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Outlined herein is an introduction of the three (3) potential levels of service as a Christian 

Believer.  First, let’s examine them by basic definition of the character and nature of each: 

1. Service & benefits of conduct and decorum within the Family  - Unconditional Grace – 
Resulting entirely on acceptance of Jesus’ command for salvation, and the New Birth 
this “entry-level” results in a new spiritual being in which old things pass away and all 
things become new – (concentration is given on basic principles, the nature of the 
Christian believer, and acceptance in Christ.  Rather than responsibility for service, more 
focus is placed on understanding and receiving rights, privileges and benefits of the 
covenant of Christ).  

 
1Peter 2:2-3 “As newborn babes desire the pure soul-nourishing milk, that you 
may grow by it; if indeed you ‘tasted God’s grace’ ‘that the Lord is good.’"  

 

2. Service & benefits of conduct and decorum within the Church (Body of Christ) – Grace 
with leadership – spiritual elders mentoring the less mature – and discipleship 
instituted (instruction in righteousness, e.g. nurturing the fruits of the spirit, flowing in 
the gifts of the spirit, and learning the principles of Christian fellowship), and to prepare 
and equip those willing to give themselves for entrance to submit to, and live as, 
“citizens” of the Kingdom of God, with its governance and promotion for service.  
 

Ephesians 4:12-15 “With a view to the perfecting of the saints for the work of 
the ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ, until we all may come to 
the unity of the faith and of the full knowledge of the Son of God, to a full-grown 
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no 
longer be infants, being blown and carried about by every wind of doctrine, in 
the sleight of men, in craftiness to the deceit of error, but speaking the truth in 
love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, the Christ.”   

 
To be effective, the Church must concentrate on preparing and equipping believers to 
mature into “proper citizens and servant-ministers for the Kingdom of God.” 

 
3. Service & benefits of conduct and decorum within the Kingdom of God/Kingdom of 

Heaven – Grace with much greater responsibility – opportunity of promotion for 
faithfulness to serve Christ in greater capacities, with grander rewards to reign in God’s 
eternal Kingdom in the life to come – giving up (sacrificing) less personal control over 
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this earth life, taking on the life of a servant of Christ, with the reward of more self-
controls given over the world to come.  
  

Luke 14:15-33 Hearing this, a man sitting at the table with Jesus exclaimed, 
"What a blessing it will be to celebrate with you in the Kingdom of God!"  Jesus 
replied by saying: "The Kingdom is as if a man prepared a great feast and sent 
out many invitations.  When the feast was ready, he sent his servant to tell the 
guests, 'Come, all things are ready for you to enter.'  But they all began making 
excuses. One said, 'I have just bought a field and must inspect it. Please excuse 
me.' Another said, 'I have just bought five pairs of oxen, and I want to try them 
out. Please excuse me.' Another said, 'I now have a wife, so I will not be able to 
come.'  The servant returned and told his master what they had said. So his 
master said, 'Go out into the country lanes and behind the hedges and urge 
anyone you find to come, so that the house will be full.  For none of those I first 
invited will get even the smallest taste of my banquet (the Kingdom).’  A large 
crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to them, "If you want to 
qualify for me, you must hate everyone else by comparison—your father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. 
Otherwise, you cannot be My disciple.  And if you do not take the responsibility 
of sacrifice to follow Me, you cannot find qualification.  So don't begin until you 
count the cost. For who would begin construction of a project without first 
calculating the cost to see if there is enough to finish?  Otherwise, you might 
start the foundation but not be able to proceed further, and then everyone mock 
you. They might say, 'There's he is!  He started his project and now it stands in 
ruins!'  "Or what king would go to war against another king without first sitting 
down with his counselors to discuss whether his kingdom could soundly defeat 
the enemy kingdom?  Compromise!  Yes compromise is what is ahead for him!  
He will in all likelihood forfeit his rule by giving in to the demands of his enemy.   
This is why you will not be accepted on a higher level as My disciple without 
giving up your own will concerning all that you are, and all that you have. 
 
Luke 16:12 “And if you were not faithful in that of another, who will give to you 
that which is yours?”   
 
Acts 20:24 “…neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus…”  

– The Apostle Paul 
 

Success in God’s eternal Kingdom will consist of eternal rewards – the level of 
governance one is given to rule and reign in eternity will be determined by the level of 
service to God’s Kingdom here on earth.  
 

Matthew 25:23-24; 33-34 “His master said to him, Well done, you upright 
(honorable, admirable) and faithful servant! You have been faithful and 
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trustworthy over a little; I will put you in charge of much. Enter into and share 
the joy (the delight, the blessedness) which your master enjoys. When the Son of 
Man comes in His glory (His majesty and splendor), and all the holy angels with 
Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.  All nations on earth will be 
gathered before Him, and He will separate them [the people] from one another 
as a shepherd separates his sheep from the goats; And He will cause the sheep 
to stand at His right hand, but the goats at His left.  Then the King will say to 
those at His right hand, Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit (receive as your 
own) the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 
 

The Complete WordStudy Dictionary – Church:  ἐκκκκησία  ekklēsía; - From a compound of ἐκκ, ἐ

ξ  ek  - A primary preposition denoting origin (the point whence motion or action proceeds), 

from, out (of place, time or cause); and a derivative of κκαηέω  kaleō -  to “call”; a calling out –  

 

“The terms ‘the kingdom of God’ and ‘the church’ are distinguished in Scripture 
separately. The kingdom appears to be a reign rather than a realm, which the church is. 
These two ideas, however, are complementary, the one implying the other. Sometimes 
it is hardly possible to distinguish between them. It may be true that by the words ‘the 
kingdom of God,’ our Lord means not so much His disciples, whether individually or as 
a collective body, but something which they receive or a state upon which they enter.  

His kingdom is visibly represented in His church, and it prepares for the kingdom as it is 
to come in glory.” 

 

The Word “Church,” in the Greek means “CALLED OUT,” and references the fact that once a 
person accepts Christ, he/she is called out of the world into THE REALM of body of Christ (the 
Church). 

 

When a person accepts Christ, therefore, they are called out of the world into THE REALM of 
Church which is to prepare them to be “worthy to receive and enter THE REIGN of Kingdom of 
God for service to Christ and the Father God. 

 

The Church being” THE REALM” of discipleship, preparation and maturity serves as a type of 
“womb” in which every person accepting Christ is called into for instruction on how to serve the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father God, and one another.  As they grow up in Him, they are able to 
enter "THE REIGN” of Christ’s Kingdom. 

 

While all who accept Christ and the New Birth (salvation) are called out of the world and “made 
worthy” by the blood of Jesus to enter into the body of Christ (the family of God & “THE 
REALM” of the Church in which they receive eternal life), only those who make themselves 
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“ready” through preparation and growth in a life of righteousness, faith, and wisdom, are 
“chosen” or “rewarded” to enter “THE REIGN” of the Kingdom of God, as borne out in scripture. 

 

Finally, let’s outline the basic differences and values of each of these aspects of the Christian 

life, and to show the believer that because they are distinctly separate, it is possible to choose 

to function (or not) in one or all of them.  We will show, however, that the character and nature 

of each are unique to itself, and therefore, learning how to function in one aspect, may not 

necessarily qualify you to serve in each of the others. 

1. The family - When believers accept Christ Jesus, and confesses Him as Lord, having put 

their trust in the gospel, and that He died and was raised from the dead for their 

salvation, they receive salvation, are born-again, and pass from death to eternal life.  

Through the new-birth they become sons of God.  With God as their Heavenly Father 

(the actual father of their new life within them), they are now a part of God’s family.   

 

It is in the believers’ family capacity that they find the “sure mercies of David,” and all of 

the benefits of being “in Christ” are theirs.  All the promises which bring them benefits 

are in the “family.”  Each Believer is brought into the family “by grace through faith,” 

and all of the grace of God is made available to each one of them by faith in God’s 

promises, God working in them and bringing them all that “grace” offers those in Christ. 

 

2. The Church – Every person having accepted Christ is, at the New Birth, spiritually 

baptized (immersed) into the body of Christ, which is the Church, “a realm” where they 

are “called out” of the world to function in the fellowship of the saints as a particular 

“bodily member,” (like the functions of the physical body is to our literal bodies).   

1Corinthians 12:12-13 “Even as the body is one, and has many members, but all 
the members of the one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For 
also we all were baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free, even all were given to drink into one Spirit.” 

 
Jesus, is Lord, Head of the Church, and as such, the Church functions as a type of the 

“Kingdom of Christ,” not one within us (as is the Kingdom of God), but one manifesting 

within the realm of the Church through various offices and functions for the sake of the 

body of Christ.  

 

It is important not to confuse this “authority” with Jesus’ preaching of the Kingdom of 

God/Heaven that comes not with observation, but is with us.  Jesus never calls the 

Kingdom of God “His” Kingdom, rather He references it as, “My Father’s Kingdom.”   
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Matthew 26:29 AMP  I say to you, I shall not drink again of this fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it with you new and of superior quality in My Father's 
kingdom. 

 
At the very end of this age, in the rapture, scripture states: 

 

1Corinthians 15:24-28 “After that the end will come, when He will turn the 
Kingdom over to God the Father, having destroyed every ruler and authority and 
power.  For Christ must reign until He humbles all His enemies beneath His feet.  
And the last enemy to be destroyed is death.  For the Scriptures say, "God has 
put all things under His authority." (Of course, when it says "all things are under 
His authority," that does not include God Himself, who gave Christ His authority.)  
Then, when all things are under His authority, the Son will put Himself under 
God's authority, so that God, who gave His Son authority over all things, will be 
utterly supreme over everything everywhere. 

 
Once they have come to Christ, each believer is also urged into a “local assembly” as 

part of the “called out” ones from the world where they are given the opportunity to be 

instructed, encouraged, and learn to serve at the direction of their local church leaders, 

who are responsible to discern and direct them in specific responsibilities, and as they 

progress, to prepare and equip them for greater service within the body of Christ, then 

to help them qualify (as the summons of God calls and elects them) for entrance and 

service to Christ in the “Kingdom of God.” 

 

3. The Kingdom of God / Kingdom of Heaven – The Kingdom of God, a place to “reign,” 

with Christ in God’s Kingdom, operates on the good-ground/seed principle.  As opposed 

to the first levels of service in the family and in the Church, in the Kingdom everything 

must produce of its own kind in order to find relevance.  In salvation, you are accepted 

by “birth” as a member of the family.  Nothing can change that!  In the Church you are 

accepted on the grounds of “immersion into fellowship.”  The leadership of the Church 

governs how things work in each local assembly of believers.  

 

But to enter the Kingdom of God, you must first be summoned, then accept the call, 

and finally become qualified to serve Christ in His Father’s eternal kingdom, the 

Kingdom of God.  The concept that because you became a member of the God-family 

(new birth), or because you were set into the body of Christ (the Church), you have 

automatically accepted your citizenship in the Kingdom of God is a presumed 

inaccuracy. 

 

Matthew 22:2-3, 14 “The kingdom of God is like a king who gave a wedding 
banquet for his son.  And sent his servants to summon those who had been 
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invited to the wedding banquet (to come into the Kingdom of God*), but they 
refused to come.  They were not concerned and paid no attention and went their 
own way -one to his farm, another to his business… For many are called (invited 
and summoned), but few are chosen.”  
 

*Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible - the word γαμους properly 

means a feast of inauguration, when his son was put in possession of 
the government, and thus he and his new subjects became married 
together.” 

   

Each of these three opportunities to serve God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, work together in a 

concerted effort to give each believer the potential for both spiritual promotion in this life on 

succeeding higher levels of service, as well as much greater eternal rewards for superior service 

of Christ’s Kingdom in the world to come.   


