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1. Understanding Principles of Authority –  
a. Authority Conferred Binds the Principle – Within the limit of authority conferred, 

an act by an agent is an act of the principle.  Examples include: sealed 
documents; administration of oaths of office; property title deeds; and power of 
attorney instruments, etc. 

b. Delegation of Authority Does Not Relinquish or Diminish the Power of the One 
Delegating it – delegated authority cannot be given away to another.   

c. Delegation of Authority Increases the Realm of Dominion of the Person 
Delegating it. 

2. Adam’s Authority – God administered a “custodial authority,” giving Adam dominion on 
Earth over (Genesis 1&2): 

a. The fish of the sea (creatures that swim in the waters) 
b. The fowl of the air (all flying creatures) 
c. The beasts of the earth (all animals of the field, forests, etc.) 
d. The earth, the sphere itself (Hebrew: erets) the crust (dirt) of the earth, as well 

as rivers and oceans (all the resources in the ground consisting of fields, forests, 
allocation of physical resources for farming, mining, and energy, etc. 

e. And over every creeping thing, i.e. reptiles, rodents, spiders, bugs, etc. 
3. Adam’s Authority Didn’t Constitute Sovereignty Over the Earth – Adam wasn’t made a 

“god” over the earth which would require him to have “sovereign” rights.  Adam and 
Eve were given limited “delegated rights” set forth by Almighty God for promotion in 
increments: 

a.  “And Jehovah God took the man and put him into the Garden of Eden, to work it and to 
keep it.” Genesis 2:15 LITV 

b. Permission to eat of every tree of the garden that was good for food.  Genesis 
2:16   

c. Forbidden to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  Genesis 2:17 
d. Punishment of death set forth for disobedience of God’s command.  Genesis 

2:17 
e. Permission for Adam to name all the creatures found in Eden. Genesis 2:19 

4. The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil Gave Accountability to Know Good and Evil. 
a. It did not give the ability to know, merely the accountability to know. (Genesis 

3:22) 
b. At the moment they received accountability, they became blind in their 

understanding.  (Ephesians 4:18) 
5. In obeying Satan’s suggestion, Adam and Eve Died Spiritually: (became separated from 

the life of God with only natural physical life remaining), and became blind rulers over 
God’s earthly dominion.  Their “spiritual” mind (understanding and ability in spiritual 
things) was blinded. 
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6. Adam and Eve (Humankind) Retained the Authority Conferred Upon Them, Even As God 
Remained Sovereign Over All the Works of His Hands – the gifts and callings of God are 
without repentance. (Romans 11:29) 

a. Psalms 8:4-8 LITV  “What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of 
man, that You visit him?  (5)  For You have made him lack a little from God; and 
have crowned him with glory and honor.  (6)  You made him rule over the works 
of Your hands; You have put all under his feet:  (7)  all flocks and oxen, and also 
the animals of the field,  (8)  the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, all 
that pass through the sea.” 

b. Psalms 24:1-2 LITV  A Psalm of David. The earth is Jehovah's, and the fullness of 
it; the world, and those who live in it.  (2)  For He has founded it on the seas and 
established it upon the rivers. 

 

A Parable of Authority 

Imagine that you owned a store.  You were going away for a six-month vacation.  Several years 
ago, you had an employee that you had promoted to General Manger.  After he had attempted 
to usurp control over your store you fired him.  He challenged it and led a revolt, including a 
lawsuit that you won.   
 
He was replaced with a new General Manager. 
  
 Deciding to go away for your vacation, you called in your mananger, a man, giving him 
authority over your store while you were away.  Before you left you told him, “I give you authority 
over this store while I am gone these six months. Open and close it each day.  You are over the 
personnel.  You may hire and supervise all of the store employees.  You will be in charge of 
inventory, marketing, conducting sales, etc., as you deem necessary. There is only one thing you 
must remember to not do: Do not open the store on Sunday. If you do, I will have fire you.  Do 
you understand? You will be dismissed if you open on Sunday!”   
  
 He acknowledges his understanding of your authority delegated to him and the strictness 
of your instructions.  Let’s compare that to God’s delegation of authority to Adam. 
  
 Gen 2:15-17  “And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to 
dress it and to keep it.  (16)  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat:  (17)  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 
  

What Exactly Was Adam’s Authority? 
  

 Once thing is for certain, we Word of Faith folks are sticklers for not compromising the 
Word of God.  We are very conscious of words spoken.  We go back to the Word! 
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 In our key verse of this chapter we read Adam’s authority.  Let’s examine it more closely: 
  
 Gen 1:26  “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion  (1) over the fish of the sea, and (2) over the fowl of the air, and (3) over the cattle, 
and (4) over all the earth [Hebrew — “erets”: to be firm; field, ground or land], and  (5) over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”  
  
 Now if words mean anything at all, this is the making of an agreement in which God is 
delegating authority as a sovereign to his man under his authority.  It is clearly a “measured” 
authority giving Adam “custodial authority” over God’s earth creation. 
  
 You will recall that the Centurion soldier said to Jesus in Luke 7:8  “For I also am a man 
set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to 
another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.” 
  
 The Centurion recognized that he was not a sovereign, but rather a man “set under 

authority.”  He knew that his ability to exercise authority was dependent upon his acting under 

the authority over him.  He also knew that when he delegated the authority given to him to one 

under him, he was not giving any of his authority away – but delegating it! 

  
 You cannot give your authority away by delegating it!  There is a principle of law:   
  

“Authority conferred binds the principal.  Within the limits of the authority 
conferred is an act by an agent an act of the principal.” 

  
 You are not giving away authority, you are “exercising authority” by delegating it. 
  
 Lets go back to our store owner analogy.  You own the store, therefore you have the 
“sovereign” right of domain.  We have to go back to you to understand the point of law in the 
authority delegated.  Notice that you did not give the employee the right to sell, lease, or move 
your store to another location.  Practically speaking, it would be absurd to think that you might 
return from a vacation perhaps and find your store moved to another location!  Why?  Because 
the authority given was not absolute.  It was a measured authority.  IT WAS A CUSTODIAL 
AUTHORITY!  You are able to measure it by the words spoken when you delegated it.  You can go 
back to those words if there is ever any dispute regarding it. 
  
 Adam’s authority was clearly not the totality of God’s ability over his creation.  It was a 
measured amount.  We listed it for you on the previous page: “(1) over the fish of the sea, and 
(2) over the fowl of the air, and (3) over the cattle, and (4) over all the earth [Hebrew — “erets”: 
to be firm; field, ground or land], and  (5) over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”  
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Did you read anything in the delegation of this authority over “the whole universe,” or “over 
demons and angels,” as E.W. Kenyon suggests in his writing?  
  
 If we are going to begin inventing our own measure of authority, why not extend it 
anywhere?  That is what Satan attempted to do when he said, “above the heavens...above the 
throne of God.” 
  
 I submit that Adam’s authority was extremely limited, especially compared to the 
authority given to the Church and every believer. Eph 1:19-21  “And what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,  
(20)  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places,  (21)  Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.”  Eph 2:6  
“And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 
  
 I declare that the authority given the believer is far superior to that which was delegated 
to Adam in the garden of Eden 
.   
 Let’s compare them. 
  
 Adams authority: “...over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth [Hebrew - erets: to be firm; a field, ground or land], and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” 
  
 Authority of the Believer:  “...Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.” 
  
 You can see the vast difference in these two positions of delegated authority!  
  
 Let’s again go back to our store owner for more understanding of authority:  So after you 
leave to go on your vacation, the store manager begins his work.  Things are going smoothly for 
him and the store operation.   
  
But then one day, the former Manager (the one fired by the owner) stops by inquires of him, 
“Why are you not open on Sundays?” Your manager responds, “Because the owner ordered me 
not to do so.  He said if I did, I would be dismissed from the job.” 
  
 The former manager says to your manager, “Oh!  He would not fire you!  In fact, if you 
opened on Sunday, you would break all records for sales and when he returned he would promote 
you to an even higher position.” 
  
 “Wow!” says your manager,”That really makes lots of sense!” So he acts on the 
suggestion of your former manager; he disobeys your instructions, and he opens up the store on 
Sunday. 
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 Has anything changed regarding who has authority over the store?  Has the store changed 
ownership?  Of course it hasn’t!  To suggest such a thing shows ignorance of the law, and how 
authority works! 
  
 Let’s say you return from your vacation early, after only two weeks.  You stop by very 
early on Monday morning before anyone arrives.  You attempt to use your key to get into your 
store but find that it no longer works. You wait until the manager arrives.  You ask him what is 
going on and he replies: 
  
 “I’m no longer the manager sir.  You see, while you were gone I disobeyed your instruction 
regarding opening on Sunday.  Your former Manager (the one you fired) suggested that it would 
be better for business If I opened, so that’s what I did.  Sir, it appears that I ‘sold out’ your store 
to your former manager by my actions.  Your former Manager explained to me that he now has 
the legal right to run the store instead of me, making decision in the future as he wills, operating 
the store as he deems appropriate.  I turned over your store to him whenever I obeyed his 
suggestion and disobeyed your instruction! For at least the next five and one-half months during 
which time you had given me authority, the store belongs to him! It is my understanding that 
there’s nothing you can do but let him have your store for this period of time.” 
  
 LUDICROUS!  RIDICULOUS!  You would laugh someone out of the room for falling for such 
a thing regarding anything except this so-called doctrine of “Satan’s authority over the earth 
during Adam’s so-called lease.” 
  
 However, Adam didn’t have a lease on the earth!  There is no such thing shown in the 
scripture.  But even if was a question of a lease, you don’t give a lease away merely by obeying 
the suggestion of a third party. There was no legal transfer of rights and privileges to Satan when 
Adam and Eve obeyed Satan’s suggestion.  Let’s see what really happened when God showed 
up.  You will see that God was yet in full authority over the earth and all its inhabitants. 
  
 Gen 3:8-9  “And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the 
trees of the garden.  (9)  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art 
thou?” 
  
 Does that sound like “pore ole” God is locked out of his sovereign authority in the earth?  
No!  In fact, he begins immediately taking charge over the affairs of Adam, over Satan and over 
the earth! 
  
 Gen 3:11-24  “And he (God) said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten 

of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?    (13)  And the LORD God 

said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done?  (14)  And the LORD God said unto the 

serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of 
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the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:  (15)  And I 

will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise 

thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  (16)  Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy 

sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to 

thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.  (17)  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast 

hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, 

saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it 

all the days of thy life;  (18)  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt 

eat the herb of the field;  (19)  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 

the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.  (21)  

Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.  (22)  

And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, 

lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:  (23)  

Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence 

he was taken.  (24)  So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden 

Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.” 

  
 Now, every place I emphasized in the preceding scripture, you can see God ruling and 
reigning with complete authority over the earth, over Satan (declaring him to be lower than all 
other creation), over Adam and over how the earth would operate under His continuing rule!   
  

Satan Comes Out Worse Off Than Before 
  

 Some have suggested that Satan came out of this deal with Adam’s authority over the 
earth.  I submit that the devil came out lower than he ever was when the deal was done. 
 Gen 3:14  “And the Lord God said to the serpent, Because you have done this you are 
cursed more than all cattle and every beast of the field; you will go flat on the earth, and dust 
will be your food all the days of your life.” 
  
 Satan did not end up on top of everything, having delivered to him the glory of the world.  
Just the opposite is true.  He ended up even lower than he was before — cursed more than the 
cattle and the beasts of the earth. 
  
 The devil did not step up to the plate and make an argument with Almighty God that 
Adam had given to him the God-given authority over the earth.  No!  He was speechless as God 
decreed, ruled and declared how things would now be. 
  
 We observed as God ordered Adam out of the garden and sent his mighty angels to keep 
them out of there.  Satan did not claim any rights or privileges during all of this occasion.  No!  He 
might try to trick you into believing that he had some new great ability, rights or authority, but 
he knew he couldn’t pull it over on God. 
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Did Mankind Lose His Authority? 
  

 Recall with me how God delegated his authority to Adam:  Gen 1:28  “And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth.” 
  
 Some say that when Adam sinned this authority no longer existed for mankind and 
thatAdam delivered it to the devil. They declare that the authority given in Genesis 1:28 was lost. 
  
 Let’s see if that is true. Gen 9:1-2 “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.  (2)  And the fear of you and the dread of 
you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth 
upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.” 
  

God Said To Noah [Mankind] 
“Into Your Hand Are They Delivered” 

 
  


