
 

WORD OF FAITH/PHILADELPHIA CHURCH  1 

The Word of Faith  

&  

The Wealth Conversion Prophecy 
& 

The Identifying Character of the Philadelphia Church 

©  Copyright 2014 - Dr. Don G. Pickney 

COMPARING THE WORD OF FAITH DOCTRINE  

WITH THE PHILADELPHIAN CHURCH 

INCLUDING: 

Excerpts from Dr. Don G. Pickney’s Doctoral Thesis 
THE WORD OF FAITH THEOLOGICAL DEBATE 

© 2006 – Dr Don G. Pickney, Th.D 

 

The Philadelphia Church 

 

"And to the angel (messenger) of the assembly (church) in Philadelphia write: These are the words 

of the Holy One, the True One, He Who has the key of David, Who opens and no one shall shut, Who 

shuts and no one shall open: [Isa. 22:22.] I know your [record of] works and what you are doing. See! I 

have set before you a door wide open which no one is able to shut; I know that you have but little 

power, and yet you have kept My Word and guarded My message and have not renounced or denied 

My name. Take note! I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say they are Jews and are not, 

but lie–behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet and learn and acknowledge that I 

have loved you. [Isa. 43:4; 49:23; 60:14.] Because you have guarded and kept My word of patient 

endurance [have held fast the lesson of My patience with the expectant endurance that I give you], I 

also will keep you [safe] from the hour of trial (testing) which is coming on the whole world to try those 

who dwell upon the earth. I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one may rob you 

and deprive you of your crown." (Revelation 3:7-11 AMP) 
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The Word of Faith Church 

A close analysis of this scripture reveals the primary doctrine of the Word of Faith message.  By 

"word of faith" it is meant that taking God's Word as the final authority, then utilizing faith and patience 

for it to be brought to pass in our individual lives.   

 

The Word of Faith message itself is a message of believing in an arena of faith in God where all 

things are possible to those who believe.  Once a believer accepts the promise given them of Mark 

11:22-24, they thereby receive what Jesus Revelations 3:7 speaks exclusively to the Philadelphia Church 

as the "Key of David – “See! I have set before you a door wide open which no one is able to shut..."  

Mark 11:23 introduces believers to a “God-kind of faith” that promises, "He shall have whatsoever He 

saith!"  

 

 In Matthew, because of a spirit of “revelation knowledge” enabling Peter to declare in response 

to Jesus, “You are the Son of the Living God,” Jesus responded:  "You are given an opening to God’s 

kingdom, keys that will open any and every door: all hindrances between Heaven and Earth and Earth 

and Heaven dissolved. It means the ability for your ‘Yes’ on earth to find its ‘Amen’ in heaven, and the 

‘Yes’ or ‘No’ of Heaven to become your ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ on Earth, as you and Heaven flow in perfect 

harmony.” (Matthew 16:19)  Again, Jesus repeated this as a promise in Matthew 18:18.  Notice the 

similarity between the Matthew’s promises and the promise to the Philadelphia Church. 

 

Revelation’s reference to the “key of David” has its prior scriptural foundation in Isaiah 22:22 in 

reference to a word to Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah.  God’s promise to Eliakim was: 

 

Isaiah 22:20-24 NLT “And then I will call My servant Eliakim son of Hilkiah to replace you.  (21)  I 

will dress him in your royal robes and will give him your title and your authority. And he will be a 

father to the people of Jerusalem and Judah.  (22)  I will give him the key to the house of David—

the highest position in the royal court. When he opens doors, no one will be able to close them; 

when he closes doors, no one will be able to open them.  (23)  He will bring honor to his family 

name, for I will drive him firmly in place like a nail in the wall.  (24)  They will give him great 

responsibility, and he will bring honor to even the lowliest members of his family. " 
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The name Eliakim in Hebrew means “God raises up,” or “God who establishes me.”  All major 

theologians seem to agree that this term “key of David,” found in the Philadelphia church passage 

references a degree of authority so high that whatever is needed, God supplies the power and wisdom 

for its release in the earth, and one done, nothing can prevent it!  Commentators all reference Jesus two 

promises in Matthew 16:19 and Matthew 18:18-19 as carrying the same meaning.  This also would serve 

to connect to:  

Isaiah 14:24-27 NLT “The LORD of Heaven's Armies has sworn this oath: "It will all happen as I 

have planned. It will be as I have decided.  (25)  I will break the Assyrians when they are in Israel; 

I will trample them on My mountains. My people will no longer be their slaves nor bow down 

under their heavy loads.  (26)  I have a plan for the whole earth, a hand of judgment upon all the 

nations.  (27)  The LORD of Heaven's Armies has spoken—who can change His plans? When His 

hand is raised, who can stop Him?" 

 

 So it is that the Word of Faith Church movement believes strongly in this doctrine. 

 

 

The Doctrine of Faith and Patience 

 

It is interesting that to the Philadelphia Church, Jesus said, “Because you have guarded and kept 

My word of patient endurance [have held fast the lesson of My patience with the expectant endurance 

that I give you]…” as the basis for a commendation from Him.  This is the most foundational truth in the 

Word of Faith Doctrine.  Different from all other major Churches, the Word of faith holds to this tenant: 

 

Hebrews 10:23, 35-38 “Let us hold fast the confession of our faith that it waver not; for God is 

always faithful with His promises.   (35)  Be certain not to cast off your confident expectation of 

hope, for it will bring you faith’s reward. (36)  Patience that steadfast endurance that comes from 

being fully expectant, that is what you need so that, after ye fully performed God’s will for you, 

you might receive the tangible fulfillment of His promise.  (37)  Having done this, although time 

may pass as you wait, God’s answer will arrive, and it will not be late.  (38) Live the way the 

righteous ones were designed for life, utilizing a steadfast faith, then you will not be in the 

company of those who shrink from their original believing, wavering and vacillating, and thus fail 

in God’s pleasure of them.” 
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Can you see the like-image of those who preach and teach the message of Hebrews, Chapter 10 

with the doctrine of the Philadelphia Church?   

 

But there are also other likenesses besides these two previous points: “an open door between 

Heaven and believers,” and “faith and patience.”  For example: 

 

“I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept My Word and guarded My 

message and have not renounced or denied My name.” 

 

Most of the Church does not understand the nature of the Word of Faith message.  While many 

are seeking for more power (great manifestations of revival and corporate supernatural visitations) the 

Word of Faith Church believes that, “If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed (which is smaller than 

all seeds), you can say to the Sycamore tree, be plucked up by the roots and be planted in the sea, and it 

will obey you.”  Do we all seek more manifestations of God’s power and glory?  YES!  And the Church will 

see it soon.  But we do not believe that any believer, new or experienced, no matter the depth of their 

walk with God, may “Plant the seed of their faith, then be faithful to it, and their faith will grow to bring 

to manifestation that which they have believed.”  

 

It is important to note that the non-Charismatic/Word of Faith churches do not herald a belief of 

these unique principles found in the Philadelphia Church. 

 

 Still yet, another key teaching of the Word of Faith concludes that, rather than be forced to 

merely endure “trials and tests,” beset by valleys and mountains, believing that God has ordained them 

for the Christian believer to endure, the Word of Faith holds that these circumstances are not sent by 

God to teach or instruct, or build our faith, or make us stronger.  Instead, we believe that, by God’s will 

is that we always, and in all circumstances delivered from them. 

 

Matthew 6:13 AMP “And lead (bring) us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” 

James 1:13 WNT “Let no one say when passing through trial, "My temptation is from God;" for 

God is incapable of being tempted to do evil, and He Himself tempts no one.” 
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Revelation 3:10 “I also will keep you [safe] from the hour of trial (testing) which is coming on the 

whole world to try those who dwell upon the earth.” 

 

This doctrine of be kept from suffering, through our faith in God’s promises, is unique to the 

Word of Faith Church. 

 

 Finally, there is one other great promise to the Philadelphia Church: 

 

“Take note! I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say they are Jews and are not, but 

lie–behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet and learn and acknowledge 

that I have loved you. [Isa. 43:4; 49:23; 60:14.]” 

 

 It is significant that the Amplified Bible (quoted above), gives the scripture reference of Isaiah 

60:14 as one point of reference which is the fulfillment of the Day of Jehovah Tsaba and the global 

wealth transference to the Church: 

 

Isaiah 60:14-15; 61:9 KJV “The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto 

thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and 

they shall call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  (15)  Whereas thou 

hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal 

excellency, a joy of many generations…  And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and 

their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the 

seed which the LORD hath blessed.” 

 

Clearly, when a careful examination is made of the other major denominational beliefs, no other 

church doctrine so perfectly aligns itself (point by point) with the comparison of the Word of Faith 

Church with that of the Church at Philadelphia. 

 
A Statement of the Fundamental beliefs & Primary Doctrines of the Word of Faith Movement 

& Church 
 
 

Excerpts from  
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Dr. Don G. Pickney’s Doctoral Thesis 
THE WORD OF FAITH THEOLOGICAL DEBATE 

© 2006 – Dr Don G. Pickney, Th.D 
 

 
The Force of Faith (I) 

We will examine the Word of Faith’s historical position concerning the the power (or force) of faith, 

including faith’s confessions.  The WOF critics might be surprised from where the roots of these views 

are derived. 

 

Arthur T. Pierson 

Arthur T. Pierson1, (1837-1911) His preaching (over 13,000 sermons), extensive writings (over 50 books), 

and Bible lectures made him widely known in America.  He was a consulting editor for his friend, C.I. 

Scofield, with the original Scofield Reference Bible (1909), and was the author of the classic biography 

“George Muller of Bristol.”  His association with D.L. Moody and his Northfield Conferences were the 

breeding ground for Pierson’s determination to see the world evangelized in his generation.  Pierson 

was himself a speaker at the still famous Keswick Convention.  Billy Graham was introduced to the 

Keswick message at a Keswick Convention in 1946 over a period of days of Bible study and prayer in a 

hotel room. This teaching gave Billy Graham the assurance of God's power in his life, which Billy said in his 

autobiography, "Just As I Am," came to him as a “second blessing,” and which has empowered his 

preaching ever since.2 The Keswick Convention had its beginning in 1875.     

 

Preaching from (Mark 11:22-23 and Luke 17:6),3 A.T. Pierson writes: 

Our Lord therefore says, “Have faith in God” – literally, Have the faith of God.  Faith is 

mighty, not because it is small, but because it is the hiding place of God’s power.  It is the 

seed of God – having in it God’s life, and where it lodges there is growth, motion, 

expansion, reproduction; so far as it is genuine and  Godlike – the faith of God – it 

exercises the Power of God and is irresistible. 

                                                 
1 http://www.reformedreader.org/rbb/pierson/piersonindex.htm 

2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keswick_Convention 

3 Mark 11:22-23, “Have faith in God. (23) For verily I say unto you, that whosever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed; and be 

thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall 

have whatsoever he saith.” Luke 17:6, “…You might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted 

in the sea; and it should obey you.” 
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That, however, which is most marked in this lesson on faith is the authority conceded to 

faith and with which faith is clothed… In all these cases its not “pray” but say,” not the 

word of petition but of direction, not as of a suppliant but as a sovereign. 

This we regard as central, vital heart of this great lesson of faith.  The Master of all girds 

the servant with His own power and entrusts him with authority to command.  Faith 

claims not only the blessing but power to bless.  This lesson is at first sight so astounding 

as to seem incredible – it passes all understanding, and faith itself staggers at such 

promises. 

Let us reverently seek to take in the marvelous thought.  Faith in God so unites us to God 

that it passes beyond the privilege of asking to the power of commanding.  This language 

of Christ is not that of a request, however bold, but of fiat [authoritive and often arbitrary 

command].  God said, “Be light!”  And light was!  Such is the sublime announcement in 

Genesis.  And He says to His disciples, “Concerning the work of my hands, command ye 

me!”  

And so – marvelous fact!  The child of God laying hold by faith of the power of the 

Omnipotent One, issues his fiat, “Be thou removed!” “Be thou plucked up by the roots!” 

and it is so.  4 

 

Many of the teachings and writings of Kenneth E. Hagin, Kenneth Copeland, Charles Capps, Jerry Savelle, 

Fred Price, all leaders within the Word of Faith movement, along with those who truly adhere to their 

teachings, hold these exact words, or similar words, incorporated into their doctrinal beliefs.  Kenyon 

may be considered the “father” of the modern WOF movement, but the critics should take another look 

at WOF’s “grandfathers” and “great-grandfathers,” men who line the halls of fame of major seminaries 

of orthodox Christianity. 

 

Here we have concepts of faith, spoken by leading mainstream Christian theologians, the same of which 

the Word of Faith movement hears cries of heresy, their tenants considered by the critics to be too 

abstract and trite. 

                                                 
4 Lessons In The School of Prayer --  http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view= category&cid=158, also 

referenced in:  E.W. Kenyon and His Message of Faith, Joe McIntyre, Charisma House, 1997, p.249-250 

http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/
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Charles Pridgeon 

To those who are pleased to call themselves Pentecostal in faith, one might consider the writing of 

Charles H. Pridgeon.  Pridgeon, who received the Holy Spirit in the early days of the turn of the century 

Pentecostal revival, was also a Greek and Hebrew scholar.  He was a friend of A.B. Simpson, who is 

heralded in the theological hall of fame by mainstream Christianity.  Pridgeon established a Pentecostal 

church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at the turn of the twentieth century.  In his book, Faith and Prayer, in 

the chapter “The Law of Faith” he concluded: 

 

When we say, “law of faith,” it would be almost synonymous if we said, “force of faith.”  

Our thesis is: faith is a force.   

What is the dynamic of prayer, or the dynamic of the Christian life?  We would say, it is 

the law, or force, of faith.  The literal Greek in the passage in Mark 11:22 is, “Have God’s 

faith,” not your own faith, but God’s faith. 

It is the faith of God and His own impartation.  It is not a faith that believes a things is so  

just because you want to believe it is so; nor a faith that is not grounded properly upon 

the Word of God; but the faith that is the gift of God; that is inwrought by the living God; 

the faith that believes on the authority of God’s Word; and is wrought in the heart by the 

power of the Holy Ghost – the faith that “cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 

God.” 

It is uttered.  It “calleth those things which be not”… Many fail there; they will not say that 

they believe God.  The believe, but they will not say so… Get down before God, believe His 

promises and tell Him so; and the very act of telling God will increase your faith.  This 

makes invisible faith incarnate and puts a seal upon it.5 

 

In the same writing Pridgeon also stated: 

So many Christians have faith away down in their hearts, and do not dare to confess it.  

If you have the faith of a grain of mustard seed, you will be able to say unto the mountain, 

“Be removed,” or to the fig tree, “Be withered.”  Any mountain or difficulty will remove, 

no matter where it is placed, either in body, soul, or spirit.” 

                                                 
5 Faith and Prayer, C.H. Pridgeon, Pittsburgh, PA: The Pittsburgh Bible Institute, 1928, P. 18, 21,23,68 
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Our primary purpose of this chapter is to demonstrate that, whether one accepts or rejects the Word of 

Faith teachings, their theology comes from teachers within the mainstream Christian community, not in 

the metaphysical realms of the occult. 

The Faith of God (I) 

 

George Peck 

Concerning the ability to command in faith, we look at an outstanding book published by A.J. Gordon’s 

publishing company, Watchword Publishing.  The book is written by George B. Peck.  Peck, was an 

associate with A.B. Simpson, founder of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church.  George Bacheler 

Peck, (1834-1906) was also a prominent physician.  He often traveled with Simpson, assisting him in 

praying for the sick.   

 

In his book, Throne Life, or The Highest Christian Life, Peck writes: 

 

We are to inquire respecting the exhibition of throne-power by the mode of language.  Its 

modes of speech are two: the prayer of faith, and, in its highest energy, the command of 

faith… they had just witnessed the fig tree withered by a word of command.  Then again, 

the language literally is, “Have faith of God.”  That is as [Bible scholar John] Bengel 

remarks, “Such as those should have, who have God;” and such as our Lord Himself had 

just exercised…  

The privilege of commanding in faith is as fully accorded here to the possible experience 

of the apostles, as the privilege of praying in faith.  The promises as to the certainty of 

results to follow these utterances of faith, are equally definite.6 

 

John Gill 

John Gill (1697-1771) wrote this comment on Mark 11:22 in his book, John Gill’s Exposition of the Bible:   

 

                                                 
6 Throne-Life or The Highest Christian Life, George B. Peck, Watchword Publishing , p. 171-177 
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And Jesus answering, saith unto them… To all the disciples; for what Peter said, he said in 

the name of them all; and according to Matthew, the disciples said, "how soon is the fig 

tree withered away?" To which this is an answer; though the Arabic version renders it, "to 

him"; as if the words were directed particularly to Peter: have faith in God; or "the faith of 

God", so the Vulgate Latin, Syriac, Persic, and Ethiopic versions; that is, exercise, and make 

use of that faith which has God for its author, which is the work of God, and of his 

operation, a free grace gift of his; and which has God for its object; and is supported by his 

power, and encouraged by his goodness, truth, and faithfulness: and so the Arabic version 

renders it, "believe in God"; not only that such things may be done, as the drying up a fig 

tree, but those that are much greater.7 

 

This able scholar is proof that the interpretation, “have the faith of God,” did not originate in the modern 

day Word of Faith Movement. 

 

Adam Clarke 

Adam Clarke (1760-1832, quoted in many biblical expository dictionaries, is said to have read, studied, and 

mastered the Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Samaritan, Chaldee and Syriac versions of the scriptures, and most of 

the languages of western Europe. He renders Mark 11:22 in the same manner as Gill: 

 

Have faith in God, ecete pistin qeou, is a mere Hebraism: have the faith of God, i.e. have 

strong faith, or the strongest faith, for thus the Hebrews expressed the superlative 

degree.8 

Clarke went further to make this statement in another one of his writings: "Faith seems to put the almighty 

power of God into the hands of men; whereas unbelief appears to tie up even the hands of the Almighty." 

9  While critics are castigating the modern faith teachers for making such statements, Clarke was teaching 

                                                 
7 John Gill’s Exposition of the Bible, Paris, AR: The Baptist Standard Bearer, (The New John Gills Exposition of the Entire Bible 

Modernized, and adapted for the computer by Larry Pierce of Online Bible, Copyrighted, all rights reserved, Larry Pierce, 

Winterbourne, Ontario, available at Crosswalk.com) 

8 Clarke, Adam, Adam Clarke's Commentaries (Online version available at http://www.godrules.net) 

 

9 Clarke, Adam Christian Theology (New York, NY: Lane and Scott, 1851), Chapter Eight: Faith 
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these principles over a century and a half ago.  Yet, the WOF critics do not take on these famous 

theologians.   

 

A.B. Simpson, also stands in the hall of fame of mainstream Christianity’s biblical theology.  Dr. Charles 

Stanley, the famous pastor of First Baptist Church of Atlanta, Georgia, offers this in the biography of 

Simpson: 

 

Albert Benjamin Simpson was born on December 15, 1843, to parents of Scottish descent. 

He grew to be one of the most respected Christian figures in American evangelicalism.10 

 

A.B. Simpson wrote on the subject of “the faith of God,” in an article bearing that title.  He stated: 

 

This simple faith is a stupendous power, for it takes everything from God.  It is one of the 

two omnipotences to which “all things are possible.”  The other is God.  This faith, simple 

as it is, is divine too.  It comes from God and is the “faith of God” (Mark 11:22). 

…we may bring our faith up to the great and glorious standard of His mighty promises.  

His own mighty and proffered faith.  With such promises for faith to rest on, such 

performances to encourage it, such powers and possibilities presented to us, such awful 

need of it in the world today, and such a fountain from which to draw it, let us hear the 

Master saying to us as never before, “Have the faith of God.” 11 

 

An In-Depth Look at Confession 

 

The Assemblies of God, in their official stand on “confession,” as previously noted, also states that 

“confession” teachers rely on the English dictionary definition of “confession.”  “…their teaching relies on 

an English dictionary definition of the word confess: "to acknowledge, or to own; to acknowledge faith in." 

12 

                                                 
10 http://www.intouch.org/myintouch/mighty/portraits/ab_simpson_213600.html (Article entitled: A.B. Simpson, A Matter of Spiritual 

Vision by Charles Stanley) 

11 The Faith of God, A.B. Simpson, The Herald of His Coming, September, 1995, p. 3-4, and In Heavenly Places, p. 24 

12 http://www.ag.org/top/Beliefs/Position_Papers/pp_4183_confession.cfm 

http://www.intouch.org/myintouch/mighty/portraits/ab_simpson_213600.html
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Interestingly, after mistakenly chastising the WOF for relying on the English dictionary definition, they 

themselves do not fully complete their point, failing to establish the full biblical meaning of “confession” 

for themselves. 

 

Speaking personally, as a WOF teacher since 1974, I have no recollection of ever looking up that English 

dictionary definition, nor do I recall every hearing any of my teachers make reference to it. It causes me to 

wonder how I (we) could be using it, having never concentrated at all on it.   As a Bible teacher, it is 

normally my practice to go directly to the scriptures, relying on the dictionaries of the Greek and Hebrew, 

and accepted theological commentaries for word meanings. 

 

“Confession,” as defined in the New Testament usage is found in two separate forms of a 

Greek word: First is the word, ὁμολογέω  homologeō. 

Strong’s Concordance – ὁμολογέω  homologeō  hom-ol-og-eh'-o  From a compound of the 

base of G3674 and G3056; to assent, that is, covenant, acknowledge: - con- (pro-) fess, 

confession is made, give thanks, promise. 

Thayer Greek Dictionary renders it -- ὁμολογέω homologeō   om-ol-og-eh'-o  From a 

compound of the base of G3674 and G3056; to assent, that is, covenant, acknowledge: - 

con- (pro-) fess, confession is made, give thanks, promise. 

 

This use of the word ὁμολογέω is used in Romans 10:10:   

 

Rom 10:10 (Amplified Bible) For with the heart a person believes (adheres to, trusts in, 

and relies on Christ) and so is justified (declared righteous, acceptable to God), and with 

the mouth he confesses (declares openly and speaks out freely his faith) and confirms 

[his] salvation. 

 

It appears that this word, “confess,” denotes more than the mere “acknowledgment” of something.  It 

carries the stronger meaning of “mutual acknowledgment” on the order of “covenanting together.”  It is 

used in scripture exclusively in the sense of “confirming acceptance.” 
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The second form of the Greek word translated “confession,” is similar to the first, except that it doesn’t 

carry its same strength.  It is the Greek word, ὁμολογία  homologia.”  The difference is found at the end 

of the two words, “geo, έω” and “gia, ία.”  Here is the Greek definition of the latter: 

 

Strongs -- ὁμολογία  homologia hom-ol-og-ee'-ah -- From the same as G3670; acknowledgment: - con- 

(pro-) fession, professed. 

 

Thayers -- ὁμολογία homologia -- 1) profession, 1a) subjectively: whom we profess to be ours, 1b) 

objectively: profession [confession], i.e. what one professes [confesses]. 

 

Here are examples of the latter found in scripture: 

 

Heb 4:14  Inasmuch then as we have a great High Priest who has [already] ascended and 

passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession [of faith 

in Him]. Heb 10:23  So let us seize and hold fast and retain without wavering the hope we 

cherish and confess and our acknowledgement of it, for He who promised is reliable 

(sure) and faithful to His word. 

 

Interestingly, the second form, the one that the Word of Faith teachers use to express the need of the 

believer to “say what God’s Word says,” or to “acknowledge what we believe based on the promises,” is 

almost perfectly in line with the English definition disdained in the Assemblies of God statement.  As 

stated by them, that definition is: "to acknowledge, or to own; to acknowledge faith in."   Webster’s 

definition actually agrees with the Greek language of “homologia” in Hebrews 4:14; 10:23. 

 

While not discussed in the AG article, the real basis of the Word of Faith’s foundation for faith’s 

confession comes from apostle Paul: 

 

2 Corinthians 4:13 (Amplified Bible) Yet we have the same spirit of faith as he had who 

wrote, I have believed, and therefore have I spoken. We too believe, and therefore we 

speak. 
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The Message Translation renders that verse: 

 

2 Corinthians 4:13 We're not keeping this quiet, not on your life. Just like the psalmist who 

wrote, "I believed it, so I said it," we say what we believe. 

 

Word of Faith adherents believe in divine healing through Christ’s atonement.  They view the atonement 

as a fact of history, not a future promise.  Therefore, they insist on saying, “I am healed,” without regard 

to what they see, or feel, or personally think about it.  In believing God’s Word, they say what they 

believe!  As an act of patience (steadfast confidence and continued assurance), they repeatedly declare 

what they believe until it is manifested as an action of their faith. 

 

Here are E.W. Kenyon’s statements on the subject of “Right and Wrong Confessions:” 

For a long time I was confused over the fact that in my own life and in the lives of others 

there was a continual sense of defeat and failure.  I prayed for the sick.  I knew the Bible 

was true, and I searched diligently to find the leakage.  One day I saw Hebrews 4:14 that 

we are to hold fast to our confession.  I asked myself, “What confession am I to hold 

fast?” 

I am to hold fast to my confession of the absolute integrity of the Bible.  I am to hold fast 

to my confession of the redemptive work of Christ.  I am to hold fast to my confession of 

the new creation, of receiving the life and nature of God. 

I am to hold fast to the confession that God is the strength of my life. 

I am to hold fast to the confession that, surely He has borne my sicknesses and carried my 

diseases, and that by His stripes I am healed. 

I found it very difficult to hold fast to the confession of perfect healing when I had pain 

in my body. 

I made the discovery that I had been making two confessions.  I had been confessing the 

absolute truthfulness of the Word of God, and at the same time I was making a confession 

[in contradiction] that I was not healed. 
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If you had said, “Do you believe that by His stripes you are healed,” I would have said, 

“Yes, sir, I do….”  In reality I had two confessions: first, a confession of my perfect healing 

and Redemption in Christ, and second, that the Redemption and healing was not a fact. 

Then came the great battle to gain the mastery over my confession, until I learned to 

have but one confession. 

Faith holds fast to the confession of the Word.  Sense Knowledge holds fast to the 

confession of the physical evidences.  If I accept the physical evidence over against the 

Word of God, I nullify the Word as far as I am concerned. 

You are to hold fast to you confession in the face of apparent defeat.  You are to study the 

Word until you know what your rights are, and then hold fast to them.13 

Unfortunately, as has been previously shown, the Assemblies of God, in line with many modern 

denominational groups, do not believe that we have rights, only privileges, in Christ.  They do not see 

the strength of our covenant with God.  They feel that to have rights with God diminishes His 

sovereignty (dealt with in chapter 2). 

 

I believe the body of evidence shown herein, does not support the claims of McConnell and Hanegraaff 

to imply “heresy” to the teachings of the Word of Faith , nor that its past leaders (E.W. Kenyon, Kenneth 

E. Hagin) and present teachers in the movement (Kenneth Copeland, Charles Capps, Jerry Savelle or Fred 

Price) have any connections with the teachings of metaphysical or the later New Age philosophies.  As 

seen, the evidence clearly connects their views to credible Protestant Christian leaders, past and 

present. 

 

                                                 
13 Jesus The Healer, E.W. Kenyon, Kenyon’s Gospel Publishing Society, Thirteenth edition, 1968 excerpts from p. 92-94  
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C h a p t e r  2  

EXAMINING PREDOMINATE TEACHINGS WITHIN THE WORD OF FAITH  

The Foundation – The Sovereignty of God 

Many Word of Faith critics have never listened to the movement’s teachings.  Criticisms are taken from a 

particular word, phrase or group of phrases, out of context of the minister being quoted. 

It is important to note that Word of Faith ministers heavily identify with Smith Wigglesworth, a British 

Assemblies of God Evangelist, and his books. The controversy, however, surrounding the Word of Faith 

doctrines, seem to begin with the teachings of E.W. Kenyon, along with Kenneth E. Hagin, Sr. who, it 

appears, is considered to have borrowed much of Kenyon’s theology.   

Many feel, as demonstrated in the Assemblies of God statement on “confession,” that the WOF beliefs 

undermine the “sovereignty of God.” 

In 2005 I wrote the following in a book, The Anchor Holds.14  It reflects the WOF stand on the subject of 

God’s sovereignty:   

It may seem unthinkable to many believers, that the sovereign God might place Himself in 

a position, necessitating Him to grant a petition in prayer based solely on one of His 

promises.  It might appear to the casual believer that God would be taking Himself out of 

control, perhaps releasing Himself of some of His sovereignty…  

 

George Muller 

But what is the stand of the modern fathers of our faith?  During the 1800’s, there was a renewed 

emphasis on God’s sovereignty.   

 

George Muller, (1805-1898) 15was a remarkable man of faith.  He believed in faith and patience, a 

                                                 
14 The Anchor Holds, Don Pickney, Agree Publications, © 2005, All Rights Reserved, http://www.donpickneyministries.org/index.html 

15 http://www.mullers.org/cm/ 
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quality that has the ability to persevere without becoming dismayed.  Concerning one item for which he 

had prayed, he stated: 

 

“I myself have for twenty-nine years been waiting for an answer to prayer concerning a 

certain spiritual blessing. Day by day have I been enabled to continue in prayer for this 

blessing. At home and abroad, in this country and in foreign lands, in health and in 

sickness, however much occupied, I have been enabled, day by day, by God's help, to 

bring this matter before Him; and still I have not the full answer yet. Nevertheless, I look 

for it. I expect it confidently. The very fact that day after day, and year after year, for 

twenty-nine years, the Lord has enabled me to continue, patiently, believingly, to wait on 

Him for the blessing, still further encourages me to wait on; and so fully am I assured that 

God hears me about this matter, that I have often been enabled to praise Him beforehand 

for the full answer, which I shall ultimately receive to my prayers on this subject. Thus, 

you see, dear reader, that while I have hundreds, yes, thousands of answers, year by year, 

I have also, like yourself and other believers, the trial of faith concerning certain matters.” 

16 

 

Interestingly, Muller did not believe in getting a “no” in answer to prayer.  Otherwise he could not have 

written, “so fully am I assured that God hears me about this matter, that I have often been enabled to 

praise Him beforehand for the full answer, which I shall ultimately receive to my prayers on this 

subject.”  It stands to reason that if not getting what he requested was in Muller’s mind a “no,” then 

would he not have thus ceased to praise God for granting it for all of those years.  Muller recorded over 

£1,500,000 (British pounds)17 in funds (equivalent to over £75,000,000 today) received in his ministry as 

the results of “using his faith in prayer.”  He insists that God never once said “no” to his petitions.  

 

The promise is real.  You may find yourself questioning it, still, you can not take it out of God’s Word; 

you can not take away the truth of it by your unbelief.  Romans 3:3-4 Amplified Bible declares, “What if 

some did not believe and were without faith? Does their lack of faith and their faithlessness nullify and 

make ineffective and void the faithfulness of God and His fidelity [to His Word]?  (4)  By no means! Let 

                                                 
16 http://www.whatsaiththescripture.com/Voice/George.Mueller.of.Bristol/George.Mueller.Bristol.N.html      (Prayer) 

17 http://www.mullers.org/cm/general/127 (George Muller The Man) 

http://www.whatsaiththescripture.com/Voice/George.Mueller.of.Bristol/George.Mueller.Bristol.N.html
http://www.mullers.org/cm/general/127
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God be found true though every human being is false and a liar, as it is written, “That You may be 

justified and shown to be upright in what You say, and prevail when You are judged [by sinful men].”  

You have no choice but to deal with it in some manner as truth!  The fact that God is sovereign means 

that His Word is equally so. 

 

Can such a claim be justified in light of God’s sovereignty?  One mainstream Christian scholar whom we 

have already quoted, who spoke on the subject, is Charles Spurgeon.18  Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-

92) was England's best-known preacher for most of the second half of the nineteenth century. In 1854, 

just four years after his conversion, Spurgeon, then only 20, became pastor of London's famed New Park 

Street Church (formerly pastored by the famous Baptist theologian John Gill). The congregation quickly 

outgrew their building, moved to Exeter Hall, then to Surrey Music Hall. In these venues Spurgeon 

frequently preached to audiences numbering more than 10,000—all in the days before electronic 

amplification. In 1861 the congregation moved permanently to the newly constructed Metropolitan 

Tabernacle. 

 

Charles Spurgeon 

In his book, According To Promise, Spurgeon stated: 

 

“Before He pledged His word, He was free to do as it pleased Him; but after He has made 

promise, His truth and honor bind Him to do as He said.  To Him, indeed, this is no limiting 

of His liberty; for the promise is always the declaration of His sovereign will and good 

pleasure, and it is ever His delight to act according to His word.” 19 

 

The Deuteronomy 28 – Galatians 3:12-14 Revelation  

Redeemed From Sickness and Poverty 

 

Many mainstream Christian leaders teach that both sickness and healing; poverty and prosperity; are in 

God’s hands to use in dealing with His people.  Here is where the major conflict arises between the 

                                                 
18 http://www.spurgeon.org/aboutsp.htm 

19 According To Promise, Charles H. Spurgeon, London: Passmore and Alabaster, 1890; reprint, Grand Rapids, MI; Baker Book House, 

1964, p. 43 

http://www.spurgeon.org/s&tapr76.htm
http://www.spurgeon.org/s&tapr76.htm


 

WORD OF FAITH/PHILADELPHIA CHURCH  19 

Word of Faith and its critics.  The WOF teachers view the scriptures as teaching that sickness and 

poverty came as a result of Adam’s sin, and thus was dealt with in Christ’s atonement for sin, in a similar 

way that it was (temporarily) dealt with in the law of Moses.  

 

One of the primary purposes of the Old Testament law was to bring the consequence of [Adam’s] sin to 

bear, and to provide a relief from the curse of that sin through obedience to the law.20  It is the WOF 

conviction that one of the primary purposes of Christ’s atonement was to provide “a more permanent 

solution,” otherwise, the law would have offered at least one “better provision” than did Christ’s 

atonement.21   

 

Within the Old Testament law, was a document called, “The Blessing [of obedience] and The Curse [of 

disobedience] of the Law.”  This document had a two-fold purpose:  

(1) To reveal the curse of poverty and sickness (bringing to light and identifying the temporal 

consequence of Adam’s sin) if they (Israel) disobeyed God’s law 

(2) Provided relief from both poverty and sickness through obedience to God’s law   

 

First we see the curse of poverty: 

Deuteronomy Amplified Bible 28:15-20  But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your 

God, being watchful to do all His commandments and His statutes which I command you 

this day, then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you:  (16)  Cursed shall 

you be in the city and cursed shall you be in the field. (17)  Cursed shall be your basket and 

your kneading trough.  (18)  Cursed shall be the fruit of your body, of your land, of the  

                                                 
20

 Romans 5:20 Amplified Bible “But then Law came in, [only] to expand and increase the trespass [making it more apparent 

and exciting opposition]. But where sin increased and abounded, grace (God's unmerited favor) has surpassed it and increased the 

more and super-abounded.” 
 
 

21 The book of Hebrews shows the New Covenant provisions as “better.”  Hebrews (8:6) “established upon better promises,” (11:6) 

“for those who desired a better country,” (7:22) “became the surety of a better covenant,” (11:40) “providing some better things for 

us,” (10:34) “that we may have a better and enduring substance.” 
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increase of your cattle and the young of your sheep.  (19)  Cursed shall you be when you 

come in and cursed shall you be when you go out.  (20)  The Lord shall send you curses, 

confusion, and rebuke in every enterprise to which you set your hand, until you are 

destroyed, perishing quickly because of the evil of your doings by which you have forsaken 

me [Moses and God as one (38)  You shall carry much seed out into the field and shall 

gather little in, for the locust shall consume it. (39)  You shall plant vineyards and dress 

them but shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm shall eat 

them.  (40)  You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory but you shall not anoint 

yourselves with the oil, for your olive trees shall drop their fruit.  (42)  All your trees and 

the fruit of your ground shall the locust possess. (43)  The transient (stranger) among you 

shall mount up higher and higher above you, and you shall come down lower and lower.  

(44)  He shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to him; he shall be the head, and you shall 

be the tail.  (45)  All these curses shall come upon you and shall pursue you and overtake 

you till you are destroyed, because you do not obey the voice of the Lord your God, to 

keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded you.  (47)  Because you 

did not serve the Lord your God with joyfulness of [mind and] heart [in gratitude]  

for the abundance of all [with which He had blessed you],  (48)  Therefore you shall serve 

your enemies whom the Lord shall send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness 

and in want of all things; and He will put a yoke of iron upon your neck until He has 

destroyed you. 

 

Second, we the curse of sickness and disease: 

Deuteronomy 28:22  The LORD shall smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and 

with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with 

blasting, and with mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish.  (27)  The LORD 

will smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and 

with the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed.  (28)  The LORD shall smite thee with 

madness, and blindness, and astonishment of heart:  (29)  And thou shalt grope at 

noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and 

thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee.  (35)  The 

LORD shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs,  
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with a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy 

head.  (58)  If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this 

book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD;  (59)  

Then the LORD will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great 

plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance.  (60)  

Moreover He will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and 

they shall cleave unto thee.  (61)  Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not 

written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be 

destroyed. 

 

This decision on God’s part would serve as a “schoolmaster” 22 to reveal the consequence of Adam’s sin 

until Jesus fulfilled the cure in His atonement. 

 

Next we see the blessing of Israel’s obedience to the law.  First, God revealed to Israel the blessing of 

healing, including total freedom from all diseases, and related issues, i.e. miscarriages, childlessness, 

etc.: 

Exodus 15:26  Saying, If you will diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord your God and 

will do what is right in His sight, and will listen to and obey His commandments and keep 

all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases upon you which I brought upon the 

Egyptians, for I am the Lord [Jehovah Rapha] Who heals you. 

Exodus 23:25-26 You shall serve the Lord your God; He shall bless your bread and water, 

and I will take sickness from your midst.  (26)  None shall lose her young by miscarriage or 

be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of your days. 

 

Last, He reveals to them the relief from poverty, and the prosperity that obedience to the law would 

bring to them: 

                                                 
22 Gal 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 
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Deuteronomy 28:2-8  And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if 

thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.  (3)  Blessed shalt thou be in the 

city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field.  (4)  Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and 

the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks 

of thy sheep.  (5)  Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.  (6)  Blessed shalt thou be 

when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.  (7)  The LORD shall 

cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall 

come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways.  (8)  The LORD shall 

command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine 

hand unto; and He shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. (11)  

And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit 

of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy 

fathers to give thee.  (12)  The LORD shall open unto thee His good treasure, the heaven to 

give the rain unto thy land in His season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou 

shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow.  (13)  And the LORD shall make 

thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be 

beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I 

command thee this day, to observe and to do them. 

 

As shown, the Word of Faith, along with A.B. Simpson and many other believe that, while the law of 

Moses provided for relief from the temporal consequences of Adam’s sin, exclusive to Israel, Christ’s 

atonement carried that relief to all who would accept Him as Lord and Savior.  They believe that it is not 

just a coincidence that apostle Paul, in speaking of this relief given those who accept Christ, spoke both 

of the “curse of the law,” and of the “blessing of Abraham,” afforded Israel, and related it to the 

Christian believer in light of the Atonement of Christ. 

 

Galatians 3:13-16 Amplified Bible - Christ purchased our freedom [redeeming us] from the curse of the 

Law [and its condemnation] by [Himself] becoming a curse for us, for it is written [in the Scriptures], 

Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree (is crucified); [Deut. 21:23.]  (14)  To the end that through [their 

receiving] Christ Jesus, the blessing [promised] to Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, so that we 

through faith might [all] receive [the realization of] the promise of the [Holy] Spirit.  (16)  Now the 
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promises (covenants, agreements) were decreed and made to Abraham and his Seed (his Offspring, his 

Heir). He [God] does not say, And to seeds (descendants, heirs), as if referring to many persons, but, And 

to your Seed (your Descendant, your Heir), obviously referring to one individual, Who is [none other than] 

Christ (the Messiah).  

This collection of scriptures, to the Word of Faith, is a clear indication of God’s sovereign will with 

regards to poverty/prosperity and sickness/healing as they are included in the curse of the law.  It is in 

their view that apostle Paul expressed, once and for all, that in Christ’s atonement He has brought 

healing and prosperity into a realm of faith, and that through God’s “covenant of mercy” He released it 

from a realm of “discriminate mercies” (His sovereign hand); bringing it into the realm of petition, into 

the realm of rights afforded.  It is therefore their stand that any Christian believer is now free to openly 

embrace healing and prosperity at their will, and as they so desire in proportion to their faith in God’s 

promise. 

 

WOF’s critics seem to feel that this opens up a kind of “competition” to see who has faith and who 

doesn’t.  They also feel that it is somehow an affront to a believer if he is not able, or doesn’t 

appropriate faith in God promise.  The WOF believes that having faith in God is inherent in being a 

believer, and sees it as a matter of discipleship, of training, and learning how to cooperate with the laws 

of faith set forth through scriptural examples.23   

 

This does not mean that the believer is not to seek God’s will in terms of life’s choices.  The WOF 

strongly teaches principles of finding God’s plan and purpose for one’s life and walking therein.  But as 

life’s choices are revealed to us by the leading of God’s Spirit, we may expect the promise of health and 

prosperity to accompany us on God’s revealed pathway. 

 

The Promises – An Expression of God’s Sovereignty  

 

To the Word of Faith; to Muller, to Simpson, to Pierson, and others, all of these blessings are a product 

of God’s sovereign ability to choose for Himself, and that once He has chosen a path (in this case to 

                                                 
23 Matt 9:28, “Believe ye that I am able to do this?”  Mk 5:35, “Be not afraid, only believe.”  MK 9:23, “If thou canst believe, all things are 

possible to him that believeth.”  MK 11:23-24, “…believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass, he shall have whatsoever 

he saith…believe that ye receive them and ye shall have them.”  Matt 6:30, “O ye of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”  Matt 

8:26, “Why are ye fearful, o ye of little faith.”  Matt 9:2, “…and seeing their faith…”  Matt 9:22 “Daughter, thy faith hath made thee 

whole.”  Matt 9:29, “According to your faith, be it unto you.” 
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relieve the curse, and release the blessing), it is then sure for whoever will exercise faith.  The WOF 

believes the fact that God is sovereign, meaning that His promise is steadfast and sure (as no man may 

disannul the word of a sovereign), and that those who draw  

upon His promise may use that promise as an anchor for the instabilities of the soul (the mental, 

intellectual, and emotional responses).   

 

In my book, The Anchor Holds (also referenced on page 135), I state: 

 

Notice again how the Amplified Bible puts it, Heb 6:17-18, “(17) Accordingly God also, in 

His desire to show more convincingly and beyond doubt to those who were to inherit the 

promise the unchangeableness of His purpose and plan, intervened (mediated) with an 

oath. (18) This was so that, by two unchangeable things [His promise and His oath] in 

which it is impossible for God ever to prove false or deceive us, we who have fled [to Him] 

for refuge might have mighty indwelling strength and strong encouragement to grasp and 

hold fast the hope appointed for us and set before [us].” 

God provided two important ingredients for our faith through His oath.  “…both sure and steadfast.” 

 

Faith first has to “take hold” of the promise.  Next it has to “steadfastly hold on” to what it has 

believed.  To receive God’s promises, one must use both “faith” and “patience.” 

 

Thus we see that God’s oath gives us the ability to believe and continue believing without wavering.  

This is what Muller must have discovered as well in order for him to go so many years refusing to accept 

that the lack of manifestation of his believing meant that God’s answer was “No.” 

 

What the Word of Faith sees as an action of God’s sovereign power, their critics view as an attempt at 

wresting out of God’s hand that same sovereign ability.  To one, when a stand is taken on God’s promise 

it is a sign of trust in God’s sovereign Word and Promise, to the other it is a sign of being obstinate   

against His sovereign will. 

 

It is sad that, while the nations of the world constantly gather to discuss their differences, the Church 

builds walls through authorship of books and media, and attacks personality rather than substance of 

their differences.  The purpose of this thesis is to do the latter. 
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Scholars Speak Out On Miracles of the Last Days 

 

A.J. Gordon 

An indictment was brought against the critics of the Word of Faith’s position a century and a half ago by 

A.J. Gordon, the Brown University, Newton Theological Seminary graduate of 1863, and pastor of 

Boston’s Clarendon Street Baptist Church.  He wrote: 

 

…those who bore so hard upon the divine sovereignty as practically to deny man’s 

freedom to ask or expect miraculous healing.  More than this indeed, they seemed to 

have pushed the sovereignty of God into an iron fixedness, where even the Almighty is not 

at liberty to work miracles any longer, as though under bonds to restrain this office of His 

omnipotence since the apostolic age.24 

Almost as if presenting himself to face modern WOF critics, Gordon contends: 

 

Now it is well known that one of the loudest pretensions of spiritualism is the claim to 

effect miraculous healing. It declares that Christ wrought His cures through the agency 

of spirits, and that it can do the same. Hence the legion of "healing mediums," and the 

innumerable "lying wonders" by which their assumptions are enforced. 

It is very natural that decent Christians, in their recoil from such revolting wonder-

working, should take the position of stout denial of all miraculous interventions in 

modern times, and of any supernatural healing. But we believe this to be an unworthy 

and unfaithful attitude. It is as though Moses and Aaron had retreated in disgust before 

Jannes and Jambres, instead of pressing on with miracle upon miracle till they had 

compelled them to surrender to the Lord of hosts. It is as though Paul had been 

ashamed of the power of the Spirit that was in him when he met the "damsel possessed 

with a spirit of divination," and had renounced his miraculous gifts for fear of being 

identified with soothsayers and necromancers, instead of asserting his power as he did 

the more mightily, and saying to the evil spirit that possessed her, "I command thee in 

the name of the Lord Jesus to come out of her." 

                                                 
24 The Ministry of Healing, The Testimony of the Adversary,, A.J. Gordon, 214-215 (out of print) 
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It is a curious fact that in the New Testament Greek the term for sorcery is the same as 

that for drugs. For example, Rev. 22: 15 “Without are dogs and sorcerers" (pharmacists); 

and Gal. 6: 19., The works of the flesh are adultery, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 

witchcraft" (pharmacy). And when we think of the legion of medicine-men and 

medicine-women who prey upon the sick; the spiritualists and trance-doctors with their 

prescriptions dictated by the dead, who swarm into the sick-rooms of our afflicted 

humanity, as thick as the frogs of Egypt  

in the bed-chambers of Pharaoh, there seems to be a grim significance in the use of 

these words. 

To us this outbreak of Satanic empiricism would be a strong presumptive proof that 

somewhere the Lord is reviving among His people the gifts of Divine healing; and this 

constant presentation of the devil's counterfeit coin would lead us to search diligently for 

the genuine coin bearing Christ's own image and superscription. 

A thoughtful writer on this subject has called attention to the fact that the era of modern 

spiritualism covers almost exactly the era of the alleged revival of the gifts of healing. The 

most striking instances of professed miraculous cure in modern times happened, as we 

have shown elsewhere, about fifty years ago in Scotland and in England. The instances 

have increased and multiplied since, until today the number of devout, prayerful, 

evangelical Christians who claim to have been miraculously recovered is very large, and 

their names are sent up from every nation where the Gospel has been preached.25 

 

In the same book, Gordon expressed: 

 

To state the matter as it seems to us most probable, it may be that the adversary has seized as his 

most opportune occasion a time when a belief in the supernatural is at its lowest ebb in the 

Church, and when a denial of modern miracles is well nigh universal among the learned, and that 

in such a period he is putting forth the most signal displays of superhuman power in order to set 

his evil impress upon those who may be impressed by these things. Thus he is copying the Lord's 

                                                 
25 http://glorifyhisname.com/sys-tmpl/moh10/ (The Ministry of Healing, The Testimony of the Adversary) 

http://glorifyhisname.com/sys-tmpl/moh10/
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own method in using miracles as an evidential testimony, only with this end, to establish "the 

doctrines of devils;" and to convert people to the creed of the prince of darkness. But are we to 

turn against the witness of miracles because of this attempt to make it perjure itself in the interest 

of the evil one? Or, to reverse the hypothesis, and suppose that the evil one is the first to enter 

this field, then comes the question with equal force, whether because of his preoccupancy we 

should refuse to go into it, if God's Spirit leads the way. 

 

I find it interesting, in light of A.J. Gordon’s above statements, that the more ardent critics of the Word 

of Faith, those who cry “heresy,” use the same arguments that were being used by the lethargic 

Christian leaders of Gordon’s day.   

 

Again, Gordon, from the same book, as if prophetically reaching forth into this end-generation, quotes 

Theodore Christlieb.  Christlieb was University Preacher and Professor of Theology at the University of 

Bonn.   

 

Gordon writes: 

 

If Antichrist is about to make his mightiest and most malignant demonstration, ought not 

the Church, if the Lord will give her power, to confront him with sweet and gracious and 

humble displays of the Spirit's saving health? Here we believe Professor Christlieb [Dr. 

Theodore Christlieb] [See Cornell University Comments]26 speaks again with true scriptural 

wisdom when he says:  

"In the last epoch of the consummation of the Church she will again require for 

the final decisive struggle with the powers of darkness the miraculous 

interference of her risen Lord; and hence the Scriptures lead us to expect  

miracles once more for this period." "Modern Doubt and Christian Belief," 

p.332.27  

                                                 
26 http://cdl.library.cornell.edu/cgi-bin/moa/pageviewer?frames=1&coll=moa&view=50&root=%2Fmoa 
%2Fnwng%2Fnwng0033%2F&tif=00602.TIF&cite=http%3A%2F%2Fcdl.library.cornell.edu%2Fcgi-bin%2Fmoa%2Fmoa-

cgi%3Fnotisid%3DABQ0722-0033-74 
27 Modern Doubt and Christian Belief, Dr. Theodore Christlieb, Schribner, Armstrong & Co., NY: 1874 

http://cdl.library.cornell.edu/cgi-bin/moa/pageviewer?frames=1&coll=moa&view=50&root=%2Fmoa
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Meanwhile let us be careful that the adversary does not cheat us out of our birthright. If 

he has set his trademark on miracles, and is using them mightily in his traffic with simple 

souls; let us not make haste therefore to forfeit whatever right and title in them the Lord 

has bequeathed to us. 

 

Christlieb went on to say (p. 338) of his book, Modern Doubt and Christian Belief.:  

Because they think far too highly of our human wisdom, they have far too small 

conceptions of faith and of God’s power. 28 

 

The Position of E.W. Kenyon 

 

E.W Kenyon’s statement, “Have faith in your faith,” draws fire from almost all of the WOF critics.  Here 

is what he actually teaches on this subject. 

 “There is but one foundation for faith, the Living Word of God…You never think of your 

faith, you only think of the need and His [God’s] ability to meet it… Hope says, ‘I will get it 

sometime.’  Faith says, ‘I have it now.’  Mental Assent say, ‘It is beautiful.  I know I should 

have it.  For some reason I don’t get it.  I cannot understand it….’ Real Faith in the Word 

says, ‘If God says it, it is true… If He says I am strong, I am.  If He says I am healed, I am… 

Real faith is built on the Word… Faith in your own faith is…the Word [of God] living in 

you…when you dare to act on the Word of God and speak the Word, God will be in your 

words that you speak.... In the morning before you arise say, ‘I can do that because God is 

inside me. He will enable me to speak the Word.  He will enable me to walk in love 

because greater is love within me than jealousy and hatred around me…  

Just reckon on God inside of you…Plan your work with the consciousness of His ability in 

you to put it over.” 29 

                                                 
28 (Latin phrase) Lord Bacon truly says: “Animus ad amplitudinem mysteriorum pro modula ano dilatetur, non mysteria ad angustias 

animi constriugantur.” 
29 The Two Kinds of Faith, E.W. Kenyon, Seventh Edition, Kenyon’s Gospel Publishing Society, Pg 6-8,36- 
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It is important to point out that Kenyon’s critics have accused him of speaking in “metaphysical terms” 

when using the phrase “God is inside me…”  They claim he is speaking in “Universalist’s” terms.  But you 

will notice in the above referenced quote, how it differs from cultic terminology.   

 

Repeating what Kenyon says, “In the morning before you arise say, ‘I can do that because God is inside 

me.”  The metaphysical or new age cults might say the exact same words.  However, they would not be 

referring to help from some other entity, a deity greater than themselves, (as Kenyon’s statement 

reveals) because the metaphysical cults believe that they are a “god” unto themselves, believing that 

the power of universal god-like abilities innately dwell within them.   

 

Kenyon, on the other hand makes it clear where his ability is coming from:   

 

“He will enable me to speak the Word.”  Unlike the cults, Kenyon is not saying “I,” but 

rather “He.”  Who is the “He” that Kenyon is referencing?  It can’t be “Mother Earth,” a 

part of the religion of Universalists.  That would be “She.”  It is not the Goddesses of 

New Age, because that would not fit his “He.”  So, if we can find the “He” in Kenyon’s 

theology, then we can better determine the source of his doctrine.  His critics claim it is 

from metaphysical influences.  But, you would never find the following in any of their 

teachings.  

 

 Kenyon writes:  

 

Jesus!  The very Name has within it miracle working power, even to this day, though nearly two 

thousand years have rolled away… Jesus’ life was a miracle.  He made miracles common.  His 

death was a miracle.  His resurrection was a miracle. His appearances were miraculous.  His 

ascension was a staggering miracle.  But perhaps the most outstanding miracle of all of those 

wonder days was the event of Pentecost… A stream of miracles flowed from the hands of the 

apostles that upset Judaism and shook the Roman government to its foundation… The sick were 

healed, the dead were raised, demons were cast out by simply breathing that Name… Man craves 

a miracle working God today… Man wants the living God… the Bible is a miracle Book.  The love of 

the miraculous is not a mark of ignorance but rather an outreaching after the unseen God… 

Beginning with Abraham all of the major characters of Old Testament history were miracle 
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workers – or better, God wrought miracles through them… the thing that lifted Joseph from 

prison to the office of premier of Egypt was a miracle… Israel’s deliverance from Egypt’s bondage 

was by a series of miracles… The object of these miracles was to separate Israel from the dead 

gods of Egypt and bind them to the worship of the Living God of Abraham.30 

 

It is unmistakable who is the “He” in Kenyon’s earlier statement, “ In the morning before you arise say, ‘I 

can do that because God is inside me. He will enable me to speak the Word.”  Kenyon is consistent in all 

of his writings that the God he speaks of is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  There is definitely nothing heretical in those statements.   

 

Yet, without proving his accusations, according to Hank Hanegraaff, writing in behalf of Christian Research 

Institute, 31 “Essek William Kenyon, whose life and ministry were enormously impacted by such cults as 

Science of Mind, the Unity School of Christianity, Christian Science, and New Thought metaphysics, is the 

true father of the modern-day Faith movement.”  Hanegraaff wants you to make that assumption with 

him, however erroneous it may be because he apparently desires to use it to “demonize” Kenyon. 

 

At the risk of appearing redundant, I refer again to A.J. Gordon’s previous statement: 

 

Now it is well known that one of the loudest pretensions of spiritualism is the claim to 

effect miraculous healing. It declares that Christ wrought His cures through the agency 

of spirits, and that it can do the same. Hence the legion of "healing mediums," and the 

innumerable "lying wonders" by which their assumptions are enforced. 

It is very natural that decent Christians, in their recoil from such revolting wonder-

working, should take the position of stout denial of all miraculous interventions in modern 

times, and of any supernatural healing. But we believe this to be an unworthy and 

unfaithful attitude.32 

 

                                                 
30 The Wonderful Name of Jesus, E.W. Kenyon, Kenyon’s Gospel Publishing Society, 1964, Thirteenth edition, excerpts from p.22-24 

31 Christian Research Institute, PO Box 8500, Charlotte, NC 28271, Statement DC755-1, www.equip.org What’s Wrong With The Faith 

Movement, Part One 

32 http://glorifyhisname.com/sys-tmpl/moh10/ (The Ministry of Healing, The Testimony of the Adversary) 

http://glorifyhisname.com/sys-tmpl/moh10/
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Was E.W. Kenyon a proponent of Christian Science, New Thought or Unitarian Church philosophy?  Here in 

Kenyon’s own words: 

 

Every false religion is based upon some theory of incarnation.  Christian Science, 

Theosophy, New Thought, and Modern Unitarianism teach, consciously, or unconsciously, 

the incarnation of the human family, that is, they teach that every man has God in him.  If 

a man has God in him then he and God are in union, if united, incarnated.33 

 

Kenyon believed that the need for the “new birth”, being born-again, was necessitated by the very fact 

that opposed the main crux of the metaphysical religions of his day.  He did not believe that the human 

family was indwelt by God.  He believed that in the “new birth,” having accepted Jesus Christ as  

Lord, a new creation spirit is formed within the human form.  He believed that only then does one 

become “the temple” of God, that God, through His Word, and by the Holy Spirit indwells “born-again” 

believers.  While his controversial term sometimes used for this was “incarnation,” yet he used that 

term only in the sense of God indwelling us through having accepted Jesus Christ, and in no other sense.  

This is far from the accusations of any of Kenyon’s critics.  In his own defense, Kenyon writes: 

 

The Deity of the Man of Galilee is the crux of Christianity… If Jesus is not Deity, He is not 

Lord.  If He is not Lord, then He cannot interfere with our moral activities… If Jesus of 

Nazareth is not a revelation from God with Divine Authority, then He is but a man… to say 

He was but a good man is an insult.  To say that He was [merely] the highest expression of 

Deity in humanity is to throw the lie into His face.  Jesus is or He is not what He said He 

was…  I want to believe that He is an Incarnation.  I want to believe that He dealt with our 

sin problem.  I want to believe that He died for my sins and that He rose again for my 

justification.  I want to believe that He is seated at God’s right hand today as the 

Intercessor and Mediator of the human race.  I want to believe that what He said about 

heaven is true: “In my Father’s house are many mansions.  I go to prepare a place for you, 

and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself.” 34 

                                                 
33 E.W. Kenyon, “The Incarnation,” Reality, December 1911, p.49 

34 The Wonderful Name of Jesus, E.W. Kenyon, Kenyon’s Gospel Publishing Society, Thirteenth edition, 1964, excerpts from p. 13-14 
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You will notice, in the above quote, the vehemence of Kenyon in defending the traditional Christian view 

of the gospel. This soundly identifies Kenyon’s basic foundation to be within the very center of orthodox 

Christianity. 

 

We have proven, by quotes and references from both Kenyon and his true mentors, the background 

from which Kenyon drew his doctrinal views.  We have also proven, from his own words, his utter 

disdain for the metaphysical religions.   

 

It would be my desire to see McConnell and Hanegraaff, and others who have attempted to vilify the 

Word of Faith, to come clean as to their intent.  If it is, in fact a search for truth, then deal with the facts 

at hand as the core issue. 

 

It is easier to attack personalities than to attack doctrinal truth.  It seems to me to be academically 

inappropriate to attempt to expose heresy by “picking on” the “personal” weaknesses of a doctrinal 

proponent.  I would hope that McConnell and Hanegraaff would not consider discrediting the teachings 

of our Lord Jesus because one of His staff members, Judas, His treasurer, was a thief.35  Upon 

investigation, it might have been found that the money, intended to go to the poor, actually went into 

Judas’ pockets.  I am sure that the media of today would have had a great time with that situation, 

especially because Jesus had full knowledge of such, yet allowed him to remain on His staff.  He loved all 

of His disciples “to the end.” 

 

It is interesting that Jesus’ critics, when attempting to crucify Him, not unlike WOF critics, found ways to 

falsely attack His character and motivation.36  But the Word of God stands sure, day after day, dispensation 

after dispensation, upon its own merits, it remains steadfastly the same.  The fact that Kenneth Hagin or 

John Osteen, died preaching healing, does not change God’s Word concerning healing in Christ’s 

                                                 
35 John 12:4-6 

36
 Mar 14:57-58  And some stood up and were bearing false witness against Him, saying,  (58)  We heard Him say, I will destroy 

this temple (sanctuary) which is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, made without hands. 
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atonement.  These men both preached that they would die some day.  Their deaths are consistent with 

their confessions of faith.37 

 

In the Twelfth Chapter of Numbers, the Bible records an occurrence.  Moses married a Cushite woman, a 

heathen, although God forbade marriage with the heathen nations.  Miriam used this as an occasion 

against Moses, and called for his ousting as their leader.  Although God had given His Word (the Law) 

through Moses, that did not mean that Moses was perfect.  But God sided with Moses, not necessarily in 

his choice of a wife, rather, his leadership over Israel pastorally.38   

 

The lesson here:  You can’t prove “heresy” by pointing to weaknesses of a leader.  You can’t use personal 

life mistakes as evidence of unscriptural teachings.  Hang the messenger, if you must!  But don’t hang 

God’s message on the grounds of the messenger.   

 

Comparing Word of Faith Doctrines with Metaphysical Religions  

As previously shown, there is a vast difference between the Word of Faith and the metaphysical 

religions.  In this subchapter, I will attempt to categorically distinguish the preciseness of those 

differences.   

 

Gnosticism is a descriptive term used to identify a common belief among various religious movements 

and groups that likely originated in prehistory and became most active in the first few centuries AD.  The 

key to understanding the core belief of these movements is provided by the term “gnosis”, a Greek 

word expressing a type of understanding/consciousness gained through personal experience. It is 

through this type of transcendental experience that followers of gnostic belief systems ("Gnosticism") 

seek escape from ignorance.  It is from this basic root that all of the metaphysical religions seek to 

experience a “higher existence”  through meditation, harmonic conversions of nature, and other 

“seeker” type phenomena.   

                                                 
37 Hagin and Osteen both preached “death” as the means by which they believed they would go to be with the Lord.  Hagin stated, “I’m 

gonna live to be 70, and if I am not satisfied, I’ll go on to 80, if I’m not satisfied at 80, then I’ll live until I am ready, then I’ll go on to be 

with the Lord.”  Campmeeting, 1999, Wednesday, 7P.M. 

38
 Num 12:7 “ My servant Moses… who is faithful in all mine house.” 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AD
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnosis
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Psalmist David meditated in God’s Word, “it is my mediation all the day.”  God told Joshua to “meditate 

therein day and night” and He would make his way prosperous.  Paul instructed Timothy to “mediate on 

these [scriptural] things, give yourself wholly to them.”   

 

When the Word of Faith speaks of ‘Revelation Knowledge,” or “meditation,” it is speaking of it strictly 

from a biblical view.   

 

The WOF believes the metaphysical views to be Satan’s counterfeits.  Using terms that come as close as 

possible to biblical terms, the false religions attempt to draw the unsuspecting into their non-scriptural 

spiritual webs. 

 

The WOF teaching concerning “Revelation Knowledge” comes primarily from the apostle Paul’s writings: 

 

Ephesians 1:15-18  Amplified Bible - For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in 

the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints (the people of God),  (16)  I do not cease 

to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers.  (17)  [For I always pray to] 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, that He may grant you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation [of insight into mysteries and secrets] in the [deep and intimate] 

knowledge of Him,  (18)  By having the eyes of your heart flooded with light, so that you 

can know and understand the hope to which He has called you, and how rich is His 

glorious inheritance in the saints (His set-apart ones). 

 

Paul was praying for the Church, that as believers came to Christ, and expressed their faith in Him, their 

heart and mind would be able to receive the appropriate understanding, and that being not of their 

intellect, rather of the spirit: 1 Corinthians 2:13-14 Amplified Bible -  “And we are setting these truths 

forth in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the [Holy] Spirit, combining and interpreting 

spiritual truths with spiritual language [to those who possess the Holy Spirit].  (14)  But the natural, non-

spiritual man does not accept or welcome or admit into his heart the gifts and teachings and revelations 

of the Spirit of God, for they are folly (meaningless nonsense) to him; and he is incapable of knowing 

them [of progressively recognizing, understanding, and becoming better acquainted with them] because 

they are spiritually discerned and estimated and appreciated.” 
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To the Christian believer, this is imparted by the Holy Spirit through prayer to God and meditation in the 

written Word of God, the Bible.  Opposed to the Christian view, the metaphysical mind holds to a 

pantheistic idea that because God is in everything, everything is God, a statement used by McConnell in 

his “characterization” of the Word of Faith movement.  But the comparison does not hold true. 

 

In Jesus The Healer, Kenyon states: 

 

It is not mental as Christian Science and Unity, and other metaphysical teachers claim.  

Neither is it merely physical as the medical world teaches.  When God heals, He heals 

through the spirit.39 

 

Kenyon states: 

 

We know that man is a spirit.  He is in the same Class as God.  We know that God is a spirit 

and that He became a man and took on a man’s body, and when He did it He was no less 

God than He was before He took the physical body.  

We know that man, at death, leaves his physical body and is no less man than he was 

when he had a physical body. 

We know that man cannot know God through Sense Knowledge.  God is only revealed to 

man through the spirit.  It is the spirit of man that contacts God.   

We know that spiritual things are just as real as material things.   

God is just as real a person as though He had a physical body. Jesus, with His physical body 

now in Heaven, is no more real than the Holy Spirit or the Father. 

The real man is spirit.  He has a body and a soul.  The soul contacts the intellectual realm, 

the physical body contacts the physical realm, and the spirit, the spiritual realm.   

The Holy Spirit does not communicate directly with our minds, but He must communicate 

with our spirit which reaches and influences our intellectual processes.40 

                                                 
39 Jesus The Healer, E.W. Kenyon p. 90 
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One lasting statement of Kenyon that reverberates throughout the Word of Faith movement is, “Man is 

a spirit, he possesses a soul, and he lives in a body.”  Kenneth Copeland enjoys the Kenyon expression 

concerning the physical body: “It is our earth-suit.” 

 

Kenyon was heavily influenced by his mentors.  Before Kenyon began using the language of his teaching, 

A.T. Pierson, a man of great credentials, and one of Kenyon’s mentors wrote: 

 

The soul is the natural man, that does not see or know the things of God, and the spirit is 

the highest part of man, capable of direct communication with God, enlightened and 

illuminated by the  

Holy Spirit…The topmost story, the spirit, the highest of all, is alone capable of direct 

knowledge of God, and in intimate communion and fellowship with Him.  The soul seems 

to be that part of man’s complex being which may thus derive its information with regard 

to the world without, through the senses; or of higher truth, through the intuitions of the 

spirit, which gets its knowledge not through the body or soul only, but through intuition 

and direct revelation from God.41 

 

A.B. Simpson, whose direct influence on Kenyon we have also already established, is quoted: 

 

It [the human spirit] is that in us which knows God, which directly and immediately is 

conscious of His voice, beholding His glory, receiving intuitively the impression of His 

touch and conviction of His will, understanding and worshipping His character and 

attributes, speaking to Him in the spirit and language of prayer and praise and heavenly 

communion.  It is that which resembles God, the new man created in righteousness and 

true holiness after His image.42 

 

                                                                                                                                                             
40 The Two Kinds of Faith, E.W. Kenyon, excerpts from p. 46-48 

41 The Scriptures:: God’s Living Oracles, A.T. Pierson, Baker and Taylor, 1904; New York: Fleming H. Revell, 1913, excerpts from P. 

217-218 

42 Wholly Sanctified, A.B. Simpson, 1890; reprint, Harrisburg, PA: Christian Publications, 1925, excerpts from p. 28-29 
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These concepts are identical to the teachings of the Word of Faith movement, and it would appear that 

the WOF stands in good company, certainly not worthy of being judged as being heretical. 

 

In his book, E.W. Kenyon and His Message of Faith, Joe McIntyre points out the following: 

The metaphysical cults point to the spirit realm as the realm of perfection.  Christian 

Science teaches the perfection of the spirit realm and denies the existence of matter 

altogether, while Unity (which is for the most part the heir of New Thought teachings) 

doesn’t deny matter but clings to the concept of a perfect Universal Mind.  

Metaphysical teachers maintain that the spiritual realm governs the physical and that 

sickness is either an “error of mortal mind,” (in Christian Science sickness is not considered 

real) or the result of wrong thinking (in Unity and New Thought sickness is considered real 

but its source is not physical).  43 

 

Comparing Meditation in the WOF to New Age Philosophy 

 

Meditation (Encarta Dictionary) - the emptying of the mind of thoughts, or 

concentration of the mind on just one thing, in order to aid mental or spiritual 

development, contemplation, or relaxation; pondering of something; the act of thinking 

about something deeply and carefully, or an instance of such thinking. 

 

Strongs Hebrew Dictionary –   הגה hâgâh haw-gaw' - A primitive  root (compare H1901); 

to murmur (in pleasure or anger); by implication to ponder: - imagine, meditate, mourn, 

mutter, roar, X sore, speak, study, talk, utter. 

 

A.T. Pierson had much to say on this subject as well.  Kenyon, and the Word of Faith movement 

necessarily use the same terminology, and project it into their teaching.  Pierson wrote: 

 

                                                 
43 E.W. Kenyon and His Message of Faith, Joe McIntyre, Charisma House, 1996, p. 190 



 

WORD OF FAITH/PHILADELPHIA CHURCH  38 

When a devout disciple takes God’s Word in his hands, for studious and thoughtful 

meditation, he naturally lifts his heart to Him who alone can unveil the eyes of his 

understanding to behold wondrous things out of His law.  As he reads and searches, 

meditating therein, the same Spirit who first inspired the Word, illumines his mind.  New 

light is thrown upon the sacred page, so that what was obscure or hidden, becomes visible 

and legible; and new clearness of sight and insight is given to the spiritual organ of vision, 

so that it becomes more capable of seeing, more keen-sighted and far-sighted.   

To meditate on God’s words introduces us to the secret chamber of God’s thoughts, and 

imparts insight into God’s character. This is one of the closed mysteries, a stumbling-

block of mysticism, or the foolishness of fanaticism, to the unbelieving; but to him whose 

experience has been enriched by it, an open mystery, a fact as indisputable as anything in 

the realm of matter.44 

It is clear that many of the WOF critics also view meditation as “mysticism, or the foolishness of 

fanaticism.” 

 

Referring again to another that we have already established as one of Kenyon’s mentors, is Henry C. 

Mabie: 

 

No man ever touches reality by exercising speculative understanding merely.  Such a 

position stands outside the truth; one merely patronizes it; he cannot grasp it until he has 

personally surrendered to its authority, and is held captive by it.  The words with which 

John concludes the epistle truly rendered read thus, “And we know that the Son of God 

has come, and has given us insight – a through-knowledge – that we may understand Him 

that is real, and we are in Him that is real, even in His Son Jesus Christ; this is the real God 

and eternal life.”  To know thus, is to stand in an entirely different realm from that 

occupied by mere dogmatic opinion.45 

 

                                                 
44 Lesson in the school of prayer, A.T. Pierson, New York: H.M. Caldwell Co. Publishers, 1895, excerpts from p. 31-35 

45 Meaning and Message, H.C. Mabie, p.183-185 
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We have already established from the more ancient Christian leaders writings that Satan would not just 

“lay down and die” when it comes to mimicking (or counterfeiting) God’s plan.  It is Satan’s idea to get 

as close as possible to truth, but with the insertion of one or more fabrications.  In looking for Satan’s 

counterfeit, one must look for that which draws humanity away from the worship of the very personal 

Jehovah, Almighty God. 

 

None of the metaphysical religions preach a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. They unanimously 

fail to point to His atonement, His sacrificial death, His physical resurrection, or His blood sprinkled in 

Heaven.  Prayer to them is “meditation within themselves.”  “Spiritual” may mean looking at the beauty 

of nature, feeling “harmony” with the universe, or witnessing a very sublime experience.  But never is a 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ, or the Father, God essential to the Universalists and New Age 

cults.   

 

The Force of Faith (II) 

A.B. Simpson publicly taught that Faith is a “force of God” in the same manner as is seen in the Word of 

Faith teachings.  This is another matter of contention with the WOF critics.  Here are quotes from 

various Simpson books, necessary to get a foundational overview of his belief on this subject: 

 

Our Faith itself is nothing but simply taking His free gift of grace.  Thus come and claim His 

promise; and having done so, believe according to His Word that you have received it. 

Be careful not to begin to watch the result or look at the symptoms, or see if you stand.  

You must ignore all symptoms, and see only Him there before you, almighty to sustain you 

and save you from falling. 

Be prepared for trials of faith.  Do not look always for the immediate removal of the 

symptoms.  Do not think of them.  Simply ignore them and press forward, claiming the 

reality behind all symptoms.  Be the symptoms what they may, we must steadily believe 

that back of all symptoms God is working out His own great restoration.131 
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The Faith of God (II) 

 

But He [God] does say, "Have the faith of God." God's faith is all-sufficient, and you can 

have it and use it. You can take Christ for your faith as you took Him for your justification, 

for your victories over temptation, for your sanctification. You may then rest in the 

assurance that your faith has not failed to meet the demands of the promise, for it has 

been Christ's own faith.46 

Simpson continues, Faith is an actual spiritual force. It is no doubt one of the attributes of 

God Himself.47 

 

We are addressing McConnell’s and Hanegraaff’s “polemic” question, “Did the teaching on the “force of 

faith,” aka possessing “the faith of God,” originate with E.W. Kenyon and the Word of Faith movement? 

 

Again, we will address it, not from within the circles of the Word of Faith movement, but rather, from 

mainstream Christian leaders of the past. 

 

T.M. Anderson 

Dr. T.M. Anderson [Tony Marshall Anderson (1888– 1979)] was a Nazarene  

evangelist, writer, and teacher well-known throughout the holiness movement.  In 1929, in his book, 

Prayer Availeth Much, Dr. Anderson wrote: 

 

"... Have faith in God." The remarkable discourse following His opening words reveals the 

fundamental fact relating to the prayer of faith. Our Lord would have us see that we can possess 

the faith of God. He revealed this fact when He said, "Have faith in God." It would be utterly 

impossible to believe that those things which we say in prayer shall come to pass unless we had an 

                                                 

46
 Simpson, A.B. The Gospel of Healing (Harrisburg, PA: Christian Publications, 1986) excerpts from p. 65, 89-93 

 

47 Simpson, A.B. A Larger Christian Life (Harrisburg, PA: Christian Publications, 1979) p. 13 
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implicit faith in God. When Jesus said, ''... Have faith in God," He revealed the Source of the 

priceless possession of the faith which enables us to pray without a doubt in our hearts. 

 

 His admonition to have faith in God implies that all men have an inherent faith derived 

from God when He created the first man in His own image. The quality of inherited faith 

was not destroyed in the fall although it was greatly impaired as a result of disobedience. 

Jesus disclosed the amazing fact that we can possess a measure of the faith which 

Almighty God possesses in His own Divine Nature. This fact should not seem incredible 

since it is true that God did impart a measure of His own faith to man at the beginning of 

creation.  We do not hesitate to accept the fact that God imparts a measure of His life and 

love to His redeemed people. Surely it is not impossible for Him to impart a sufficient 

measure of His faith to His people to sustain them in life in this world of doubt and 

disbelief. If His people are not able to accomplish His works in the world because of the 

littleness of their faith, there is no valid reason to doubt that He can and will increase their 

measure of achieving faith. When the disciples said, "... Lord, Increase our faith," we have 

reasons to believe that He granted their request.48 

 

 

Elmer Shelhamer 

Elmer Ellsworth Shelhamer (1869-1940) was an American, an evangelist with the Free Methodists in the 

latter 19th and early 20th centuries. He wrote many practical and forceful tracts and pamphlets and also 

a few books.  In his 1932 book, Prevailing Prayer and Its Results, He wrote: 

 

This faith is definitely named, "The Faith of God,"… margin, Mark 11:22. Now the faith of God is 

the faith which belongs to Him as God. It is His personal faith. It is the faith which He has in 

Himself, and in these three particulars: first, in His own integrity; second, in His own competency; 

and, third, in His own plans. It is the utter sensibility which He has of His own honesty, power, 

and wisdom. Or, again, it is His trust and dependency upon Himself alone. Precisely what faith is 

to us, it first is to Him -- "the evidence of things not seen" -- not seen as things not yet actually 

accomplished. The Faith of God is also named the "Spirit of Faith." 2 Cor. 4:13. God constantly 

                                                 
48 Anderson, Tony Marshall Prayer Availeth Much (Circleville, Ohio: The Advocate Publishing House) First printing 1929, Non-

copyrighted material  
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brings His personal faith into His personal works, and without it He [God] would fail at every step. 

"Through faith we understand that the worlds," or ages, "were framed." Heb. 11:3.  

Our spirit is filled with the Spirit of Faith, and the two are in communion; so that the 

victory resulting is as personal to us as it is to God. This faith never jumps at conclusions; 

to jump is to fall into the ditch, with no landing beyond; it is presumption, and not faith. 

The core of effective prayer is the Faith of God 49 

 

The Word of Faith on Sensory Denial 

 

Kenneth E. Hagin in his book, The Real Faith, describes faith in the same manner as his forefathers of the 

faith: 

 

Real faith in God – heart faith – believes the Word of God regardless of what the physical 

evidences may be. 

A person seeking healing should look to God’s Word… 

I said, “According to God’s Word, I am healed.” 50 

 

 

Later on the same page The Real Faith, in his writing, Hagin also quotes Smith Wigglesworth, the famed 

Assemblies of God evangelist (McConnell and Hanegraaff consistently insist that WOF mentors are 

Christian Science, New Thought, Unity, or New Age philosophies) 51 in the following: 

 

Smith Wigglesworth made the statement, “I am not moved by what I see.  I am not moved 

by what I feel.  I am moved by what I believe.” …Too many people give the Word of God 

second place in their lives… 

                                                 
49 Elmer Ellsworth Shelhamer, Prevailing Prayer and Its Results (Cincinnati, Ohio: Gob's Bible School and Revivalist, 1932) Non-

copyrighted material 

50 The Real Faith, Kenneth E. Hagin, uncopyrighted book, p. 13, printed 1974, Kenneth Hagin Ministries 

51 A Different Gospel, D.R. McConnell, p. 118,123 
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Interestingly, Gloria Copeland 52reflects Smith Wigglesworth when she coined the expression, “Put the 

word of God first place.” 

 

Neither Hagin nor Wigglesworth taught what the metaphysical religions teach about “sensory denial.”  

For example, Christian Science denies the reality of sickness, whereas WOF teaches that healing is a part 

of Christ’s finished work, and thus may be appropriated through faith in God’s Word.  Hagin and 

Wigglesworth were simply saying that you could believe you receive when you pray (Mark 11:24), and 

then a period of time elapse before the manifestation might appear.   

 

Abraham, the primary mentor of our faith (Romans 4:16), had to endure a lengthy period (after 

accepting God’s promise) before seeing the manifestation of his faith.  There was a sequence of lessons 

which Abraham had to learn prior to seeing the manifestation of his faith. 

 

Follow this scenario closely: 

God made promise to Abram of a son 

Abram believed God but had no manifestation for 24 years 

Abram means: “High Father” – Perhaps an Elder (yet childless) 

God changes his name (and his confession) – “I am Father of a multitude” 

Shortly thereafter Abraham received instructions to action 

Abraham received the manifestation of the promised son, Isaac 

 

A very important lesson may be learned from the changing of Abraham’s name relative to seeing his 

manifestation, and the wisdom (to act) that followed bringing it into the sensory realm.  Kenyon taught: 

 

                                                 
52 http://www.kcm.org/studycenter/articles/holyspirit/walking_into_your_destiny.php 
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Hope says, “I will get it sometime.”  Faith says, “I have it now.”  Mental Assent says, “it is 

beautiful.  I know I should have it.  For  

some reason I don’t get it.  I cannot understand it.” 

Real faith in the Word [of God] says, “If God says it is true, it is.  If He says that , ‘By His 

stripes I am healed,’ I am.  If He says that God shall supply every need of mine, He will do 

it.  If God says He is the strength of my life, He is.  So I go about doing my work because He 

is what He says He is, and I am what He says I am.” 53 

 

When God changed Abraham’s name, He changed what Abraham was confessing regarding himself and 

his childless situation.54 It is interesting that it  

only took a minor change in what he was saying to produce a great result of his believing. 

 

Abram  אברם  literally signifies a high or exalted father. Ab-ra-ham  אברהם differs from the 

preceding only in one Hebrew letter; it has  ה  added before the last radical.   

 

Abraham’s “confession,” what he was acknowledging was what his earthly father called him, it was 

necessary that he change his “confession” to what his Heavenly Father was saying about him.  It was 

such an easy and simple change in what Abraham was “calling” himself, in what was his “confession.”   

The WOF position is very similar regarding the “confession of faith” of the believer.   

 

It is the difference of saying, “I am,” instead of saying, “I hope.”  “I really believe God is going to heal 

me.”  “I believe I am healed.”  Much like the addition of that one Hebrew letter, you can see the minor 

change that so much difference.  The WOF sees this as being the same distinction in the change that 

God required of Abraham.   

 

 

                                                 
53 The Two Kinds of Faith, E.W. Kenyon, Kenyon’s Gospel Publishing Society, 1969, Seventh edition, p.7-8 

54
 Genesis 17:5  Nor shall your name any longer be Abram [high, exalted father]; but your name shall be Abraham [father of a 

multitude], for I have made you the father of many nations. 
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The Word of Faith and Hope 

 

The WOF movement uses the expression:  “Hope looks for it, Faith possesses.”  The difference to the 

WOF comes from finding the promise (contextually accurate) in God’s Word.  It is not some blind fling of 

faith out of a raw sense of desire without regard to God’s plan and purpose.  It is a keen sense of what 

God was doing in Christ Jesus in His atonement.  It is a recognition that, in Christ, by accepting Him as 

our Lord and Savior, through the New Birth, we have these “exceeding great and precious promises, and 

have “become partakers of His Divine Nature.”55 

 

None of the modern metaphysical religions give any credence to any special “force of faith” stemming 

from believing the Bible as God’s Word, or going for help to God as sovereign deity.  They show no 

special respect to the worship of Christ.  Prayer to them is “inner reflection” rather than an “action of  

petition to Almighty God.” 

 

The Faith-Cure movement of the mid to late 1880’s, which was similar in many ways to the Word of 

Faith movement of today, was finding great success in receiving healings by faith in God’s Word.  Shortly 

after the founding of the Faith-Cure movement there arose the metaphysical religious movements, i.e. 

Christian Science, New Thought, and Unity groups. 

 

When Mary Baker Eddy, founder of Christian Science, was questioned regarding the greater success of 

healing in the Faith-Cure teachings, she responded: 

 

It is often asked, “Why are faith-cures sometimes more speedy than some of the cures 

wrought through the Christian Scientist?”   

Because faith is belief and not understanding; and it is easier to believe, than to 

understand spiritual truth.  It demands less cross-bearing, self-renunciation, and divine 

Science to admit the claims of the corporeal senses and appeal to God for relief through a 

humanized conception of His power, than to deny these claims and learn the divine way.56 

                                                 
55 2 Peter 1:1-4 

56 Retrospection and Introspection, Mary Baker Eddy, 1891; reprint, Boston, MA: Trustees Under the Will of Mary Baker G. Eddy, 1920, 

p. 54 
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I find it interesting that while the WOF critics insist on a connection between the metaphysical religions 

and Word of Faith movement, they have always been diametrically opposite, the one to the other.  Not 

only are there not similarities from which one side could mentor the other, but they have always 

“publicly” taken strong stands against each other.  This is true from the foundational days of Kenyon, 

Wigglesworth, Simpson and others.  Christian Science, New Thought, Unity, and New Age philosophy, 

right up to the present day, are arrayed against the WOF, while WOF teachers continue to be outspoken 

against metaphysical views.  

 

Here is the paradox – (1) On the one hand, critics state that the WOF are outgrowths of metaphysical 

teachings, who do not believe in a personal relationship with Almighty God, (2) then on the other hand 

they state the WOF is flawed, because in their personal relationship with God, they expect Him to 

respond to their every request of faith with a “Yes!” Here is yet another paradox – metaphysical 

teachings do not take the Bible as their primary source of inspiration, yet throughout the WOF the only 

source quoted is the Bible.  Critics complain that the WOF takes the scriptures too literally.  Which is it?  

Is the WOF “guilty” of a metaphysical view of “no special biblical inspiration,” or “too much expectancy” 

from the Bible?   

 

The Baptist Confession of Faith 

 

The WOF’s perspective of faith is totally consistent with the Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689, given 

under the influence of Charles Spurgeon.  Concerning “saving faith,” it states: 

 

By this faith a Christian believes to be true whatever is revealed in the Word because this Word 

has the authority of God Himself. Also, by this saving faith, a Christian apprehends an excellency 

in the Word which is higher than in all other writings and everything else in the world, because the 

Word shows forth the glory of God, revealing His attributes, showing the excellency of Christ's 

nature and offices, and also the power and fullness of the Holy Spirit in His workings and 

operations.  So the Christian is enabled to cast his soul upon the Truth he has believed, and to 

see and respond to the different kinds of teaching which different passages of Scripture contain. 
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Saving faith equips him to perceive and obey the commands, hear the threatenings with fear and 

respect, and to embrace the promises of God for this life and the life to come.57 

 

Scholars on the Four Building Blocks of “Faith’s Confession” 

 

Confession was dealt with earlier specific to the Assemblies of God denominational official statement.  

That section also dealt with various definitions. 

 

To the Word of Faith movement, faith’s confession is “saying what God says,” or “speaking about your 

circumstances in light of what God’s Word says.”  The WOF views “confession” as more than just saying 

what God’s Word says, more than a mere quoting of scriptures.   

 

First Building Block of Confession 

Faith’s Confession is: 

 Taking a stand on God’s Word 

 Declaring your faith in God’s promise 

Calling those things that be not as thought they were (based on the promise of God’s written Word)   

 

The WOF view on confession in this light, with the greater intensity emphasized , separates them from 

most “mainstream Christian” denominational views on this subject.   

 

The scriptural foundation for the WOF doctrine of faith’s confession, is found in their interpretation of 

numerous biblical passages.  Perhaps the most primary of all passages is:  

 

Romans 10:9-10 Because if you acknowledge and confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and in 

your heart believe (adhere to, trust in, and rely on the truth) that God raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved.  (10)  For with the heart a person believes (adheres to, trusts in, and relies on 

                                                 
57 http://www.spurgeon.org/~phil/creeds/bcof.htm#part14 
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Christ) and so is justified (declared righteous, acceptable to God), and with the mouth he 

confesses (declares openly and speaks out freely his faith) and confirms [his] salvation. 

 

Here the scriptures point out: specifically that man may declare openly and speak(s) out freely his 

faith.”  The WOF concurs, one must “and in your heart believe (adhere to, trust in, and rely on the 

truth).” 

 

Second Building Block of Confession 

Building upon the revelation of that portion of Romans 10:9-10, the WOF moves to the second building 

block of their doctrine: 

 

2 Corinthians 4:13 Yet we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, I have 

believed, and therefore have I spoken. We too believe, and therefore we speak. 

 

It is the WOF intent that this is not speaking just of “salvation” as it is a quote of the Psalms.  They 

believe that many scriptures point out the basic Christian principle that requires faith to be released in 

faith’s confession. 

 

George Watson 

George Douglas Watson, (1845-1923)a recommended author at Wesley Center of Applied Theology, 

Northwest Nazarene University,58in his book, Love Abounding (1899) writes on the subject of 2 

Corinthians 4:13:  

They do not know enough about the Bible to know that any faith that does not grow and 

that does not mature to the degree of confession is a lie and a cheat and a fraud.  God 

never has…taken the trouble to pay any attention to faith that did not express itself.  

Dumb faith, say-nothing faith, cowardly faith, does not have the respect of God or angels, 

and the Bible never mentions that kind of faith… God mentions only that kind of faith that 

comes to the point of a grand, stalwart testimony.  David says, “I believe and therefore I 

have spoken.”  And St. Paul quotes him and says, “We believe and therefore speak.”  

                                                 
58 http://wesley.nnu.edu/wesleyan_theology/theojrnl/26-30/29-07.htm 
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Why? Why that “therefore?”  Because genuine faith and an expression of that faith are 

absolutely essential to the existence of each other… your faith is not perfect until that 

faith comes out of your mouth.59 

 

In another book by Watson, White Robes (1883), we have another dissertation on 2 Corinthians 4:13: 

 

The two acts of heart-faith and mouth-confession are so  enjoined in the Bible, they are 

woven together in such multiplied forms of expression, that no ordinary Bible student can 

doubt that they sustain an inherent and essential relation to each other.  An inner faith 

and an audible confession are the two wings of religious life.   

God has in infinite wisdom ordained them both as conditions of His blessing.  Faith in the 

heart is the condition by which we obtain the fact of God’s blessing, and confession with 

the mouth is the condition by which we obtain the experience of God’s blessing… Heart-

faith and mouth-confession are twin-born of the Holy Ghost, and that which the Spirit 

has joined together, we dare not put asunder.60 

 

Hannah Whitall Smith 

Hannah Whithall Smith, whose book, The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life, was distributed by Billy 

Graham Association in Graham’s Crusades, has a passage that also speaks to the issue of faith’s 

confession: 

 

You will find it a great help to put your reckoning into words, and say over and over to 

yourself and to your God, “Lord, I am Thine; I do yield myself up entirely to Thee, and I 

believe that Thou dids’t take me.  I leave myself with Thee….”  Make this a daily, definite 

act of your will, and many times a day recur to it as being your continual attitude before 

the Lord.  Confess it to yourself.  Confess it to your God.  Confess it to your friends.61   

                                                 
59 Love Abounding, George D. Watson, 1900; reprint, Salem, OH: Schmul Publishing, 1988, from p. 146- 

60 White Robes, George D. Watson, 1883, reprint, Stoke-on-Trent, England: Harvey and Tait UK, 1989, p. 58 

61 The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life, Hannah Whithall Smith, 1888; reprint, NY: Fleming H. Revell, 1916, p. 67-68, reprinted 

Random House, Ballentine Books, 1986 



 

WORD OF FAITH/PHILADELPHIA CHURCH  50 

Smith wrote several books, including The God of All Comfort, (Moody Press) in which she wrote: 

 

The secret of all successful warfare lies in this shout of faith.  It is a secret 

incomprehensible to those who know nothing of the unseen divine power that waits on 

the demand of faith; a secret that must seem, to those who do not understand it, the 

height of folly and imprudence. 

 

(Perhaps this explains the heavy persecution of WOF critics – “a secret that must seem, to those who do 

not understand it, the height of folly and imprudence.”  

 

 Smith continues: 

 

It may sometimes seem so impossible that the Lord can or does save, that the words will 

not say themselves inside, but have to be said aloud, forcing one’s lips to utter them 

over and over, shutting one’s eyes, and closing one’s ears against ever suggestion of 

doubt no matter how plausible it may seem.  These declarations of faith often seem 

untrue at first, so apparently real are the seen reasons for doubt and discouragement.  

But the unseen facts are truer than the seen, and if the faith that lays hold of them is 

steadfastly persisted in, they never fail in the end to prove themselves to be the very 

truth of God.62 

 

Third Building Block of Confession 

The third building block in the WOF doctrine of faith’s confession, is found in the next scripture: 

 

Heb 10:23  Amplified Bible - So let us seize and hold fast and retain without wavering the 

hope we cherish and confess and our acknowledgement of it, for He Who promised is 

reliable (sure) and faithful to His word. 

 

                                                 
62 The God of All Comfort, Hannah Whithall Smith, Chicago Moody Press, 1956, p. 196-197,201 
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Here from scripture is an “inconvertible truth:”  

 

…that the unraveling, or unveiling of Hebrews 10:23 is relative to our faith in that 

“seizing,” “holding fast,” and “retaining without wavering,” involves the necessity to 

“confess and” make an “acknowledgement of it,” resting entirely upon the fact that “He 

who promised is reliable and faithful to His Word.” 

Fourth Building Block of Confession 

The fourth scriptural building block may be found in the intensity with which WOF believes the above 

scripture to be vital to receiving God’s promise through faith.  If doing the above “without wavering” is 

evidence of remaining in faith, then the obvious next step is found in the following verses: 

 

Jam 1:4-7  But let endurance and steadfastness and patience have full play and do a 

thorough work, so that you may be [people] perfectly and fully developed [with no 

defects], lacking in nothing.  (6)  Only it must be in faith that he asks with no wavering 

(no hesitating, no doubting). For the one who wavers (hesitates, doubts) is like the 

billowing surge out at sea that is blown hither and thither and tossed by the wind.  (7)  For 

truly, let not such a person imagine that he will receive anything [he asks for] from the 

Lord. 

 

From these scriptures, it appears to the WOF interpretation, that God demands three things with 

respect to receiving from His promises:   

 

(1) That we believe them to be God’s will and absolute 

(2) That we release our faith by speaking; that in so doing our faith is developed to a point wherein it 

may find full maturity 

(3) Action upon what we believe, depending upon God’s divine wisdom given in each situation, to 

bring the final perfection and manifestation 
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Relative to the third point (action), James admonishes: 

 

James 2:17-22 Amplified Bible - So also faith, if it does not have works (deeds and actions 

of obedience to back it up), by itself is destitute of power (inoperative, dead). (22)  You 

see that [his] faith was cooperating with his works, and [his] faith was  

completed and reached its supreme expression [when he implemented it] by [good] 

works. 

 

Weymoth’s Translation renders: 

 

James 2:22 You notice that his faith was co-operating with his actions, and that by his 

actions his faith was perfected. 

 

As these faith confession building blocks begin to develop, they become more integrated with other 

scriptures which, in light of these, take on a greater emphasis in the doctrine. 

 

In Joshua 1:8, there is a revelation cue: 

 

Joshua 1:8 This Book… shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 

day and night, that you may observe and do according to all that is written in it. For then 

you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall deal wisely and have good 

success. 

 

In this scripture, we have both the doctrine of faith’s confession and the WOF’s view of meditation in 

God’s Word. 

 

The WOF’s “Faith Command” 

 

The next “cue” of revelation causes the WOF to be accused of “illusions of grandeur.”  The idea that a 

believer could do what Elijah did in 1 Kings 17:1 when he said: 
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Amplified Bible -- As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before Whom I stand, there shall not 

be dew or rain these years but according to my word.  

 

Some critics will point out that Elijah was the prophet of God, that we may not expect to find the same 

feats of faith at our command.  However, a few important observations, on the part of the WOF, open 

this scripture up to a broader interpretation, the first observation being a most significant one:   

 

(1) Elijah was a “Tishbite,” from one of the tribal kingdoms that were considered heathen.  Elijah 

was not a Jew, he was not like the other “Jewish prophets.”  He had come from across the 

Jordan River into the land of Israel, yet because of his righteousness of faith, God used him!   

 

This tends to speak of the power of the words yielded to God out of a heart-belief: 

 (2) Although God used Elijah as a prophet ( we concede a very great one), yet, because He did not 

say, “Thus saith the Lord,” the signature of a prophetic declaration from God, he was not 

necessarily standing in the office of a prophet, rather doing this out of righteous indignation (as 

a righteous man). 

  

The scriptures mark a difference regarding receiving one as a “prophet” as distinct from receiving one as 

“a righteous man.”  

 

Mat 10:41 He who receives and welcomes and accepts a prophet because he is a prophet 

shall receive a prophet's reward, and he who receives and welcomes and accepts a 

righteous man because he is a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. 

 

Notice that each “reward” of accomplishment is distinctive to either that of (1) a prophet or (2) a 

righteous man.  They were not interchangeable.  Our premise is this:  if it was done as a prophet, then 
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only a prophet could expect do it; but if it was done as a righteous man, then any righteous man could 

expect the same results of faith, as God is of no respect of persons.63 

 

The significance of this is that James declares that Elijah was acting out of the position of a “righteous 

man,” perhaps also reflecting that he did not precede his command with a prophet’s signature, “Thus 

saith the Lord.” 64 

 

Jam 5:16-18 … The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes 

tremendous power available [dynamic in its working]. (17) Elijah was a human being with 

a nature such as we have [with feelings, affections, and a constitution like ours]; and he 

prayed earnestly for it not to rain, and no rain fell on the earth for three years and six 

months. [I Kings 17:1.]  (18)  And [then] he prayed again and the heavens supplied rain 

and the land produced its crops [as usual]. [I Kings 18:42-45.] 

 

Couple this with the fact that when God instructed him that it was time for rain, he did not just go 

declare, “Thus saith the Lord,” rather he “labored” in prayer for an extended period before it again 

rained.  The fact that Elijah saw no immediate results from his faith did not preclude his bold confession, 

this being an accurate pattern of how the WOF teaches a believer to operate in faith.  With not one 

cloud in the skies, here is the bold confession of Elijah: 

 

1Ki 18:41 And Elijah said to Ahab, Go up, eat and drink, for there is the sound of 

abundance of rain. 

But, in reality, there was not yet even one cloud in the skies.  WOF critics would say that “Elijah was 

lying, and that God can’t bless lies.”  The WOF, however, understanding the laws of faith, knows that 

faith, “does like unto God who calleth those things which be not as though they were,” and “against 

hope believes in hope,” based on God’s promise.  Like Elijah, who had God’s Word on it that “the time 

                                                 
63

 Rom 2:11 Amplified Bible -- “For God shows no partiality [undue favor or unfairness; with Him one man is not different from 

another]. [Deut. 10:17; II Chron. 19:7.]”  Eph 6:9 Amplified Bible --  “He Who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, 

and that there is no respect of persons (no partiality) with Him.”  
  
64

 Exo 4:22  And you shall say to Pharaoh, Thus says the Lord, Israel is My son, even My firstborn. 
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for rain is at hand,” the WOF believes that if you have any word from God on it, you should, even must, 

declare your faith. 

 

Afterwards, Elijah entered into persistent prayer, as James emphasized: 

 

1Ki 18:42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; 

and he bowed himself down upon the earth and put his face between his knees. 

1Ki 18:43-45  And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up 

and looked and said, There is nothing. Elijah said, Go again seven times.  (44)  And at the 

seventh time the servant said, A cloud as small as a man's hand is arising out of the sea. 

And Elijah said, Go up, say to Ahab, Hitch your chariot and go down, lest the rain stop 

you.  (45)  In a little while, the heavens were black with wind-swept clouds, and there was 

a great rain. And Ahab went to Jezreel. 

 

In this scriptural reference we find the basis for Elijah’s: 

  

“Heart-belief  

“Faith’s Confession”  

The “actions of faith” which brought the manifestation 

 

Thus we find another foundational scripture is placed in the WOF position of faith’s confession. 

 

More insights are developed once these foundational positions are established.  Proverbs gives the 

WOF’s basis for results from either positive/negative confessions.  The scriptures appear to denote a 

need to guard over what you allow into and out of your heart: 

 

Pro 4:23 Amplified Bible - Keep and guard your heart with all vigilance and above all that 

you guard, for out of it flow the springs of life. 
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Pro 18:20-21  A man's [moral] self shall be filled with the fruit of his mouth; and with the 

consequence of his words he must be satisfied [whether good or evil].  (21)  Death and life 

are in the power of the tongue, and they who indulge in it shall eat the fruit of it [for death 

or life]. [Matt. 12:37.] 

 

The Amplified Bible denotes a connection with Matthew 12:37, also pointing out that the “confession” 

or acknowledgment of the mouth may produce either positive or negative things: 

 

Matthew 12:37 For by your words you will be justified and acquitted, and by your words 

you will be condemned and sentenced. 

Step by step the WOF interprets these verses collectively to show a revelation of “the power of the 

tongue,” and the importance of faith’s confession. 

 

The Word of Faith and the “Will of God” 

 

The WOF teaches, exhorts, and even warns their adherents of the necessity of being diligent to know 

what God’s Word says relative to His will for their lives.  They teach that the first step of confidence in 

faith is knowing the will of God.  They also distinguish that the primary focus of God’s will in His answer 

to prayers is His “Written Will,  His last Will and Testament, the Word of God. 

 

1 John 5:14-15 And this is the confidence (the assurance, the privilege of boldness) which 

we have in Him: [we are sure] that if we ask anything (make any request) according to 

His will (in agreement with His own plan), He listens to and hears us.  (15)  And if (since) 

we [positively] know that He listens to us in whatever we ask, we also know [with 

settled and absolute knowledge] that we have [granted us as our present possessions] 

the requests made of Him. 

 

It is the WOF interpretation of this scripture that, “if God’s Word says it, it is the Will of God, the Word 

being a declaration of God’s sovereign Will and pleasure.”  Therefore, by petitioning God in line with His 
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promise (which they believe carries an oath that He would stop being God if He failed to be faithful to 

it)65, the WOF believes that they have the same assurance that Elijah had, therefore faith demands that 

believers say what they believe.  Bold faith requires: 

A bold heart-belief  

A bold declaration of faith  

Bold actions of faith.   

 

To waver in any of the three may mean some spiritual failure in the life of the believer.  Diligence, 

discipline and determination overcomes doubt, discouragement and dismay. 

 

Smith Wigglesworth (1859-1947,) the great British Assemblies of God evangelist, is written about in the 

book, Apostle of Faith, published by the Assemblies of God, Gospel Publishing House concerning this 

type of faith: 

 

The scripture that the Lord gave him [Wigglesworth] on this occasion was: “From the days 

of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 

take it by force.”  He interpreted this as a call to the exercise of violent or forceful faith on 

his part in order to overcome this trial in his body.  At that time he literally stormed the 

throne of grace and took the kingdom by force.66 

 

How could Wigglesworth do this if it was not his right to do so? 

 

                                                 
65

 Heb 6:16-18  Men indeed swear by a greater [than themselves], and with them in all disputes the oath taken for confirmation is 

final [ending strife].  (17)  Accordingly God also, in His desire to show more convincingly and beyond doubt to those who were 

to inherit the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose and plan, intervened (mediated) with an oath.  (18)  This was so that, 

by two unchangeable things [His promise and His oath] in which it is impossible for God ever to prove false or deceive us, we 

who have fled [to Him] for refuge might have mighty indwelling strength and strong encouragement to grasp and hold fast the 

hope appointed for us and set before [us]. 
 

66 Apostle of Faith, Smith Wigglesworth, 1948, Gospel Publishing House, Third printing 1974, p. 136 
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While Wigglesworth, Simpson, Kenyon, Hagin, and the current WOF adherents to these doctrines of 

faith all have had to struggle with weaknesses (both physically and spiritually), and while none of them 

have found perfection in their walk of faith, yet they contend, as the scripture declares: 

 

 Phi 3:13-14  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 

before,  (14)  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


