  

For this Prophetic Chapter of the Church 

 

Zechariah, Chapter 2, is divided into four parts: 

 

1. The first 7 verses – A Prophecy concerning the Jewish nation identifying the time clock 

of the fulfillment of Zechariah’s vision within this chapter; 

2. The next 4 verses – Proclaims that the recipients of this prophecy belong to Christ and 

His Church;  

3. The next verse (Verse 12) – Prophesies Christ’s triumphant return and setting up of His 

(millennial) kingdom to rule in Jerusalem. 

4. The final verse (Verse 13) – Declares all of the above to be the result of God stirring 

Himself into action at the very end of time.  

 

Zechariah begins a prophecy from God by prophetically introducing the time period or season 

during which his prophecy would be fulfilled.   

The purpose of the first seven verses of Chapter Two is to set the season of when Zechariah’s 

prophecy would come to pass. This would merely serve as a “time-clock” for the prophecy’s 

fulfillment.  The blessing of the Prophesy would be declared, not for the Jews, but for, a people 

made up out of “many nations [that] shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my 

people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath 

sent me unto thee.”  We will show this to clearly be the Church! 

To begin (the time-clock) Zechariah looks well into the future, and speaks of the gathering of 

the Jews from the Gentile nations, from which they were scattered with the destruction of the 

Jewish Temple in 70 AD, and were dispersed across all the nations of the world.  

Zechariah 2:1-7 KJV “I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a 
measuring line in his hand.  (2)  Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, 
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To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length 
thereof.  (3)  And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel 
went out to meet him,  (4)  And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, 
Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle 
therein:  (5)  For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be 
the glory in the midst of her.  (6)  Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the 
north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, 
saith the LORD.  (7) Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon.” 

 
The Amplified Bible renders the last part of this passage thus: 
 

Zechariah 2:4-7 AMP “And he said to the second angel, Run, speak to this young man, 
saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited and dwell as villages without walls, because of the 
multitude of people and livestock in it.  (5)  For I, says the Lord, will be to her a wall of 
fire round about, and I will be the glory in the midst of her.  (6)  Ho! ho! [Hear and] 
flee from the land of the north, says the Lord, and from the four winds of the heavens, 
for to them have I scattered you, says the Lord.  (7)  Ho! Escape to Zion, you who dwell 
with the daughter of Babylon!” 

So Zechariah hears the message of the angels conversing among themselves and realizes that 
he is having a vision into the spirit realm and observing God’s angelic messengers. In these first 
seven verses (above) we identify the period in history during which the event subsequently 
prophesied is based.  That history of this being fulfilled is described as follows: 
 

On November 26, 1947, with a reluctant but well-established presence of the Soviet 
Union finally being persuaded, it was agreed upon (as U.N Resolution 181) by the then 
only 2 year old United Nations, for a “Zionist state” to be established with certain 
predetermined boundaries, exclusively for the Jewish people.  The name selected by the 
U.N. was “Israel.”  That agreement, established by a majority vote, was initially 
scheduled to be signed that evening, but was postponed and formally signed 3 days 
later on November 29, 1947.   
 
This agreement was preceded during the infancy of the League of Nations, the 
immediate predecessor to the now United Nations.  Work began in 1917 to award the 
Zionist’s an internationally agreed upon partitioning of an area in Palestine, in which 
Arabs (according to the census of that time 700,000 population) and Jews (56,000 
population) would be under a compulsory order be moved to within their newly 
awarded boundaries.  This produced a highly charged and heated debate from 1917 to 
1938, at which time Great Britain, the guardian of the region at that time, determined 
that it was unmanageable, and therefore abandoned the proposal. 
 
The concept of a Jewish state was forgotten with Hitler’s rise and encroachment upon 
most of Europe, and the outbreak of WWII.  In 1945, after the European/United States 
Allied Victory, attention again was turned to the plight of over 100,000 survivors of the 
Jewish Holocaust, ousted from their properties, and found to be with no homeland. 



3 
 

 
In April 1946, it was agreed upon that Jews would be allowed a protected migration into 
the region, then known as Palestine, provided that property sales would not be 
restricted, and would be available to both Arabs and Jews with no distinct statehood.  
This allowed for the beginning of mass migrations into the Jewish Holy Land.  The Arabs 
formally called for an international Jihad against all Jews living throughout Europe (an 
attempt by the Arab Muslims to finish what Hitler was unable to complete).   
 
In September, 1947, the boundaries established by Resolution 181, would include a 3-

partitioned region, an Arab State, a Jewish State and the City of Jerusalem, linked by 

extraterritorial crossroads. The proposed Arab State would include the central and part 

of western Galilee, the hill country of Samaria and Judea, an enclave at Jaffa, and the 

southern coast stretching from north of Ashdod, and encompassing what is now the 

Gaza Strip, with a section of desert along the Egyptian border. The proposed Jewish 

State would include the fertile Eastern Galilee, the Coastal Plain, stretching from Haifa 

to Rehovot (transliterated, Rehoboth, meaning, “The God of Abraham will make room 

for us”), which was a parcel of land purchased by a group of Polish Jewish immigrants 

from a Christian Arab in 1890 (in the hands of Jewish owners since then), and most of 

the Negev desert, including the southern outpost of Umm Rashrash (now Eilat), a port 

city, averaging 360 days of sunshine each year, with a view across the gulf to Saudi 

Arabia. The “Jerusalem Corpus Separatum,” the third partition of the divided region 

would include the city of Jerusalem, Bethlehem and the surrounding areas, commonly 

known as the Holy Land region.  Each partitioned (divided) area would be independent 

of the others.  Jerusalem would, much like Washington, D.C. would have its own 

government, headed by a mayor and his council.  The other two regions would have 

their own state government and elected leaders.  The entire region, however, would not 

be sovereign, but under the guardianship of the United Nations. 

The primary objectives of the this plan were political division but economic unity 
between the two groups. The U.N. Committee tried its best to accommodate as many 
Jews as possible into the Jewish State. In many specific cases, this meant including areas 
of Arab majority (but with a significant Jewish minority) in the Jewish state. Thus the 
Jewish State would have an overall large Arab minority.  

Areas that were sparsely populated (like the Negev desert), were also included in the 
Jewish state to create room for immigration.  According to the plan, Jews and Arabs 
living in the Jewish state would become citizens of the Jewish state and Jews and Arabs 
living in the Arab state would become citizens of the Arab state.  Each group would 
abide under the auspice of the state in which they would reside. 

By virtue of Chapter 3 of the plan, Palestinian citizens residing in Palestine, outside the 
City of Jerusalem, as well as Arabs and Jews who, not holding Palestinian citizenship, 
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resided in Palestine outside the City of Jerusalem would, upon the recognition of 
independence, become citizens of the State in which they were resident and enjoy full 
civil and political rights. 

The Plan would have had the following demographics (data based on 1945). This data 
does not reflect the actual land ownership by Jews, local Arabs, Ottomans and other 
land owners. This data also excludes the land designated to Arabs in Transjordan. 

Territory 
Arab and other 

population 
 % Arab 

and other 
Jewish 

population 
 % 

Jewish 
Total 

population 

Arab State 725,000 99% 10,000 1% 735,000 

Jewish State 407,000 45% 498,000 55% 905,000 

International 105,000 51% 100,000 49% 205,000 

Total 1,237,000 67% 608,000 33% 1,845,000 

Data from the Report of UNSCOP: 3 September 1947: CHAPTER 4: A 
COMMENTARY ON PARTITION 

 
The land allocated to the Arab State in the final plan included about 43% of Mandatory 
Palestine and consisted of all of the highlands, except for Jerusalem, plus one-third of 
the coastline. The highlands contain the major suppliers of waters of Palestine, which 
supplied water to the coastal cities of central Palestine, including Tel Aviv.  
 
The Jewish State would receive 56% of Mandatory Palestine, a slightly larger area to 
accommodate the increasing numbers of Jews who would immigrate there. The Jewish 
State included three fertile lowland plains – the Sharon on the coast, the Jezreel Valley 
and the upper Jordan Valley. The bulk of the proposed Jewish State's territory, however, 
consisted of the Negev Desert.  It was determined that the desert was not suitable for 
agriculture, nor for urban development at that time. The Jewish State would also be 
given sole access to the Red Sea. Amazingly, the Jewish people have proven able to turn 
the arid desert region afforded them into some of the richest and fertile agricultural 
regions in the world, a now rich fertile area exporting fruits and vegetables to large 
regions of Europe and Asia. 
 
Passage of the resolution required a two-thirds majority of the valid votes, not counting 
abstaining and absent members, of the UN's then 56 member states.  On 26 November, 
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1947at 9:20 pm, an agreement was put forth by the committee and a show of hands 
indicated passing of the final bill of Resolution 181.  There was much celebration 
throughout the U.N Committee Chambers.   However, formalizing the agreement 
required the signatures of each voting nation.  At the last minute, because of 
filibustering by the Zionist delegation, who at the last minute wanted changes, the vote 
was postponed by three days to 29 November, 1947, at which time the plan for the 
State of Israel, with no changes made therein, was formalized in the United Nations 
General Assembly.  The formal record indicates that the 26 November, 1947 agreed 
upon resolution of nations passed 33 to 13, with 10 abstentions and 1 absent, and 
became that agreement was signed by the required majority on 29 November 1947.  

 
At this present prophetic time, due to the Resolution 181 Agreement of 26 November, 1947, 
Zechariah’s Chapter 2:1-7 prophecy began to be fulfilled; and from then until this time 
continues to be the season of its fulfillment.   
 
 

The Prophecy Addresses a Blessing for the Church 

 
Zechariah 2:8-11 KJV “For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me 
unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his 
eye.  (9)  For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to 
their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me.  (10)  Sing and 
rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the 
LORD.  (11)  And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my 
people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts 
hath sent me unto thee.” 

 
Zechariah implores the beneficiaries of this to rejoice and celebrate this great fulfillment of 
blessing: 
 

The “daughter of Zion” is distinguished as the recipient of the blessing forecasted in the 
above verses 8-11.  In the Hebrew, “daughter” is defined both literally and figuratively.  
Literally it means, “a female child.”  But in this case, since it is clear the scripture is not 
singling out “female children,” we must accept it by its figurative definition.  
Figuratively, “daughter” is defined in Hebrew as: “a branch of; or a company of.”   
 
Of course, the original “Zion” (dwelling place of God), as the Holy Tabernacle was 
brought into the promised land, and David established the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, 
was the city of Jerusalem.  But, Zechariah is giving us a “prophetic signature” or key to 
distinguish the “daughter (or branch) of Zion,” a company of people who would later be 
identified separately from the Jewish state of Israel or the city of Jerusalem. 
 

Isaiah prophesied of a special prophetic time that would incur with a change in Zion – A NEW 
ZION WOULD BE ESTABLISHED: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
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Isaiah 28:16 LITV “So, the Lord Jehovah says this: Behold, I place in Zion a Stone for a 
foundation, a tried Stone, a precious Cornerstone, a sure Foundation; he who believes 
shall not hasten.” 

 
It is clear in New Testament scripture that Isaiah was speaking of Christ and His Church as the 
“branch” of Zechariah’s prophetic “Zion,” WITH JESUS BECOMING THE HEAD CORNORSTONE:   
 

Matthew 21:42-43 AMP “Jesus asked them, Have you never read in the Scriptures: The 
very Stone which the builders rejected and threw away has become the Cornerstone; 
this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? (43) I tell you, for this reason the 
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce the 
fruits of it.” 

 
Acts 4:10-12 AMP “Let it be known and understood by all of you, and by the whole 
house of Israel, that in the name and through the power and authority of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, Whom you crucified, [but] Whom God raised from the dead, in Him and by 
means of Him this man is standing here before you well and sound in body.  (11)  This 
[Jesus] is the Stone which was despised and rejected by you, the builders, but which has 
become the Head of the corner [the Cornerstone]. (12)  And there is salvation in and 
through no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by and 
in which we must be saved.” 
 
Romans 9:33 AMP  As it is written, Behold I am laying in Zion a Stone that will make men 
stumble, a Rock that will make them fall; but he who believes in Him [who adheres to, 
trusts in, and relies on Him] shall not be put to shame nor be disappointed in his 
expectations. 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 AMP “Therefore you are no longer outsiders (exiles, migrants, and 
aliens, excluded from the rights of citizens), but you now share citizenship with the 
saints (God's own people, consecrated and set apart for Himself); and you belong to 
God's [own] household.  (20)  You are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets with Christ Jesus Himself the chief Cornerstone.  (21)  In Him the whole 
structure is joined (bound, welded) together harmoniously, and it continues to rise 
(grow, increase) into a holy temple in the Lord [a sanctuary dedicated, consecrated, and 
sacred to the presence of the Lord].  (22)  In Him [and in fellowship with one another] 
you yourselves also are being built up [into this structure] with the rest, to form a fixed 
abode (dwelling place) of God in (by, through) the Spirit.” 
 
1Peter 2:4-10 AMP “Come to Him [then, to that] Living Stone which men tried and threw 
away, but which is chosen [and] precious in God's sight. [Ps. 118:22; Isa. 28:16.]  (5)  
[Come] and, like living stones, be yourselves built [into] a spiritual house, for a holy 
(dedicated, consecrated) priesthood, to offer up [those] spiritual sacrifices [that are] 
acceptable and pleasing to God through Jesus Christ.  (6)  For thus it stands in Scripture: 
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Behold, I am laying in Zion a chosen (honored), precious chief Cornerstone, and he who 
believes in Him [who adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Him] shall never be disappointed 
or put to shame. [Isa. 28:16.]  (7)  To you then who believe (who adhere to, trust in, and 
rely on Him) is the preciousness; but for those who disbelieve [it is true], The [very] 
Stone which the builders rejected has become the main Cornerstone, [Ps. 118:22.]  (8)  
And, A Stone that will cause stumbling and a Rock that will give [men] offense; they 
stumble because they disobey and disbelieve [God's] Word, as those [who reject Him] 
were destined (appointed) to do.  (9)  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
dedicated nation, [God's] own purchased, special people, that you may set forth the 
wonderful deeds and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light. [Exod. 19:5, 6.]  (10)  Once you were not a people [at 
all], but now you are God's people; once you were unpitied, but now you are pitied and 
have received mercy. [Hos. 2:23.]” 
 
Hebrews 12:22-23 GNB “Instead, you have come to Zion, to the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, with its thousands of angels.  (23)  You have come to the joyful 
gathering of God's first-born, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to 
God, who is the judge of all people, and to the spirits of good people made perfect. 

 
Clearly, all of these scriptures, both individually and collectively, show who is the “branch of 
Zion.”  The church is the “daughter of Zion,” and thus is the subject of the words of Zechariah’s 
prophecy as the beneficiary of the plunder of the Angel of Glory in that prophecy: 
 
 

Zechariah 2:8-11 KJV “For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me 
unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his 
eye.  (9)  For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to 
their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me.  (10)  Sing and 
rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the 
LORD.  (11)  And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my 
people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts 
hath sent me unto thee.” 

 
Verse 12 of Zechariah’s Chapter 2 prophecy takes us to what will occur immediately following 
the fulfillment to the Church of the above passage: 
 

Zechariah 2:12 NLT “The land of Judah will be the LORD's special possession in the holy 
land, and He will once again choose Jerusalem to be His own city.” 

 
The fulfillment of verses 8-11, an event for the benefit of the Church, will mark the end of this 
age, at which time the above verse 12 will be fulfilled in the coming of Christ, and the seven 
year period following the rapture, to physically claim Jerusalem as His earthly headquarters for 
a millennial global reign, a 1,000 year period of peace on earth under Christ’s rule. 
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The final verse of the prophetic chapter indicates that in the season of this fulfillment, there will 
be an explosion of activity as God sets His hand to bring all of this pass: 
 

Zechariah 2:13 NLT “Be silent before the LORD, all humanity, for He is springing into 
action from His holy dwelling." 

 
This age will expire, the earth and its universe destroyed, and we will, with Christ, enter into 
God’s plan for an endless and timeless Eternity! 
 

Haggai Prophesies the Details  

of  

Zechariah’s Prophecy to the Church 

 

Haggai and Zechariah were termed “twin prophets” because they traveled throughout the 

same region and time period and were often seen ministering together.  Haggai’s reference to 

Zechariah’s prophecy clearly indicates a harmony signaling a “prophetic signature” or key to 

“connective scripture.”  Haggai prophesies:  

 

Haggai 2:3-9 LITV  “Who is left among you who saw this house in her former glory? And 
how do you see it now? When compared to it, is it not as nothing in your eyes?  (4)  Yet 
now be strong, O Zerubbabel, says Jehovah. And be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest. And be strong and work, all people of the land, says Jehovah. For I am 
with you, declares Jehovah of Hosts,  (5)  with the Word by whom I covenanted with you 
when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit stands among you; do not fear.  (6)  For so 
says Jehovah of Hosts: Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens and the 
earth and the sea and the dry land.  (7)  And I will shake all the nations; and the desire of 
all nations shall come. And I will fill this house with glory, says Jehovah of Hosts.  (8)  The 
silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, says Jehovah of Hosts.  (9)  The glory of this latter 
house shall be greater than that of the former, says Jehovah of Hosts. And in this place I 
will give peace, says Jehovah of Hosts.” 

 
It is clear from a careful study, putting biblical references together with Church history that 
Haggai’s prophecy is designed by God to inure to the benefit of the Church.  During the season 
of the gathering of the Jews from their diaspora back to their homeland of Israel, the prophet 
Zechariah, as we will see later, God planned a glorious event for the Church in which the wealth 
of the world would come to the body of Christ. 
 
According to Biblical history scholars, at the time of Zechariah’s prophecy, a tremendous effort 
had been made to rebuild the temple and restore Jewish worship and adherence to the Law of 
Moses.  The word of the Lord that came to Zechariah was to encourage Zerubbabel and the 
Jewish priests to not be disheartened that the results the achieved fell far short of the glorious 
temple that once had been the place of the worship in Jerusalem.   
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We have this biblical commentary from Albert Barnes Notes on the Bible, including an excellent 
description of the glory of the former temple: 
 

Haggai 2:3 - Who is left among you? – The question implies that there were those 
among them, who had seen the first house in its glory, yet but few. When the 
foundations of the first temple were laid, there were many Ezr_3:12. “Many of the 
priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, ancient men, that had seen the first house, 
when the foundations of this house were laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice.” 
Fifty-nine years had elapsed from the destruction of the temple in the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah to the first of Cyrus; so that old men of seventy years had seen the first 
temple, when themselves eleven years old. In this second of Darius seventy years had 
passed, so that those of 78 or 80 years might still well remember it. Ezra’s father, 
Seraiah, was slain in the eleventh year of Zedekiah; so he must have been born at latest 
a few months later; yet he lived to the second of Artaxerxes. 
 
Is not such as it is as nothing? -  Beside the richness of the sculptures in the former 
temple, everything, which admitted of it, was overlaid with gold 1Ki_6:22, 1Ki_6:28, 
1Ki_6:30, 1Ki_6:32, 1Ki_6:35, “Solomon overlaid the whole house with gold, until he had 
finished all the house, the whole altar by the oracle, the two cherubim, the floor of the 
house, the doors of the holy of holies” and the ornaments of it, “the cherubim thereon” 
and “the palm trees he covered with gold fitted upon the carved work 1Ki_7:48-50, the 
altar of gold and the table of gold, whereupon the showbread was, the ten candlesticks 
of pure gold, with the flowers and the lamps and the tongs of gold, the bowls, the 
snuffers and the basins and the spoons and the censers of pure gold, and hinges of pure 
gold for all the doors of the temple 2Ch_3:4-9. The porch that was in the front of the 
house, twenty cubits broad and 120 cubits high, was overlaid within with pure gold;” the 
house glistened with precious stones; and the gold (it is added) was “gold of Parvaim,” a 
land distant of course and unknown to us. “Six hundred talents of gold” (about 
4,320,000 British pounds  were employed in overlaying the holy of holies. “The upper 
chambers were also of gold; the weight of the nails was fifty shekels of gold.” 

 
Both prophecies (of Zechariah and Haggai) are connected by “prophetic signature” as each 
speaks in the name of “Jehovah Tsaba, in reference with Isaiah’s “Day of Jehovah Tsaba” (day of 
Lord of hosts) found in Isaiah 1:12: 
 

Isaiah 2:11-12 LITV “The lofty eyes of man shall be humbled, and the pride of men shall 
be bowed down; but Jehovah, He alone, will be exalted in that day.  (12) For the day of 
Jehovah of Hosts [Tsaba] shall be on all the proud and lofty ones, and on all that is lifted 
up; and it will be abased.” 

 
It is of the most significance that an event is established called “the day of Jehovah Tsaba.” In so 
doing Isaiah sets up the “prophetic signature” by which future connective scriptures may be 
identified within his “day of Jehovah Tsaba” event.  Following that, where we see events 
prophesied using that “prophetic signature” (name), we are able to accurately connect the dots 
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between each of these prophecies, that as they are connected, reveal the fullness of the future 
event.  The Haggai and Zechariah prophecies fit perfectly within the perimeters of the 
“prophetic signature” of the Day of Jehovah Tsaba.  For example: 

1. Each of the three prophets speaks specifically in the name of “Jehovah Tsaba,” 
repeating that Jehovah name repeatedly and frequently in their prophecies.  

 
2. The messages of both Haggai and Zechariah, as well as other of Isaiah’s prophecy of 

blessings to the Church, connect in substance with the purpose and message of 
Isaiah 2:12’s “day of Jehovah Tsaba.” 

 
3. The biblical meaning of the name “Jehovah Tsaba,” by definition fits perfectly, 

enjoining each of these prophet’s visions to Isaiah’s Chapter 2:12 event.  Psalmist 
David introduces us to Jehovah Tsaba.  He tells us He is “the Lord strong mighty in 
battle,” and that Jehovah Tsaba holds the title of “King of glory!”  

 
Psalms 24:7-10 LITV “Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting 
doors; and the King of Glory shall come in.  (8)  Who is this King of Glory? 
Jehovah strong and mighty! Jehovah mighty in battle!  (9)  Lift up your heads, O 
gates; even lift up, O everlasting doors; and the King of Glory shall come in.  (10)  
Who is this King of Glory? Jehovah of Hosts [Tsaba], He is the King of Glory.  

 
Zechariah speaks, in the name of Jehovah Tsaba, of an “angel of glory,” who will go out and 
gather in the glory of the world (identified by Haggai’s reference as “the silver is mine and the 
gold is mine, says Jehovah Tsaba), and give it to the “latter house,” identified already in prior 
scriptures as the “branch of Zion,” the Church. 
 
Before the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah, the land of Judah fell to Babylonian conquerors 
in 586 BC, and the Jewish people were carried away into captivity.  But following a decree from 
Cyrus the Great (Ezra 1:1-4, 2 Chron 36:22-23), the Jewish exiles returned to Jerusalem and construction 
for a second temple started at the original site of Solomon's Temple, which had remained a devastated 
heap during the approximately 70 years of captivity (Dan. 9:1-2).  
 

According to the Jewish historian, Josephus, a band of 42,360 Jews, following their Babylonian 
captivity, had made the four month long (and treacherous) journey from the banks of the 
Euphrates back to their homeland in Jerusalem with a fervency to rebuild on the original temple 
mount.   
 
Under the influence of Zerubbabel, the Governor of what had become a province of Roman rule 
(who had made a very generous donation to begin reconstruction of a replacement for 
Solomon’s temple), the Jews joined together to do what they could to support the rebuilding 
project. Josephus writes: 
 

“The people poured their gifts into the sacred treasury with great enthusiasm.  First they 
erected and dedicated the altar of God on the exact spot where it had formerly stood, 
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and they then cleared away the charred heaps of debris which occupied the site of the 
old temple; and in the second month of the second year (535 BC), amid great public 
excitement and rejoicing, the foundations of the Second Temple were laid.  After a 
relatively brief halt due to opposition from the Samaritans, work resumed in 521 BC 
under the Persian King Darius the Great (Ezra 5) and was completed during the sixth 
year of his reign (516 BC), with the temple dedication taking place the following year.” 

 
Although over the next approximately 300 years Judah was virtually non-existent as one 
conqueror defeated another conqueror, who was defeated by yet another, yet the priests were 
allowed to keep the Jewish rituals alive in the temple. 
 
But as Haggai 2: 3 records, this rebuilt temple was in no way comparable to the glory of 
Solomon’s temple. 
 
Finally, at the beginning of 19 BC, Herod complained that the Temple of Zerubbabel was built 
like a fortress and was shorter than that of Solomon’s Temple by about 90 feet because of a 
decree made by Darius, the Persian king.  King Herod no doubt wanted to be remembered 
forever as the builder of the greatest temple of the Jews. He carefully worked with the current 
Jewish elders to build it in accordance with their instructions.   
 
But, as great as Herod’s Temple was, it did not compare in beauty and splendor to the one 
described earlier in this document from Albert Barnes Notes on the Bible. 
 
Hence, we pick up on the prophecy of Haggai, Chapter two, and find the time of fulfillment of 
the Zionist state of Israel, and the gathering of the Jews, and thus, have the season or time 
period for Zechariah’s prophecy to come to pass for the Church.  It reveals a blessing that 
entails, first of all a last-days conversion for the Church of a wealth transfer (earth enablement 
for a great last-days gathering of souls into Christ’s body and kingdom), and then of Jesus’ 
establishment of His throne in Jerusalem  for his final reign of this age prior to the advent of 
Eternity (Zechariah 2:12-13). 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darius_the_Great
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