
1 
 

The Unbiblical Term “A Rhema Word” 

© Copyright 2021 – Dr. Don G. Pickney 

 

Although touted by some charismatic believers, the term “a rhema word from God” simply 
doesn’t exist in the scriptures.  Even more serious is the fact that it is used to lead astray believers 
in how God speaks to us and leads us.  One WOF Bible teacher is touting that “faith in God’s word, 
or promises, cannot come to a believer without a special quickening ‘rhema word’ from Christos 
(Jesus Christ) Himself, quickening it to the heart of the one receiving it.”  

 

When Jesus was getting ready to go to the Father, He explained to us how the Holy Spirit would 
come.  He told His disciples, “He has been with you, but He shall be in you.  And in that day, He will 
take the things that I have spoken to you and bring them to your remembrance.”  It is the Holy 
Spirit that was authorized to teach, guide and direct us into all truth (called in Jesus’ teachings, the 
Spirit of Truth). We also know the work of the Holy Spirit as the gifts or manifestations of the Holy 
Ghost, i.e. a word (logos) of knowledge or (logos) of wisdom.  This could be a special “unction” 
from the anointing within us to do or act specifically as directed by the Holy Spirit.  (In any case, 
NEVER in the Bible is it called “a rhema word.”) 

 

Sometimes, a generation gets tired of the “old” ancient ways of communicating something, and 
looks to reinvent them.  A new term is “cool” to use with a new way of saying it.  They come up 
with something that, because it is modern, makes them seem smarter and more intuitive.  Maybe 
that’s OK when referencing social ideas.  But the Word of God is sacred, and must not be 
tampered with by “cool” sayings that change the original thought of the scriptural writers. 

 

Brother Hagin’s Bible teaching was that there are primarily 3 ways we receive direction from God. 
NEVER DID HE USE THE TERM “A RHEMA WORD” from the Lord (because it is not a biblical term 
and is used in error of the original meaning of “rhema”).  I have outlined Kenneth E Hagin’s 
teaching below: 

 

Rhema is defined from the Greek as “the sounding of words by a living human creature.”  One 
place rhema is mentioned is in Ephesians as “the sword of the spirit.”  When we respond to the 
devil or any enemy of life by speaking God’s written word (logos), we are wielding “the Spirit’s 
sword!”  The sword of the Spirit is putting God’s written word (logos, which is alive and powerful) 
in our mouth. The act of speaking it is called, the “rhema of God.” Rhema exists the moment the 
sound of faith is made with our voice and spoken with our lips – “the word (rhema) of faith which 
we preach, that if we believe with our heart and confess with our mouth…”  That’s the Romans 
10 usage of the word of rhema (the speaking of that which we believe).  We see the term again by 
Paul in Ephesians: 

 

Ephesians 6:17  “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word (rhema) of God.”  Which direction (in terms of hearing or speaking) is the sword 
of the Spirit? It is “the act of speaking” a written word from God.  

 

Below, in the account of Jesus in the wilderness, we have a perfect example or demonstration of 
the “sword of the Spirit which is the Word (rhema” of God).”  It is Jesus SPEAKING THE LOGOS 
(written word) OF GOD OUT OF HIS MOUTH!  AGAIN, THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (THE RHEMA OF 
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GOD) is not God speaking TO Jesus (Jesus getting a “rhema word”, rather it is JESUS SPEAKING his 
faith, in this case wielding it against the devil’s assault.  Notice: 

 

Matthew 4:1-11  “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of 
the devil.  (2)  And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an 
hungred.  (3)  And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be made bread.  (4)  But he answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word (logos) that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.  (5)  Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a 
pinnacle of the temple,  (6)  And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 
down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands 
they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.  (7)  Jesus said 
unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.  (8)  Again, the devil 
taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them;  (9)  And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me.  (10)  Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.  (11)  Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 

 

Jesus words (rhema coming from His mouth) is a demonstration of “wielding the sword of the 

Spirit.”  Rhema is not direction from the Lord to our hearts for which way to go (Hearing a rhema 

word), or hearing a “quickened word” what to do (that’s the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts). 

Rhema is always us speaking our faith in God’s logos (Word) from our hearts.  

Brother Hagin taught us the three primary ways God leads us in our lives (specifically what to do, 

where to go, etc.) by the Spirit.  Never does he suggest the term “a rhema word”: 

 

1. The inner witness – our conscious either accusing us or permitting us to move forward in 

doing something: brother Hagin called it the “red or green light,” he also referenced it as a 

cotton, soft feeling, or a “note of victory.” 

 

Paul teaches that we are to be “led by the spirit (our inner man)” that has the mind of 

Christ and knows all things.  If we will practice and develop the ability to hear the voice of 

“our spirit,” we will not walk in the flesh.  Here are scriptures brother Hagain (and I) use in 

teaching on walking and being led by the spirit: 

 

Romans 8:6  “For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace.” 

 

Colossians 3:15  “And let the peace (soul harmony which comes) from Christ rule 
(act as umpire continually) in your hearts [deciding and settling with finality all 
questions that arise in your minds, in that peaceful state] to which as [members of 
Christ's] one body you were also called [to live]. And be thankful (appreciative), 
[giving praise to God always].” 
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Romans 9:1 “ I AM speaking the truth in Christ. I am not lying; my conscience 
[enlightened and prompted] by the Holy Spirit bearing witness with me.” 

 

Romans 9:1  “I AM speaking the truth in Christ. I am not lying; my conscience 
[enlightened and prompted] by the Holy Spirit bearing witness with me.” 

 

2Co 1:12  It is a reason for pride and exultation to which our conscience testifies 
that we have conducted ourselves in the world [generally] and especially toward 
you, with devout and pure motives and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but by 
the grace of God (the unmerited favor and N1merciful kindness by which God, 
exerting His holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, and keeps, 
strengthens, and increases them in Christian virtues).” 

 

1Timothy 1:5  “Whereas the object and purpose of our instruction and charge is 
love, which springs from a pure heart and a good (clear) conscience and sincere 
(unfeigned) faith.” 

 

2Corinthians 1:12  “It is a reason for pride and exultation to which our conscience 
testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world [generally] and especially 
toward you, with devout and pure motives and godly sincerity, not in fleshly 
wisdom but by the grace of God (the unmerited favor and N1merciful kindness by 
which God, exerting His holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, and keeps, 
strengthens, and increases them in Christian virtues). 

 

All of these examples describe the functions of the “inner witness.” 

 

 

2. A stronger witness when needed, called the “voice of our spirit,” where instead of just 

our conscience bearing us witness, our spirit speaks within our hearts to us, “Don’t go 

there today;” Change the timing of your trip…’”  “I really shouldn’t get involved with that, 

something is just not right,” etc.  Remember our spirit has the mind of Christ and knows all 

things. (1Cor 2:12-16) 

 

 

3. The voice of the Holy Spirit, (which 1Corinthians 12 calls “a logos,” a manifestation of 

either a word (logos) of wisdom, word (logos) of knowledge, or one of the prophetic gifts 

of the Holy Spirit, i.e. a vision or dream, a personal interpretation of our own tongues, or a 

word (logos) of prophecy coming from the Holy Spirit to our heart and mind. (NEVER IS 

THAT ACTIVITY BIBLICALLY CALLED “A RHEMA WORD.” 

 

Accordingly, you would not say, “I got a rhema word,” (BECAUSE IT IS AN EXTRA-BIBLICLA 

EXPRESSION, NOT GIVEN FROM SCRIPTURES) you would say, 1) “I witnessed in my spirit,” 

2) I heard in my spirit; 3) I received a word (logos) of wisdom from the Holy Spirit, or “I 

received a word (logos) of knowledge,” or the Holy Ghost forebade me to go,”etc. 
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Acts 16:6-10  “Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of 
Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in 
Asia,  (7)  After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the 
Spirit suffered them not.  (8)  And they passing by Mysia came down to 
Troas.  (9)  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of 
Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help 
us.  (10)  And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into 
Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel 
unto them.” 

 

In the above scripture, Paul received a word of knowledge through a vision/dream after 

the Holy Spirit arrested him to not go.  It is important to keep our “jargon” within what is 

truth, from the confines of the scriptures, not extra-biblical made-up expressions that can 

easily lead people astray in their spiritual thinking. 

 

The gifts of the Holy Spirit, Word of wisdom, word of knowledge, etc. are never called a 

“rhema of God.”  If you get a word of wisdom, it is the “logos of God” that was deposited by 

the Holy Ghost (and never called a rhema word from Christos, Christ Jesus), rather it is the 

Word [logos] of wisdom/knowledge in 1Corinthians 12:8.)   

Again, rhema is the “sounding” of a word (the logos) coming from a living human being’s 

mouth!  It may be totally worthless words, or a confession of the Word from within our heart 

belief, or a word spoken as a command to the devil for example (as Jesus’ in the wilderness of 

temptation). In any case, regarding the believer, rhema is a “releasing of your faith in God 

and/or the act of speaking your faith in His written promises. 

We see in Romans 10:810 a “rhema” of faith exists when we preach, confess or speak God’s 

Word, or our faith in God’s promise. 

Jesus took God’s written Word (the logos) and used His mouth to speak to the Devil saying “It 

is written.” (the act of speaking was rhema.)  He was using the “sword of the Spirit” to stop the 

Devil, i.e. as Brother Hagin titled one teaching, “The Number One Way to Stop the Devil Starts 

With Three Little Words.” The act of speaking those little words are called “rhema.”  He 

describes Jesus use of the “sword of the spirit,” as beginning with “It is written.”   In that 

teaching, brother Hagin famously said, “Some folks greet you with ‘How goes the battle,’ but I 

reply ‘It’s victory’ that I’m in. You see I’ve learned the devil is defeated, and the back of the 

book declares we win!’”  I cut my spiritual teeth on brother Hagin’s series on this subject. 

Following that teaching, Norvel Hayes produced a little mini-book with that title, and I wrote a 

song with that title.  The song goes like this:  

“Three Little Words.” 

It is written, three little words, 

It is written, takes only a moment to say it, 

It is written, and God’s power goes to work, 

The number one way to stop the devil starts with three little words. 
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Now Satan comes with a great big “If” to  tempt to test to try us, 

He says, ‘You’re not healed, if you were you would feel better,” 

Turn to Matthew 8, verse 17, sharpen your sword, make it really gleam, 

OPEN UP YOUR MOUTH AND SAY, ‘Devil, it is written.” 

 

I also wrote the song from that series: 

“The Spirit’s Sword” 

The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 

But mighty through God to pull down strongholds, 

They overcome the world, the flesh, the devil, 

The feeble and the weak through them are strong. 

 

So Ask me why I’m happy and contented, 

Ask me why I never have a care, 

Ask me why I only SPEAK of victory, 

The answer that is give is very clear, 

I use the Spirit’s sword, now the battle is the Lord’s, 

The battle is the Lord’s I’ve learned to use the Spirit’s sword. 

 

 

The following article was offered after last Tuesday webinar, led by Deb Smith and Anthony 

Rodriguez.  I have since found it for myself in a rhema article online provided by Rhema 

Bible Training Center, referencing Ken Jr. and his ideas of “a rhema word.”  The article 

directly implies that rhema is a “word from God to us,” when in fact “logos” is any word 

out of the mouth of God (both written and by an action of the Holy Spirit), whereas a 

rhema is ALWAYS an action of speaking words from our heart and mouth.  Here is the 

article in question: 

(Please note that after each part of the statement, you will find Pastor Don’s corrective 

comments in red.) 

What does the Greek word Rhema mean?  
 

The word rhema is infused in everything connected with Kenneth Hagin Ministries. But 
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what is it exactly? 

 

The Greek word rhēma simply means "any spoken word." In the New Testament, two 

different Greek words are used to identify words from God: lógos and rhēma.   

Almost accurate can be very dangerous.  The article’s definition (above) is so close to the 

truth making it dangerously deceptive.  “Rhema” is not “any spoken word.” Rather, 

“rhema” is the act of speaking of any word (logos).  The speaking (or sounding of) is 

“rhema,” but the word spoken is “logos.”  The truth is logos, and is any word from God to 

us.  Rhema in scripture is the speaking of any word (including empty worthless words), 

but rhema also includes the speaking of words of faith by us reflecting God’s logos 

(Word) in our hearts).  The “act of speaking” it is “rhema,” and what is spoken is “logos.” 

GET THIS STRAIGHT:  “RHEMA IS THE ACT OF SPEAKING! THE WORDS SPOKEN ARE 

ALWAYS LOGOS!” 

 

Lógos refers to the written word. It is used in John 1:1: "In  the beginning was the 

Word [lógos], and the Word was with God, and the Word was God" (NKJV). 

Again this is so close to the truth, yet it is not complete:  Logos does refer only to the 

written word.  But it also includes every word spoken, i.e. the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

word (logos) of faith spoken by us, even empty, worthless words are called “logos” in 

scripture.  This article, unfortunately, is the ignorant teaching the ignorant what they 

think is truth! 

(We have the right (authority) to judge these matters in the Lord!) 

 

Rhēma is a spoken word. We find it in Ephesians 6:17: "And take the helmet of salvation, 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word [rhēma] of God" (NKJV).   

Again, rhema is not the “word spoken,” “rhema is the ‘act of speaking,’” it is not the 

word spoken (that is logos) as defined throughout scripture whether it is spoken or 

written. 

 

Both kinds of words are crucial to our Christian life. We need the written Word (lógos) as 

our foundation, but we also need the spoken word (rhēma) for direction at the moment. We 

have the written Word to stand on. We have rhema, the spoken Word, so we know what to 

do and where to go. 

The purpose of “rhema” is not hearing a “direction for the moment” telling us what to do 

or where to go, that it an action of the Spirit explained by brother Hagin’s teaching of 

“How to be led by the spirit.”  Any action in 1Cor. , is in the scripture called “logos,” ie 

“word (logos) of wisdom, etc.” 

 

When the Holy Spirit speaks to us, He quickens a scripture verse or direction to us—a 

specific rhema word for a specific time and a specific purpose.  
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Where does he get this?  It has to come from somewhere?  Someone had to invent this 

term as it is not represented in scripture.  It is not true.  The first part is true, i.e. “the Holy 

Spirit speaks to us, and He may quicken a scripture verse or direction to us.”  Of course , He 

lives within us!  That is what Jesus said before He went away, “Howbeit, when He the Spirit 

of Truth, which is the Holy Ghost shall come, he will take the things of mine and will show 

them unto you…” and in another place, “He will take all things that I have spoken and shall 

bring them to your remembrance.”  Truth is always “logos.”  Nowhere in the Bible is it 

referenced as a “Rhema Word.”  Let’s not create extra-biblical jargon that has no basis in 

the scriptures.  Just say, “the Holy Spirit reminded me of what the scripture said.”  The 

reason to do that is because the phrase “a rhema word” changes “rhema” from the 

speaking of a word, to “a word heard.”  Is rhema the speaking of a word, or the hearing of 

a word.  Rhema is the sounding of the word of God, the word of God itself is “logos.”   

Here is the rest of the article taken from Rhema’s internet website: 

Rhema—A Place 

Rhema Bible Training College began with a quickened word spoken by my dad, Kenneth E. Hagin. 
When Dad received the mandate, "Go teach My people faith," that was a rhema word to him of 
what to do in ministry. I often heard him pray, "Lord, how am I going to get this message out? I'm 
just one man." 

“Go teach My people faith” came as a revelation from the Holy Spirit to brother Hagin.  The writer 
of the article said it was “a rhema word.”  I could say it was a “dump Truck!”  But that wouldn’t 
make it one!  The article continues: 

His answer came during Campmeeting 1973. Dad said under the inspiration of the Spirit, "We're 
going to start a Bible school!" When he said that, I had a rhema word inside of me—Lynette and I 
were to help Dad start the school. Those rhema words gave the direction of how to get the faith 
message out and fulfill the mandate. 

 

Many years later, Brother Hagin received direction from the Holy Spirit to begin a Bible school.  
Ken Jr. is the one who said “When he said that, I had a rhema word inside of me…”  This was not, 
and never became an expression spoken by brother Hagin, Sr. (Not on any teaching tape or in any 
book.)  God imparted a revelation of knowledge and wisdom within brother Hagin’s heart, and he 
began speaking it in faith. 

Dad didn't want to put his name on the school. When we discussed what to call it, he suggested 
"Rhema" based on a message Roy Hicks taught at Campmeeting. 

We chose the name Rhema Bible Training Center because it is purpose driven, not personality 
driven. And it's still not personality driven! It was founded on the principles of the infallible Word 
of God, learning how to be led by the Spirit, and knowing the authority of the believer—while 
zeroing in on the practical aspects of ministry. 

Rhema—A Worldwide Family 

Back in the 1930s, a young farmer got saved at a tent meeting. His parents didn't like it, so they 
wouldn't let him go back to the tent meeting. But he would come up to a grassy knoll on the family 
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farm—right about where Rhema Bible Church stands today—to read his Bible and pray. He had a 
vision that a mighty work of God would be raised up on that very place. The Lord told him that 
from this place, the Gospel would go out all over the world. 

 

Obviously, the young farmer (above) shared his vision in faith, and spoke his faith concerning it. 

Jesus gave instructions regarding “rhema” which perhaps can give some insight to the meaning of 
the word: 

Matthew 12:34-37  O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  (35)  A good man out of the good 
treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure 
bringeth forth evil things.  (36)  But I say unto you, That every idle word (rhema) that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  (37)  For by thy words 
(logos) thou shalt be justified, and by thy words (logos) thou shalt be condemned. 

 

By definition, “rhema” is the sounding of words, and “logos” is the word spoken including the 
thought and intent behind (or inside) it.  Words spoken (rhema) are merely containers of “logos” 
the thoughts and intents within the words (rhema) spoken.  Jesus warned against speaking 
“empty” words (rhema) 

 

Notice in the above verses of Jesus teaching, “rhema” is not about hearing or being quickened, 
rather it is the speaking forth of words from the heart by a human voice. 

The young man had a rhema word—a word from God! This campus was God ordained. It wasn't 
man's idea. It was God's idea. And from this place, men and women have been trained with the 
message of faith and have gone around the world. 

Of course, we are thankful for Rhema Bible Training Center.  But, contrary to Ken Jr’s statement, 
you don’t get a “rhema” from God, you get a “logos” from God, and when you speak it in faith, 
that is “rhema.”  (Romans 10:7-10)  We see then that the young man had a “logos” of knowledge 
(a revelation from the Holy Spirit) regarding the future (1Corinthians 12:8).  The biblical way to 
describe his experience would be, he received a revelation (vision) from the Holy Ghost.  It would, 
thus, fall into the category of either a “word (logos) of wisdom,” or a “word (logos) of knowledge, 
or a “word (logos) of prophecy;” in any case it is never biblically referenced “a rhema Word.” 

It's like throwing a rock in a pond. There's a splash and it ripples across the water. People have 
gone out from Rhema and started churches. Men and women are coming from those churches to 
be trained. Then they're going back out to start what God spoke to them. 

For many years there was only one Rhema. But today there are over 235 Rhema Bible Training 
College campuses in 50 nations. It has become a worldwide family! 

You might say, "I didn't graduate from Rhema." If you follow this ministry, have sown seed into it, 
or have learned and grown from the books and teachings, then you are part of the family. It's all of 
us together. We are the Rhema family. 
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We have been raised up to fulfill the Great Commission. Thank God for Rhema! Rhema is the 
spoken Word. Rhema is a place to be trained. Rhema is a worldwide family. And together we have 
one mandate—"Go teach My people faith." 

Interestingly Ken, Jr. said the truth, “Rhema is the spoken word.”  Unfortunately, he has “the 
sounding of words,” confused with the “quickened hearing of words.”  In either case, the “words” 
are in the bible defined “logos” (the word spoken including the thought and intent within it.) It is 
only the “act of speaking” that is referenced “rhema.” 

 
Rhḗma—A Definition 
rhḗma (ῥῆμα in Greek); that which is spoken, what is uttered in speech or writing;1 an utterance 
(individually, collectively, or specifically);2 the word by which something is commanded, directed, 
or enjoined;3 something that is spoken clearly and vividly, in unmistakable terms and in an 
undeniable language. In the New Testament, the word rhema carries the idea of a quickened 
word.4 
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Notice that when the article gives the definition of “rhema,” they remain correct as long as they 
quote the Greek to English definitions (W.E. Vine; Strong’s Greek Dictionary; and Thayer’s Greek-
English).  But they add a “non-scholar’s” definition at the very end to fit their purpose by quoting 
from Rick Renner, “”Sparkling Gems From the Greek, in 2003.  Unfortunately Rick Renner is not a 
true Greek schola, rather he might, as many ministers be categorized “a student of the Greek 
Scholars,” and gave a definition from his own idea of the word, i.e. a “quickend word.” They added 
that as an authoritative scholarly definition.  In one writing, Renner said, “one rhema from the 
Lord has the power to eliminate the enemy’s attacks! Thank God for the sword of the Spirit! The 
best example of this powerful sword of the Spirit is found in Luke 4:3-13.”  But in Jesus’ dealings 
with Satan in the wilderness of temptation, the was no “quickened word from God,” there was 
just “it is written,”(the logos) and Jesus knowledge of God’s word, as he spoke (rhema, “sounded”) 
the logos to Satan.  That is what the sword of the Spirit looks like, “putting God’s Word in your 
mouth and “sounding it,” (speaking God’s Word, it is written…) in the face of your enemy.   

I think it was important to Ken, Jr. in his article to make it about “rhema” (or his concept of the 
word).  But, brother Hagin, Sr. believed in the correct definition of “rhema” and named the school 
after the biblical concept:  “You can have what you say, if you believe it with your heart and speak 
it (rhema) with your mouth.” (Mark 11:22-24 & Romans 10:6-10) 


